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! Begin 
joins 
the race 

BylWCHAL YUDHJBAN 


MX Ze’ev (Benny) Begin 
announced yesterday that he" is 
running for prime minister at the 
head of the new right-wing party 
he is forming. 

. ^fis candidacy has triggered 
;^me concern among right¬ 
wingers about splitting their vote, 
which could help the Left 

Begin said his running is imper¬ 
ative to stop the Oslo and Wye 
agreements and prevent the forma¬ 
tion of a Palestinian state. 

“To bring victory to the national 
camp... in the coming elections, an 
additional candidacy for prime 
minister must be presented.’' he 
said. “It’s the only alternative 
today to the way leading dearly to 
a Palestinian state of the PLO and 
Hamas, which will bring neither 
security nor peace.” 


How do you ‘seif Begat?, 
Page3 


He denounced Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu's leadership 
as “tired, femenL'surrendering* 
“This is a leadership which gave 
the Arabs one of their greatest 
achievements - smashing the 
national camp.” 

Meanwhile, in a turnabout. 
Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon said 
that under certain circumstances 
he might consider running for 
prime minister. 

“There’s a difference between say¬ 
ing, T don’t wad to be prime minis¬ 
ter' and saying that under certain cir¬ 
cumstances...,” Sharon said on 
.Channel 2’s Everything Is Political 
He refused to say what he meant 
'%y “certain circumstances,” but 
said again: “I said if the circum¬ 
stances require it.” When asked 
again, he said, “I said it dearly. 
Use your judgment." 

There were also other signs of 
tension between Sharon and 
Netanyahu yesterday. The Prime 
Minister's Office expressed 
annoyance with Sharon after he 
said he could not attend the sched¬ 
uled security cabinet meeting yes¬ 
terday, postponing the session. 

Sharon's office said that the 
Foreign Ministry had previously 
scheduled meetings he could not 
cancel, but that the security cabi¬ 
net could have convened without 
him to discuss the Lebanon issue. 

Tsomet leader Rafael Eitan also 
was reportedly planning to run for 
prime minister. 

Dan Meridor, who last week 
announced his candidacy for 
prime minister, and former chief 
of General Staff Amnon Upkin- 
Shahak also met yesterday. 

See RACE, Page 2 


Parties agree on May 17 vote 



MK Ze'ev (Benny) Begin announces that be Is breaking away from the Likud and running for prime 
minister as the head of a new right-wing party, at a press conference in Tel Aviv yesterday. iap> 

Livnat is caught in the middle 


In their own curious way. 
Revisionist true-blues ■ Ze'ev 
(Benny) Begin and Uzi Landau 
have done Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu a great favor 
by challenging him from the Right. 

After the visit of his new 
American spin-doctors. Labor 
Party leader Ehud Barak has been 
calling Netanyahu an extremist. 
Begin and Landau make him look 
moderate enough to appeal to the 
politically unidentified 
Moreover, both have taken care, 
so far, not to bun his ultimate 
chances. Landau vowed to support 
Netanyahu if he loses. 

Begin refrained from personal 
slurs, presumably to make it possible 
for national camp voters to switch to 
Netanyahu in the second round. 

In the meantime. Netanyahu can 
enjoy the best of both worlds. He 
can make right-wing speeches to 
offset the memory of Wye among 
the more hawkish of his potential 
vorers, while simultaneously mak¬ 
ing a pitch to the center. 


ANALYSIS 




Neither is Netanyahu’s other 
declared challenger, Dan Meridor, 
inflicting much damage right now. 

Poor Meridor is in trouble. This 
time his tormentor is none other 
than his possible future political 
partner - Amnon Lipkin-Shahak. 

Although everyone knows about 
them, the two still insist on sneak¬ 
ing around, as if involved in a 
furtive. illicit assignation. 
Yesterday, they met on the sly 
again. Meridor pressed for a deci¬ 
sion on who would head the new 
centrist ticket. Uncertainty can 
cost him dearly. 

But Shahak can only gain from 
more mystery and doesn't mind 
stringing Meridor along and keep¬ 
ing him dangling mercilessly. 

Shahak’s latest line is that he 
will make no move before an elec¬ 


tion date is finalized. 

More than Meridor's momentum 
is at stake. Others, like 
Communications Minister Limor 
Livnat - who has described herself 
as tom between the Likud and 
Meridor - also needs very much to 
know what Shahak is up to. It is 
one thing for her to go- with 
Meridor and quite another to join 
Shahak. 

For Livnat, even teaming up 
with Meridor is problematic, 
because she and Meridor come 
from opposite ends of the Likud 
spectrum. Ideologically she is akin 
to Begin (.whom her fiber ardent¬ 
ly supports). 

But Begin is considered politi¬ 
cally naive, if not an outright loser. 
He is heading resolutely into the 
opposition. Livnat is ambitious 
and not given to defiant displays of 
self-sacrifice. Her moves are cal¬ 
culated, which is why she must 
know where Meridor is headed. 

See ANALYSIS, Page 3 


By UAT COLLINS 
and NWA GILBERT 

Elections for the Knesset and 
prime minister will probably be 
held on Monday. May 17, under a 
compromise reached last night 
between representatives of Labor 
and the Likud. 

A second round of voting for 
prime minister, if required - dial is 
if no candidate gets 50 percent - 
would take place on June 1. 

The Knesset Law Committee is 
scheduled to discuss the proposed 
date today and, if endorsed, the 
early elections bill dissolving the 
Knesset win come up for second 
and third readings next week. It 
requires the support of 61 MKs to 
pass. 

Coalition whip Meir Sheetrit 
and Labor whip Elie Goldschmidt 
met several times, along with 
other MKs, before reaching the 
compromise, which was 
announced not long after the coali¬ 
tion again showed its difficulty in 
functioning by failing to pass the 
economic arrangements bill on 
first reading. 

The vote, which had been post¬ 
poned for two months, fell by a tie. 

Sheetrit said he would resubmit 
the legislation today, when it must 
be debated again in the House. It 
will likely be pul to a vote only 
next week. 

As a result, the state will begin 
1999 without a budget, since the 
passage of the bill - a host of eco¬ 
nomic reforms required for imple¬ 
menting the budget - is required 
for preparing the budget for its 
final readings. 

After the vote. Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu told 
reporters: “Now you understand 
the problem. That is why we are 
going to hold elections.” 

Coalition members are acting irre¬ 
sponsibly, he said, and acting only 
out of their own narrow interests. 

Among those involved in the dis¬ 
cussions to set a dare for the elec¬ 
tions were Meretz whip Haim 
Oron, a cosponsor of the early elec¬ 
tions bill along with Labor's Haim 
Ramon, and Shas's Rafael Pinhasi, 


who chairs the House Committee. 
Shas leader Aryeh Deri was also 
reportedly consulted. 

Goldschmidt said the May 17 
date is a compromise between 
April 27, as Labor initially pro¬ 
posed, and mid-June, as the Likud 
suggested. At a later stage the sug¬ 
gested dates were May II by 
Labor and May 25 by the Likud's. 

“We finally compromised on 
May 17. with the support of 
Meretz and Shas ” said 
Goldschmidt. 

He said Labor's goal was to pre¬ 
vent the elections from taking 
place at a time when hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis are abroad on 
holiday. 

Goldschmidt said he and Sheetrit 
had noted the historic nature of the 
date. It was in elections on May 17. 
1977 that the Likud came into 
power for the first time. 

“On the two occasions elections 
have taken place in May, the 
Likud has won,” said Sheetrit 
Goldschmidt naturally, took a 
different view. 

“I think that if there is any sym¬ 
bolism it is that it is a date mark¬ 
ing an upheaval, and there will be 
an upheaval.” Goldschmidt said. “I 
hope that on May 17. 1999, Ehud 
Barak will replace Binyamin 
Netanyahu as prime minister.” 

But it is unlikely that who will 
be prime minister will be deter¬ 
mined in the first round of voting 
in view of the number of candi¬ 
dates expected to run. 

The May 17 date contradicts the 
tradition of holding elections on 
Tuesdays. The Basic Law: The 
Government requires special elec¬ 
tions to be held on Tuesdays, but 
since the move to call the elections 
is through the Knesset Dissolution 
Law, the date can be reached by 
agreement. 

Sheetrit said is was decided to 
hold the elections on Monday, 
because Shavuot starts on the 
Thursday night of that week, and 
if elections were held Tuesday 
there would not be enough time to 
count the votes of soldiers. 

Sheetrit and Goldschmidt both 
rejected the possibility that the 


date reflects the will of their party 
leaders to give time for Shahak's 
parry to show cracks. 

Meanwhile. Central Elections 
Committee director Tamar Edri 
said that five people have picked 
up the forms necessary to register 
as a candidate for prime minister: 
Labor Party leader Ehud Barak, 
former chief of General Staff 
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, Dan 
Meridor, former Moledet MK 
Yosef Ba-Gad and Tsomet leader 
Rafael Eitan. 

A candidate for prime minister 
needs either the support of 10 
MKs in the outgoing Knesset or 
the signatures of 50,000 support¬ 
ers eligible to vote. 

In the vote on the arrangements 
bill. Absorption Minister Yuli 
Edelstein and his Yisrael Ba'aiiya 
colleague Marina Solodkin 
abstained. Edelstein said he would 
not support the bill “as long as 
social injustices are not corrected, 
including updating the National 
Insurance Institute payments and 
absorption assistance grants, and 
housing solutions are provided to 
those eligible for assistance on the 
same level as in 1996 and 1997.” 

The 55-55 result was also 
blamed on the fact that the Likud's 
Avraham Herschson did not arrive 
in time to vote. “I was stuck in 
traffic ” Herschson explained. 

The other no-shows were Likud 
MKs Ze’ev (Benny) Begin, Dan 
Meridor, -and Uzi Landau, who 
have all announced that they will 
run for prime minister, with Begin 
and Meridor outside of the party. 

The legislation failed despite the 
fact that the government thought it 
had ensured support by first getting 
the Knesset to pass on first reading 
of a bill that would block Reform 
and Conservative Jews from serv¬ 
ing on religious councils. 

The legislation was due to be put 
to a vote two months ago. when 
the 1999 state budget bill passed a 
first reading. However, it was 
withdrawn by finance minister 
Yaakov Neeman since there was 
no majority for its passage. 

See VOTE, Page 15 


Vote expected on bill to hinder 
Golan withdrawal 


By NtNA GILBERT 
and DAMMA HARMAN 

A bill that would prohibit relin¬ 
quishing sovereign land, including 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, 
without the support of 61 MKs 
and a majority in a referendum 
will be brought up either today or 
tomorrow for first reading. The 
Third Way said yesterday. 

Party leader Avigdor Kahalani 
said after yesterday’s cabinet meet¬ 
ing that “tiiis is the time to hasten 
the struggle for the Golan Heights.” 

The party said it decided lo 


bring up the bill, known as the 
Golan bill, as a result of the impli¬ 
cations of a report in Yediot 
Aharonot that Prime Minister 
Btnyamia Netanyahu and Labor 
Party leader Ehud Barak bad 
allegedly agreed in talks to with¬ 
draw from most of the Golan 
Heights. 

Netanyahu adamantly denied 
that he had reached any agreement 
with Barak on a Golan pullout. 

In response to a question from 
Kahalani on reports that such an 
agreement had been reached dur¬ 
ing secret talks several months 


ago, Netanyahu said they were 
“completely without foundation.” 

He said the only point on which 
he and Barak had reached agree¬ 
ment was on the need to renew 
negotiations with the Syrians, but 
had gone no further. 

Netanyahu added that both he 
and former finance minister Yaakov 
Neeman, who was present at the 
meeting, possess records proving 
that these reports - as well as those 
on the compulsoiy draft of yeshiva 
students - are fabricated. 

See GOLAN, Page 2 


US retaliates for Iraq attack MiHennium IDF officer: Female pilots are ‘unnatural’ 


WASHINGTON (Reutera) - US 
fighter planes retaliated yesterday 
a gainst Iraqi missiles fired in north¬ 
ern Iraq’s no-fly zone, and President 
'l Bill Clinton vowed to continue 
F enforcing thecomity's no-fly zones 
despite Iraqi opposition. 

A . US. Defense Department 
spokesman said Iraq had attacked 
US jets during routine patrols of the 
northern no-fly zone with surface- 
to-air missiles from a site in north¬ 
ern Iraq, noth of the town of Mosul. 

“The air crews acted in self- 
defense and responded with HARM 
missiles and precision-guided muni¬ 
tions,” the Defense Department 
spokesman said. “There was no 
' damage to coalition aircraft, and all 
our crews returned safely to base fin 
Turkey].” * 

He said US forces had responded 
’• I within the “normal rules of engage- 
1 Z nKftf* and that damage to Iraqi 
Ibices was still being assessed. 
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The spokesman said US pilots 
saw three Iraqi surface-to-air mis¬ 
siles fired and that British fuelling 
aircraft backed up the US mission. 
However, British forces were not 
been involved in any of foe direct 
military action. 

The attack was the most serious 
confrontation between the US and 
Iraq since the end of Operation 
Desert Fox - a four-day aerial 
bombardment by British and US 
forces earlier this month aimed at 
wrecking Iraq's weapons produc¬ 
tion program after Baghdad was 
accused of not cooperating with 
UN arms inspector. 

Iraq, which warned foe US and 
Britain on Sunday that it would fire 
at planes flying over its Territory, 
said four Iraqis were killed when foe 
US jets fired missiles at its air 
defense positions. 

An Iraqi military spokesman, 
quoted by the official Iraqi News 
Agency, said its air defenses had 
probably shot down a Weston mili¬ 
tary aircraft and that a search was 
under way for the wreckage of foe 
plane and its pikrf- 

The US dismissed the claim. 
National Security Council 
spokesman David Leayy said: “It's 


totally not true. All our air crew 
returned safely to bases. This is just 
more propaganda from [Iraqi 
President] Saddam Hussein.” 

Clinton said foe US attack on the 
Iraqi missile battery was appropriate 
and that the US would continue to 
enforce no-fly zones in the north and 
south of the country. 

“Our pilots haw the authority to 
protect themselves if they are 
attacked,” he said. ‘They took 
appropriate action today in respond¬ 
ing to Iraq’s actions. We will contin¬ 
ue to enforce the no-fly rones." 

Iraq’s UN envoy scoffed at US 
comments that its pilots acted in 
self-defense. 

“They [the US] said they acted 
in their own defense as if Florida 
was attacked.” Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoon said. “Iraq has always 
said that there is no way that it 
could recognize the no-fly zones. 
They are illegal and they have not 
been established by United 
Nations resolutions." 

The planes, based in Incirlik in 
Turkey, were enforcing foe no-fly 
zone above the 36th parallel, estab¬ 
lished since foe end of the 1991 Gulf 
War to protect Kurds from any 
attack by forces loyal to Saddam. 


bug to cost 
banks at least 
$100m. 

By PAH GEBSTEMFELD 

The cost of preparing for the 
problems arising from the millen¬ 
nium bug will cost local banks 
some SI 00 million, Israel 
Discount Bank executive vice 
president Menahem -Gutterman 
said yesterday. 

Analysts said, however, that the 
banks will need to spend much 
more on solving the problem. 

Meta Group CEO Jimmy 
Schwarzkopf said he estimates 
that the banks will have to spend 
S150m.-S200m. 

Figures published by the five 
largest banks suggest that there are 
big differences in the amount each 
intends to dedicate to the problem. 

While Bank Leumi intends to 
invest S58m. over three years, foe 
First International Bank of Israel 
said its costs would be limited to 
NIS 12m. 

See story, Page 13 


By UAT COLIIHS 

It will take a while for the sys¬ 
tem to be able to absorb more 
female pilots, Brig.-Gen. Gil 
Regev, tire Manpower branch offi¬ 
cer responsible for placement in 
the IAF, told a meeting of the 
Knesset Committee on foe Status 
of Women yesterday. 

Among foe reasons he gave is 
that every woman takes the place 
of a man: women don't have foe 
stamina to stick it out as pilots; it 
interferes with child-rearing; and 
“it is not natural." 

Tm concerned about the sur¬ 
vival rate of the female soldiers in 
view of foe burnout and effort and 
in view of foe fact that even 20 
percent of the male soldiers don’t 
last through foe pilot's course." he 
said. 

Yael Rom, a former pilot, was 
just one of many at foe meeting 
who took exception to foe por¬ 
trayal of women as good enough 
and strong enough only for child- 
bearing. 

MK Naomi Chazan (Meretz) 
noted that all foe same reasons 
were once given to explain why 
women were unable to be doctors. 


professors, or politicians. 

“It is difficult to get the impres¬ 
sion that foe IAF is really doing 
everything to encourage women to 
become pilots.” she said. 

The IAF was forced by a High 
Court ruling to accept women 
into the pilots’ course in a test 
projecL 

Regev came to the Knesset 
armed with figures, if not with a 
sense of foe politically correct. 

One woman is finishing the 
pilots’ course as a combat naviga¬ 
tor this week, he noted. 

She is the only one to make it 
out of foe 843 women who 
requested to be accepted to the 
pilots course; 134 of whom 
reached foe preliminary basic 


training stage; and 58 of whom 
reached later stages. 

“There is true excitement in the 
air force that a woman navigator is 
finishing foe course. Phantom 
squadrons wanted her. She will be 
placed in a two-seater F-16 
squadron." Regev said. 

But earlier, he noted, “It was not 
natural for the boys on the course 
to see girls on it. When foe first 
girl joined them in preliminary 
basic training, they were in 
shock." 

Regev told journalists he under¬ 
stood foe reaction. 

*T also think it's not natural for 
there to be female pilots. And it’s a / 
fact that there hasn’t been one for 
many years." 
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in brief 

Suspected thief caught 3 times in 3 days 

A man caught breaking into a business in Haifa early Saturday 
morning was subsequently arrested twice more for stealing from 
shops in the same area after twice being released on bail. 

Police said the suspect was released on Sunday morning and 
an hour later was caught stealing a coat from a shop. He was 
rearrested, detained overnight, and again released on bail, 
despite a police request that he be remanded. 

Haifa police spokesman SupL Moshe Nissan said 30 minutes 
later the suspect was spotted stealing five shirts from another 
shop. “He will be brought before the courts again today and we 
will see what happens " he said. David Rudge 

Second rape darni against Haifa U. student 

Another female student alleged she was raped in August by a 
20-year-old Haifa University student from Upper Nazareth who 
allegedly raped her friend on Saturday nighL 

She told police the event took place on campus, where she and 
the suspect both lived. She entered the suspect's room where 
two of his friends were present and drank some alcoholic bever¬ 
ages. When the friends left, the suspect raped her. Rim 

Israel lodges ‘serious complaint 1 with RA 

The Foreign Ministry lodged a “serious complaint.’' with the 
Palestinian Authority yesterday after Israeli security teams were 
barred from checking an Egyptian plane - carrying Palestinian 
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat - which landed at Gaza 
International Airport Sunday. 

According to the agreement worked out between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis, Israel has the right to check any 
plane landing or taking off - except for Arafat’s personal plane. 

fn the complaint the ministry said that Israel would be “unable 
to permit further operations at the airport if Israeli security 
teams are not allowed to check, in hill, all airplanes.' 7 

Donna Harman 

Terrorist gets life for Beit Lid attack 

Islamic Jihad member Halim Sakav Omar Belbisi. 30. from 
Gaza, was sentenced to life imprisonment by the Lod Military 
court yesterday for assisting and transporting terrorists involved 
in the double suicide bombing at the Beit Lid junction. Twenty- 
one soldiers and one civilian were killed in the January 22. 

1995, attack, and 69 were injured. 

Belbisi was recruited into the ranks of the Islamic Jihad in 
1994. Aiman Razayana asked him to assist in transporting two 
suicide bombers inside Israel. Belbisi helped him pick the loca¬ 
tion of the attack, stored the explosives, provided the bombers 
with IDF uniforms, and transported the bombers to the site. 

Margot Dudkevitch 

Addiction expert likens nicotine to hard drags 

Tobacco and nicotine should be recognized as “addictive sub¬ 
stances like heroin, cocaine and marijuana," the head of the 
Health Ministry’s department on addictive behaviors wrote in an 
opinion presented to the High Court of Justice yestenday. 

Judy Siegel 


We mourn the passing of our dear mother - - 

CELIA H. DRAZIN 

_ The funeral will take place today, 

Tuesday, December 29,1998,10th of Tevet, at 10 am, 
at Sanhedria Cemetery, Jerusalem. 

Shiva will be at her home, 18 Rehov Harav Berlin, Jerusalem. 

Israel and Dina Drazin 
Joseph and Shirley Drazin 
Sura and Robert Ungar 
and families. 


We mourn the passing of 

HAROLD (Aharon) WINNETT 

Children Jack, Leslie, Ruth, and David 
Grandchildren and Great-grandchildren. 

Shiva at 19 Rehov Hagefen, Hashmonaim, 
until Sunday morning, January 3,1999 

Phone: (08) 976-1922 


We mourn the passing of 

LASZLO SCHWARTZ 

dear brother of: Edith Zukor, Montreal 

Ervin Schwartz, Los Angeles 
Emery Schwartz, Los Angeles i 
beloved cousin, uncle, great-uncle and great-great-uncle 

Funeral will take place on Tuesday, December 29 
at 4.30 p.m. at the Har Hamenuchot cemetery. 
_ Shiva in Ra’anana. Call 09-748-892 4 for details. 

Our beloved wife, mother, grandmother and aster 

BELLA SCHOFFMAN WERBLOWSKY 

has passed away 

Israel Werblowsky Louis and Shirley Schoffman 

Joshua and Joan Werblowsky Miriam Weiss man 
Velvel and Naomi Werblowsky Betty and Marlin Levin 
Susan and Perry Shulman Yael and Shaul Wiesner 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and families 

Coffin due at Ben Gurion airport on Tuesday, December 29 (10 Tevet) 
on EL AL LY18 at 12:50 p.m. Burial will take place approximately 
1 1/2 hours later at Eretz Hahaim cemetery, Bet Shemesh. 
Shiva at the homes of Louis Schoffman, 12 Jabotinsky St, Jerusalem, 
(Tel: 02-563-0852) and Betty Levin, 48 Nayot St., Jerusalem. 


Peres denies deal with Barak 
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ByWCHALYUDBJHAN 
and HBIA ALBERT 

MK Shimon Peres yesterday 
denied reaching any deal with 
Labor Party leader Ehud Barak to 
be appointed as Barak’s number 
two, and as a senior minister, in 
exchange for Peres’s support in 
the elections. 

“I don’t need any agreement. 
I’m a party MK," Peres told The 
Jerusalem Post, implying any 
position he may get derives from 
his status in the party. 

Barak, speaking at a Labor fac¬ 
tion meeting-at the Knesset, also 
denied the party was formulating 
any deals for its Knesset list. He 
was referring to a report in yester¬ 
day’s Ha'aretz that Peres would 
be given (he number two slot in 
exchange for an endorsement of 
Barak and not leaving the party. 

“We are not dealing, and we 
will not deal, with deals," Barak 
said, noting tbat the public sup¬ 
porting the party expects it to be 
united 

However, sources close to Peres 
and Barak said yesterday the rela¬ 
tions between them have been 
improving steadily, and the two 
have been meeting regularly for 
quite some rime and working in 
coordination. 

There may be no negotiations or 
deal between them, but there is a 
definite rapprochement, the 
sources said. 

They noted Barak consulted 
Peres before his meeting with US 
President Bill Clinton, and Peres 
and Barak had a private dinner 
with Barak's three American spin 
doctors on their recent visit. 

“It is no news, and was pub¬ 
lished last week already, that 
Barak said Peres would be a 


RACE 

Continued from Page 1 

The two, who both intend to 
form centrist parties, described 
the meeting as “good" and said 
they would make decisions only 
after the Knesset sets a date for 
the elections. 

Meanwhile. Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Communications Minister Limor 
. Livnai are still undecided about, 
Quitting, the. party. - LiviuttL. 
Mordechai, and Science- Minister 
/-Silvan Shalom met twiceyester- 
,day to discuss'their plans, but 
’ gave no details afterward. 

Mordechai said he will not be 
pressured into a hasty decision 
and will take his time before mak¬ 
ing his move. 

“At this time I bear a double 
responsibility, both as defense 
minister and as a person weighing 
his future. I’m thinking and con¬ 
sulting" he said. 

Lias Collins adds: 

Land of Israel Front head 
Michael Kleiner said he would 
support Begin in his race for 
prime minister and criticized 
National Religious Party leader 
Yitzhak Levy for describing a 
vote for Begin as a “vote for the 
opposition.” as it would split the 
Right. 

But National Religious Party 
MK Han an Porat praised Begin’s 
decision and called on his party 
colleagues to unite behind him. 

Dana Harman contributed to 
this report . 

GOLAN 

Continued from Rage 1 

Nee man said earlier this week 
that the word “withdrawal” does 
not appear in his notes. “The 
intention of die fabricators is to 
create an impression that there is 
no difference on political issues 
between the Likud and Labor, but 
the truth is completely different," 
Netanyahu said, adding that 
Israel's presence on the Golan 
Heights is essential for the securi¬ 
ty of the state and that his opinion 
on this, which he made clear to 
Barak, has not changed. 

The bill has been proposed in 
various forms over the past five 
years, including requiring the sup¬ 
port of 80 MKs for such conces¬ 
sions. but none were ever passed. 

In a separate development in a 
meeting yesterday with three 
young men from Kiryat Shmona, 
Netanyahu vowed to protect the 
northern settlements. 

“The world has become accus¬ 
tomed to Israel being hit by mis¬ 
siles. but we have gotten to the 
stage where we need to change 
this understanding of the situation 
among our neighbors," he said. 


With deep sorrow we announce the passing of 

Mrs. SHARLOTA (Zutska) ARNAN 

wife of the late NATHAN ARNAN 5”? 

The funeral will take place today, Tuesday, December 29,1998,10th of Tevet 5859, 
at 3:30 p.m., at the Kfar Shmaryahu Cemetery. 

The Family. 



MKs agree on a recommended date for elections yesterday in the Knesset Around the table (from left) are Reuven Rivtin (Likud), 
Ra’anan Cohen (Labor), Meir Sheetrit (Likud), Eli Goldschmidt (Labor), ami Haim Oron (Meretz). (lsaac 


senior minister If he becomes 
prime minister; and Barak con¬ 
firmed that on Channel I on 
Saturday.” a source dose to Barak 
said. 

The number two consideration, 
which is a title rather than a posi¬ 
tion, derives from the deep appre¬ 
ciation Barak has for Peres, the 
source said. 

The recent announcement of Uri 
Savir. the director of Peres’s 
Peace Center, that Savir is joining 
former Chief of General Staff 
Amnon Lipkin-Shabak’s party. 


has clouded somewhat (be rela¬ 
tions between Peres and Barak. 

Labor MKs began asking 
whether Savir's move was with 
Peres's knowledge and blessing, 
and whether this indicated Peres 
too might support Lipttin-Shahak. 

Peres stated in response that he 
supports Barak and is remaining 
in Labor. 

Savir was brought to Upkin- 
Shabak’s camp by Shimon 
Sbeves. who was director-general 
of the prime minis ter’s office in 
the late Yitzhak Rabin's term. 


Sheves is Lipkin-Shabak’s cam¬ 
paign manager. 

In another development, the 
telephone and fax lines of Barak’s 
Tel Aviv offices collapsed Sunday 
night under a barrage of calls and 
letters from people compliment¬ 
ing Barak for his performance 
during the Likud's central com¬ 
mittee meeting. 

“We had to stay up until before 
dawn to answer all the calls ” one 
source close to Barak said. 

At the faction meeting yester¬ 
day, Barak described the Likud’s 


centra] committee as “die end of 
term party of a government which 
has fallen already.” 

"Netanyahu is not capable of 
bringing peace, not with the 
Palestinians, and not with die 
Syrians," he added. f 

Peres said “it was a scamV/ 
dial Channels I and 2 dedicated 
two hours to “Bibi’s elections pro¬ 
paganda.” He said “Bibi is 
exploiting these broadcasts while 
using tactics known in totalitarian 
countries, representing himself as 
a patriot and us traitors." 




Open Fund 

According u> section 31(b)(2) of die Joint Investment Trusts Law, 3754-1994. (hereinafter: ’the Law') notice is hereby given that a prospectus has been published as follows. 
Offering of Units to Foreign Residents 4 Only 

An unlimited number of registered Fond units 0(3 nominal value of one U-S. dolbr (benanaftcr - “dollar') ire offered to foreign residents only* at (he unit price plus an increnieni 
of I or less, as detailed in Chapter A of this Prospectus. 

The raid units are being offered commencing 29 December 1998 until 28 December 1999. and win, subject as provided in paragraphs 4 and 5 of Chapter A of the Prospectus be 
sold on those days when trading takes place in Israel end abroad as defined in paragraph 1(a) of Chapter A of the Prospectus. 

Payment for-the unit* shall bemadc-eoiy-m4oM»^_«<Q x£_a non-rtsideni fora^xorrencydeposil account (PATACH) of a foreign resident 

7 Tty. Fund’s Invest men t Policy and transactions forifieFiind (see Chapter F of the Prospec o a) u 

,, 'The'FunilAgsaerhent provides that: i.;’*-’ .. : 

(a! Alleast 305 of the net value of the Fond assets wiUbe all or icy of the assets set out below, bands and loansof any dass. Notwithstanding this, an investment at a. lower 
raie tfaao (hat mentioned for a period not c xc ccd ag two trading days will not be considered a deviation from ranch rate. 

(b) The provisions of snbdause (a) of this danse may be varied by amending the Fnnd A g reem en t without requiring the sanction of the tmitbolderc in general meeting- 
(ci Subjeci a$ provided above, to the provision contained in paragraph 2(i) of Chapter Faf the Prospectus and the provisions of any law, (he Fund Manager may invest the 

Fund's resources at his absolute discretion and is also empowered to fix the cash amount 10 be included in the Fund’s assets from time 10 time. 

2. Unless otherwise resolved by the Board of Directors of the Fund Manager, 31 least 50% of the net value of the Fund assets will be all or any of the assefc set out belowrbonds 
and loans of any class. Notwithstanding this, an investment at a lower rate than that mentioned for a period not exceeding two trading days wi& not be considered a deviation 
from such rate. 

3. Pursuant lo ihe provisions of law, the Fund Manager may purchase for the Fund foreign sccnrities and options traded abroad fin the Prospectus called: "foreign options") at a 
rale not exceeding 755 of the net value of the Fund assets, provided die investment in options will not exceed the rate mentioned in paragraph 4 hereof, (see also paragraph 
2(a) of Chapter F of ihe Prospectus). 

4. Pursuant 10 the provisions of law. the value of options bdd by the Fund, apart from Maof (CALL 1 Options) options, is not lo exceed 10% of the net value of the Fend assets, 
and the value (hereof, together with tire value of option warrants held in (he Fund shall not exceed 20% of the net value of the Fund assets (see also paragraph 2(b) of Chapter 
F of the Prospectus). Details concerning the nature of the options and risks involved in investing and writing options are set out in paragraph 1(c) of Chapter F of the Prospectus. 

5. The Fund Manager may carry out ihe following transactions, subject to the provisions of the Law: 
ta> Purchase, sale and writing of options and futures contracts. 

fbi Effecting a sale short 

(c) Lending or signing a lending agreement of securities, for the purpose of a sale transaction effected short provided this is not far any other fund being managed by iL 
Transactions and Commitments for tbe Fond 

The Fund Agreement provides that the Trust Manager may. without the sanction or a meeting of unit holders, effect any transaction and undertake any commitment for the Fund 
(apan from increasing ihe Fund Manager's and Trustee's remuneration) which arc not prohibited by (be Fund Agreement, provided that such act may be effected and commitment 
undertaken by law. as the case may be. wiihoui the approval of such a meeting. 

Tbe Fund's Major Investments in the year ended 30.9.1998 

Tbe average major investments of the Fund (according to holdings at (he end of each month) in the year ended 30.9.98 was as follows: 

as a % of net value of Fund's assets 

Foreign bonds 73 

Cash in foreign currency ' 25 

Data concerning tbe yield of tbe Fund's Units In correlation to tbe changes in various indices:' Rate of Change in year ending 

30 9.98 30 . 9.97 

in % 

Yield of Fund's units calculated as based on redemption prices, as published in Stock Exchange's list, in Dollar terms 4.8 6.6 

Consumer Price Index (as per the index relating to Ihe last month of each period) 4.7 8.7 

Representative rate of exchange of the S 10.0 8.6 


Se; 

leg 


With respect 10 the need to amend ihe Income Tax Order regarding tbe tax exemption on the Fund’s income from interest on deposits In foreign currency and the intention of 
the income Tax Commission torappose tbe amendment of that Order to the Minister of Finance and the Finance Committee of the Knesset in a manner whereby the above 
uu exemption will remain unaffected after 31 December. 1998, see (he footnote** to paragraph 4(c) in chapter O af this Prospectus. 

Cumulative Fond (See Chapter N of the Prospectus) 

Unless otherwise decided by the board of directors of the Fund Manager, the Fund wiU be cumulative and accordingly tbe Fund Manager trill not be entitled to make payments to 
the unit holders. m 

"Unrestricted Fund" 

The Fund is an 'unrestricted fund’. Deoils of the iw provisions applicable to an unrestricted fond art set out in paragraph 6 of Chapter O of the Prospectus, under the beading 
’Taxation’. * 

Annual Fees of Fuad Manager and Trustee (see Chapter J of this Prospectus) 

Under the Fund Agreement, the Fund Manager is entitled to receive an annual fee equivalent to 4% of the average annual value of the Fund's assets as f w ijj. nurTx ^. 

of fixing the unit price, but unless otherwise decided by the Fund Manager, the Fund Manager received an annual fee equal to 0.9% of the aforementioned value. 

The Trustee is entitled, under the Fund Agreement, to receive, an annual fee equal to 0.2% of tbe abovementioned value, but unless otherwise decided the Trustee receive 
annua) fee equal to 0.1% of the abovementioned value. ' ” m 

Expressions used in the Prospectus 

Expressions used m the Law and m the regulations made thereunder, will bear the same meanings when used in this Prospectus, save where the context otherwise requires. 
English Translation 

The Hebrew version of the Fund Agreement, certificates or participation in the Fund and of the Prospectus are the exclusively hindino Tt»■_* 

cWd thaFtbeTnglish transit 0 1 the Pnsp mK a f&hfl wmslatiw of the Hebrew oriSabc certificate naSS PW P ec0a ^ 


£ALV 


tufa a faithful translation of the He 


Submission of Applications 

Applications for the purchase of the units offered are to be lodged with Bank Leunti ie-lsraei Biri. ud the other members of theTel Aviv «uv.vc«* _ 

rad wJl be forwarded 10 the Fund Manager, through iheTASE clearing house. A member of the TASE riillato ^ASE") 

through the TASE clearing bouse, tile full amount of the price doe in respect of units sold pursuant to orders lodged by ™ rouged to pay (he Fund Manager. 


A copy of the Prospectus and of the Securities Authority's permit for the publication thereof will be filed with the Registrar of Comimi« rmdt^TACTT^,_ L v «. 

business day following (he Prospectus dale. ompames and the TASE no later than the first 

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained at all branches of Bank Leumi le-lsxwl BJkL and from ihe other members of the TASE. 

Date of Prospectus: 10 Teveth, 5759 

29 December 1998. 

Tbe Trustee: Kesselm&n & Kessebnao Trust Co. (1971) Ltd. 

‘ toii Pruipccius. 'Foreign Resident* is as defined in the Currency Control Law 5738.1978 and in the Currency Control (tVfi „ 

5758- 1 993. as set out in Appendix E hereof. ’ unrency tonlroj (Definition of a Foreign Resident) Regulations. 
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How do you sell 
.Begin to the public? 


NEWS 


By LIAT C0LUNS 


He is polite, quiet, and so decern 
he verges on the nerdish. He does 
not have a cellular phone, and his 
office staff consists of an answer¬ 
ing machine, a computer, and an 
electronic notebook he takes with 
fum_everywhere. 

He travels by bus and often 
arrives at the Knesset on foot, car¬ 
rying a bag with his swimming 
gear after a dip in the Hebrew 
University pool. He works hard 
and is never seen in the MTvs can¬ 
teen, where the other politicians 
dine with each other and the press. 

Blit he is tired by ideology and 
wants to be prime minister. In that 
he is like his father, Menacbem 
-^egin, minus some of the charisma. 
V MK Ze'ev (Benny) Begin, 55, is 
the least prince-like of the Likud 
heirs. Many note that be is a reJuc- 
‘ tant politician and would have pre¬ 
ferred to remain a geologist 
But several years after ins father 
stepped down as prime minister in 


camera; speaking in sound bites; 
and taking his wife and children 
along everywhere. 

Begin shies away from cameras; 
rarely issues a press release; 
prefers rhetoric to one-liners; and 
most people would not recognize 
his wife Ruth or any of their six 
children unless introduced. 

And while Netanyahu has US 
adviser Arthur Finkelstein giving 
suggestions and Ehud Barak has 
James Carville el al. Begin seems 
set to do it alone and bis way. 

And this might be the best thing 
he can do, says political media 
adviser Motii Morel. Media-wise, 
Begin need change nothing. 

“He should just be himself. 
That's how he is most convincing. 
When he speaks out, he speaks out 
the truth as be sees it and this 
comes across as credible and per¬ 
suasive. Also, he has some good 
turns of phrase in his speeches," 
Morel says. 

Morel adds that Begin need not 
cry to exploit the press in the same 



Ze'ev (Benny) Begin (left) need not play up the fact that he is the 
son of Menachem Begin; everyone knows who he is. uuwi smvzoom ?7> 




1983, he ran for the Knesset and 
. won a seat in I9S8. He was 
appointed science minister by 
Binyamin Netanyahu in 1996. 

Just hours before being sworn 
»n*Begin threatened to turn down 
bis chance of being a minister 
when he learned his close Mend 
Dan Meridor might not be joining 
the cabinet. It was one of his typi¬ 
cal stands on doing the right thing. 
And he later left the job. and its 

S irks, over a matter of principle; 

e disagreed with the Hebron 
Agreement 

Now instead of remaining a 
backbench Likud MK, Begin has 
announced he will leave the party 
altogether and run against' 
Netanyahu in the race for prime 
minister. 

Image-wise it is hard to imagine 
a person more different. 
Netanyahu has taken the use of 
media to new heights, timing 
events to coincide precisely with 
prime-time news broadcasts; mak¬ 
ing sure to get the best out of a 


way that Netanyahu and Barak do. 
He doesn't need it. Begin's right- 
wing supporters distrust the media 
and have alternative channels of 
information, including word of 
mouth. 

“There is a tendency to exagger¬ 
ate the power of the press, but it 
tends to have more influence 
among the Left than among the 
Right” Morel says. 

Begin also need not play up the 
“son-of* side. Everyone knows who 
he is and where he is coining from. 

Another advantage Begin has 
over his competitors is that his 
stand is very clear. Netanyahu, 
Barak, and centrist candidates will 
have to deal with'persuading people 
on difficult issues, such as die need 
for territorial concessions under 
certain conditions. Begin doesn’t 

“And he doesn't have the prob¬ 
lem about making electoral 
promises that he knows he can't 
keep," says Morel, "Because he 
knows he's not going to be prime 
minister in the end." 


Settlers split on 
f Begin’s candidacy 


By MARGOT OUPKEWTCH 

MK Ze’ev (Benny) Begin's 
intention to run for prime minister 
stirred debate within the Council 
of Jewish Communities in Judea, 
Samaria, and Gaza yesterday. 

The council plans to meet tomor¬ 
row to try to reach a unified deci¬ 
sion to support one candidate to 
lead the national camp. 

Council members hope to meet 
with Begin today in an anempr to 
persuade him his move is a mis¬ 
take that will create a split the 
flight and allow the Left to rise to 
power, as in 1992. 

National Religious Party leader 
Yitzhak Levy called Begin’s 
announcement "a tragic political 
split, that will only help [Labor 
Party leader Ehud] Barak. Every 
vote for Begin is a loss for the 
right-wing." 

Council chairman Pinhas 
Wallenstein declared that while he 
does not oppose the establishment of 
new parties, fielding another prime 
ministerial candidate is a waste. He 
said now is the time to unify the 
national camp and work together. 


If Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu intends to implement 
the Wye agreement, he said settler 
leaders will not support him, but 
one should also realize that a vic¬ 
tory for Labor Party or the new 
centrist party will lead to the 
uprooting of settlements. 

Within the council, many mem¬ 
bers oppose Netanyahu, but feel 
the alternatives will be far worse 
for the national camp and settlers. 

Moshe Leshem. bead of Gamla 
Shall Not Fall Again, disagreed 
with Wallerstein and declared that 
apart from Begin, there is no right- 
wing today. 

Speaking on Arutz 7, he said 
Netanyahu's approach to the Land 
of Israel is the same as Barak's, and 
whoever is afraid of Barak should 
be more afraid of Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu, he said, did not build 
in the settlements because he told 
the US that he would allow "natur¬ 
al growth" only. "He built much 
less than [Yitzhak] Rabin and 
[Shimon] Peres," he said. 

He added that Begin stands for 
principled leadership, something 
for which the public wants. 


ANALYSIS 

Continued from Page 1 

* Ideologically, it would be more 
convenient for her if he runs for 
prime minister and does not link his 
fate to Shaluik. But on its own, a 
Meridor list might not even manage 
to cross the Knesset threshold. 

This would leave Li vital out in the 
cdd. If she followed Meridor into a 
Shahak-led party, her credibility 
would be shot because Shahak is 
not even remotely close to her ideo¬ 
logically. This would be a match 
hard to explain away. 

. Moreover, a Shahak-Meridor 
combination would attract many 
political malcontents and refugees 
from Left and Right. She might 
ii even find herself on the same tick- 
f et with , former Labor secretary- 
general . Nissim Zvilli, an 
unabashed leftist. 

But worse than the embarrass- 
. ment factor, so many.bandwagon- 
climbers are sure to push her quite 
low on the party fist. Even the 
party’s creator, Raimi Milo, might 
suffer such humiliation. 


In short Uvnat might not do her¬ 
self a favor by leaving the Likud. 

She will stay put unless she has 
concluded that there is no way 
Netanyahu could possibly win the 
elections. Rather than follow him 
into the opposition, she may cast 
her lot elsewhere. It could also be 
that her dislike of Netanyahu has 
overshadowed all else. 

Ideologically, she is closer to 
him than to Meridor or Shahak. 
Her quarrel with Netanyahu is 
nothing but personal. Her payoff 
might be the knowledge that her 
departure from Netanyahu’s side 
could hurt him more than anyone 
else’s walkout 

Meridor and Begin were write¬ 
offs for nearly two years. Even 
Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai could come up with a 
clumsy ideological pretext for part¬ 
ing ways with Netanyahu. 

But in-her case, it would be the 
hardest slap in Netanyahu’s face, all 
the more smarting because the 
opposition will take a very person¬ 
al rather than issue-driven, tack 
figwifisr Netanyahu. Livnai would be 
handing it an'arsenal. 


Peres, Shamir, Arens: 

Dump direct election of PM now 



ByltiCHAL YUDELMAN 

Former prime ministers Shimon 
Peres and Yitzhak Shamir yester¬ 
day joined former defense minister 
Moshe Arens, who heads the 
Association for Parliamentary 
Democracy, in calling for abolish¬ 
ing the direct election of the prime 
minister in the coming elections. 

A bill to abolish the direct elec¬ 
tion law, presented by MKs Yossi 
Beilin (Labor) and Uzi Landau 
(Likud), passed its first reading in 
the Knesset last week by a majori¬ 
ty of 62 MKs. but is applicable 
only as of the 16th Knesset 
' S hamir and Peres warned of the 
growing fragmentation of the large 
parties and the increase of splinter 
parties, which already has created a 
situation in which the prime minis¬ 
ter cannot function. This will get 
worse in the next Knesset, (hey said. 

“There is a real danger tiiar the 
state will lose its power to make 
decisions. There will be no one rep¬ 
resenting the state or the national 
interests, but only the sectarian 
interests of the various splinter par¬ 
ties. Whoever is elected prime min¬ 
ister, the coalition will chain his 
arms and legs, and instead of a cen¬ 
tral idea or central responsibility, 
there will be a collection of pres¬ 
sure groups," Peres said. 

He conceded the previous system 
had weaknesses, “but parties could 
unite behind a vital economic deci¬ 
sion of national interest. In the pre¬ 
sent situation this is impossible. 

Arens said the situation is rapidly 
heading towards “political anarchy. 
We must make a last minute effort to 
pass the law in second and third 
reading so that it's applied in the next 
elections. A Knesset consisting of 



Former prime ministers Shimon Peres (left) and Yitzhak Shamir (right) and former defense - minis ter Moshe Arens explain their 
opposition to the direct election law at a press conference in Tel Aviv's Beit Sokolov yesterday. tYaei Somekh/israei Sum 


sectarian parties is bad for the state. 
It pushes aside the national agenda. 
We hope the chaos which has broken 
loose in the past week will help con¬ 
vince more MKs to support the bill." 

"The power of the major parries 
is decreasing, while the power and 


number of the smaller ones is ris¬ 
ing. The public and national inter¬ 
est requires large parlies dedicated 
to the general interest, rather than 
the sectarian ones." Shamir said. 

Professor Arik Cannon, director of 
the Israeli Democracy Institute, said 


the events of the past week demon¬ 
strate more than anything else the 
terrible plight of Israeli democracy. 

“‘We’ve seen phenomena 
unmatched in any democracy in the 
world. For the first time in history 
the ruling party has less than 50*fr in 


the cabinet and this will get worse. 
The ruling party will not have 
enough Knesset mandates to support 
the prime minister and cabinet deri¬ 
sions. Today there are eight parties in 
the coalition, and if the situation con¬ 
tinues there will be more," he said. 
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Religious councils 
bill passes 1st read 

Proposed law would keep non-Qrthodox off councils 


ByWmGHJBff 

Giving in to a coalition demand 
from the religious parties, the gov¬ 
ernment put die economic 
arrangements bill to a vote yester¬ 
day only after the House passed 
the first reading of an amendment 
to the Religious Services Law that 
would block Reform and 
Conservative Jews from serving 
on religious councils. 

The 51-46 vote on the religious 
councils bill was marked by some 
defections from members of the 
coalition. Voting against the bill 
were The Third Way’s Alex 
Lubotzky, Yisrael Ba’aliya’s 
Roman Bronfman, Michael 
Nudelman, and Marina Solodkin 
and Tsomet’s Eliezer Zandberg. 

However, Tsomet leader Rafael 
Eitan voted for the biff 

Industry and Trade Minister 
Natan Sharansky absented himself 
from the vote, as did. the 
Democratic Arab Party MKs. 

United Torah Judaism had made 
its support of the economic bill 
contingent on the passage of the 
councils bill, which would require 
council rabbis to sign an oath of 
allegiance to the rulings of the 
Chief Rabbinate. 

The government initiated the 
legislation after tbe High Court of 
Justice ruled that blocking non- 
Orth odox rabbis from councils 


was illegal. 

After the results of the vote were 
announced by Knesset Speaker 
Dan Tichon. Meretz leader Yossi 
Sarid jumped from his seat and 
called out: “Israel’s Knesset is 
passing an antisemitic law” caus¬ 
ing a raucous in the House. 

“The legislation is antisemitic 
since it is meant to keep out Jews 
only because they are Reform and 
Conservative,” Sarid said after¬ 
wards. 

MK Taleb a-Sanaa (Democratic 
Arab Party) explained the party's 
decision to abstain from the vote 
by saying that it did not feel it was 
fitting for the party to cast a decid¬ 
ing vote on a Jewish religious dis¬ 
pute. 

At the same time, he acknowl¬ 
edged that the vote was deter¬ 
mined by political considerations, 
and the party had thus considered 
voting against it. 

MK Amnon Rubinstein (Meretz) 
said the legislation hurts unity 
among the Jewish people, plants 
seeds of hatred, and causes a rift 
with large Jewish communities in 
the Diaspora. 

Last week Meretz turned tbe 
vote on the councils bill into a no- 
confidence motion, resulting in a 
one-week postponement of the 
vote. 

However, Meretz withdrew its 
no-confidence motion yesterday 


doe to the ongoing talks between 
tbe opposition and coalition on 
setting a date for early general 
elections in the spring. 

Hemdat, the Council for 
Freedom of Science, Religion and 
Culture in Israel, said the vote “is 
a low point in relations between 
the Diaspora and the State of 
Israel.” The group said it sees 
great danger in the manna- in 
which High Court rulings are 
bring bypassed via legislation, an 
approach that “is liable to under¬ 
mine tbe foundations of democra¬ 
cy” 

Haim Shapiro adds: 

Following tbe vote. Rabbi Uri 
Regev, director of the Reform 
Movement's Israel Religious 
Action Center, said that in addi¬ 
tion to flouting the High Court, the 
bill created a special category of 
declaration, not to tbe laws of the 
state, but to the Chief Rabbinate. 

Rabbi Ehud Ban del, president of 
the Conservative movement in 
Israel and one of the two non- 
Ortbodox representatives named 
to the Jerusalem Religious 
Council, said be could not swear a 
false oath. 

He said he would be willing to 
accept the halachic authority of 
the chief rabbis in areas where the 
law defines them as having author¬ 
ity, such as marriage and divorce, 
but not in other matters. 






Poraz: Mamilla delay due to Shabbat 


Hussain Abu Yakoub holds his two children as he and his wife watch their home In Kafr Haris being demolished yesterday. <ap) 

Civil Administration demolishes * 
two Palestinian homes 


ByAMYKLEHi and news agencies 

MK Avraham Poraz (.Shinui) 
yesterday appealed to the Supreme 
Court for the dismissal of the 
directors of the public-owned 
Carta Company, saying that they 
are bolding up completion of 
Jerusalem's Mamilla project 
because they don’t want movie 
theaters to be open on Shabbat 
there. 

The N1S 500 million Mamilla 
project outside the Old City was 
recently halted because of a dis¬ 
pute between the developer. Alrov 
Ltd-, and Cana, the company for 
the development of central 
Jerusalem, which owns the project. 

Carta chairman Sbmuri Casper 


called Poraz’s appeal a scandal, 
and said they refused to sign build¬ 
ing permit applications because 
they contradict the original zoning 
plans. The issue has nothing to do 
with movie theaters, Casper said 
yesterday. 

According to Casper, Alrov 
wants to build on some 2,000 sq. 
meters which have been designat¬ 
ed for public property. 

But Danny Golan, Alrov’s pro¬ 
ject manager for Mamilla, claims 
that Alrov has the right to build on 
this property, and “this is not the 
issue. Cana has acted improperly, 
using non-business considera¬ 
tions.” 

Both companies have entered 
binding arbitration. 


In his appeal, Poraz requested 
that Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu, as the Minister of 
Finance and the Minister of 
Building and Planning, fire the five 
board members because they 
allowed their personal considera¬ 
tions, rather than business ones, to 
determine Carta’s position. 

The government owns 74% of 
Carta, and the Jerusalem munici¬ 
pality owns 26%. 

“The state has invested hundreds 
of millions of shekels in the 
Mamilla project, evacuated hun¬ 
dreds of residents and businesses 
from there, and now this massive 
project will be stopped because of 
an illegal decision which is reli¬ 
giously-motivated,” Poraz wrote. 


By BEH LYNHELP 

The IDFs eviction of a Palestinian family 
from an illegally built West Bank home slat¬ 
ed for demolition turned into a violent con¬ 
frontation yesterday as dozens of neighbors 
pelted soldiers with stones and troops 
responded with tear gas and rubber-coated 
bullets. 

A soldier and a border policeman were 
lightly wounded during the incident in Kafr 
Haris, across the road from Ariel in the 
northern West Bank. 

AP reported from the scene that the owner 
of the house, Hussam Abu Yakoub, was 
wrestled to the ground by IDF troops while 
he clutched Ids toddler son and tried to 
block them. Blood was seen running down. 
his temple, AP said. 

. AP said troops fired tear-gas into the 
house to force the residents out 

Another house in the village also was 


destroyed, according to Peter Lerner, 
spokesman for the Civil Administration. Its 
owner was identified by the Palestinian 
Authority’s Voice of Palestine radio station 
as Awdeh Abdel-Kader. 

“These were two illegally built houses, 
we had gone through all the legal proce¬ 
dures and they were demolished,” Lerner 
said. 

A border policeman and an IDF soldier 
were lightly wounded from stones thrown at 
them by Palestinians protesting the demoli- 
tions.The IDF Spokesman said the two were 
treated at the site and that troops dispersed 
the protesters with rubber bullets and tear 
gas. 

The IDF Spokesman said the stone-throw¬ 
ing took place “during rioting by 
Palestinians in the course of the Civil 
Administration's demolition of illegal 
structures The soldier and policeman 
received medical treatment on the spot. The 


IDF force responded with rubber bullets' 
and tear gas and die rioting was dispersed.” 

Kamil Afghani, a Palestinian legislator 
from the Nablus district, said the demoli¬ 
tions would fuel anger ond resentment" 
among Palestinians. 

“Drily life is getting worse and worse 
with each passing day," he said. 

Hie most recent destruction of Palestinian 
structures took place .last week,, when 
Beduin tents were confiscated near the 
Hamra settlement in the Jordan Valley. 

“We carry out law enforcement ail the 
time,” Lerner said. 

Yesterday’s demolitions brought the total 
number of houses in the West Bank 
destroyed by the Civil Administration this 
year to 150. accartfing to figures from Noga 
Kidman, a staffer at Beiselem - the . Israel' 
Center for Human Rights in ! the Occupied 
Territories.-The CiSril Administration said it 
was checking its tally.- 


Unexploded Katyusha extracted from moshav in North 


By PAMPRUDGE 

An unexploded Katyusha rocket was 
safely removed from the garden of the 
home of Meir Shpan and his wife Leah 
on Moshav Liman, 5 km. north of 
Nahariya, yesterday evening. 

“It was only on Friday that I discovered 
we had an unwelcome and uninvited 
guest embedded in the ground in the 
backyard of our house,” said Meir 
Shpan.”! had gone outside to pick up the 
newspaper, which the paper boy usually 
throws onto the path, but this time it fell 
nearer the garden, and I happened to 
notice a hole that shouldn’t have been 


there. 

"I asked Leah if somebody had been 
digging In the backyard and when she 
said no, I told her I thought that the hole 
had been caused by a Katyusha, and that 
it was still there." 

The moshav was one of the places in 
the Galilee hit in Hizbullah’s Katyusha 
barrage last Wednesday. A number of 
rockets struck the moshav, causing con¬ 
siderable damage, but no casualties. 

The discovery of the Katyusha caused 
a security alert which lasted until it was 
neutralized and safely removed. 

“We were told that as long as it was 
embedded in the ground, there was no 


danger, but when the IDFs bomb dispos¬ 
al squad and police sappers started work 
on Sunday to remove it, Leah and I were 
evacuated, as were our neighbors, as a 
precaution,” said Shpan. “We had guests 
at the motel that we run nearby, who also 
had to be evacuated because of the possi¬ 
bility of the rocket explodiag while it 
was being removed.” 

Police and soldiers guarded tbe vacated 
properties throughout Sunday and yester¬ 
day, as work continued on trying to 
remove the 2.5-meter rocket from the 4- 
meter deep hole. 

“They started to dig around the rocket 
and downward until they reached a depth 


of about four meters, but that wasn’t 
enough. They had to bring in heavier 
equipment and continued digging to a 
depth of about eight meters until they 
were in a position to neutralize the rock¬ 
et and then slowly and very carefully 
remove it,” said Shpan. 

The rocket was finally taken to a safe 
place and destroyed. 

Meanwhile, io the security zone, an 
IDF soldier was lightly wounded in an 
accidental shooting on Sunday night. 
Troops were en route to carry out a mis¬ 
sion when a rifle discharged and one of 
the soldiers was shot in the leg. 

The wounded soldier was taken to 


Safed's Rebecca Sieff Hospital. The IDF 
is investigating. 

In a separate incident on Sunday, South 
Lebanese Army troops on a mission in 
the Beaufort Castle area found a 
weapons cache in a deserted house in 
Amoun village near the border of the 
zone. 

The munitions store included several 
explosive devices as well as a heavy 
machine gun and food supplies. 

Military sources said it appeared that 
gunmen, probably from Hizbullah, were 
using the abandoned building as a hide¬ 
out for launching attacks on IDF and 
SLA targets in the zone. 


IDF now letting former patients serve 


By JUDY SBEOEL 

Young people with a history of 
emotional disturbance wbo want 
to join the CDF are - for the first 
time - being examined on a 
case-by-case basis, and some of 
them have been allowed to serve 
as volunteers. 

Among the first 10 accepted 
daring the past year, three have 
won certificates of excellence 
for their service. 

This was disclosed by Maj. 
Gadi Lubin of the Medical 
Corps psychiatric division, who 
spoke at a Health Ministry sym¬ 
posium on “Rights of the 
Mentally Disabled Patient.’’ 

The day-long event, marking 
International Mental Health 
Day. was held at the Shalom 
Hotel in Jerusalem, and attended 
by 450 mental-health profes¬ 


sionals, volunteers in support 
groups, families of the mentally 
disturbed, and patients them¬ 
selves. 

Lubio said that more than a 
quarter of the young people with 
known psychological problems 
before enlisting were accepted 
into the army during the past 
year. 

The IDF, he added, has also 
shown more openness to sol¬ 
diers who develop emotional 
crises during their service. 
Instead of automatically giving 
them a profile of 21, leading to 
their discharge, those who want 
to continue to serve, if judged 
suitable, are sent to computer, 
medic, or other courses. 

“We are helping to fight the 
stigma among the emotionally 
disturbed.” said Lubin. “Among 
the considerations we are look¬ 


ing for when we judge the case 
are if the would-be volunteer 
was involved in a violent inci¬ 
dent, either against himself or 
someoae else, during the three 
years before... Others are their 
current functioning, how they 
have integrated themselves into 
society, discipline, and whether 
- and how much - the person 
wants to serve.” 

Lubia added: “(I have] made 
some errors in my decisions; but 
we have dealt with hundreds of 
cases already, and the cost of 
errors have so far been minimal. 
In most cases, commanding offi¬ 
cers have been very satisfied 
with the volunteers.” 

Lubin conceded; however, 
that, in general, he is “not 
proud” of the EDF’s process of 
discharging soldiers with mental 
problems and their subsequent 


follow-up. “We have got to 
improve in this matter," he 
declared. 

Many families of patients, as 
well as those with a history of 
mental problems in 1 tbe audi¬ 
ence, attacked the IDF heatedly 
with a variety of complaints, 
including “causing” their sons 
emotional distress during ser¬ 
vice, and a “lack of humane 
treatment" before, during, and 
after their service. 

According to Yisrael Eldar, 
chairman of the Forum for 
Families of the Mentally 
Disabled. 60.000 chronically ill 
among the emotionally dis¬ 
turbed do not receive vital med¬ 
ications from their health fund, 
but have to pay most or all of the 
cost themselves because the 
drugs are not included in the 
health basket 


Doctor kills self after 
found guilty of fraud 


By JUDY SIEGEL 

A former hospital head lulled 
himself yesterday, a day after he 
had been convicted of several 
counts of fraud. 

Dr. Gavriel Cana'an, 62. former 
director-general of the Rebecca 
Sieff Hospital in Safed, shot him¬ 
self in the head with a licensed pis¬ 
tol at home. 

On Sunday, Tiberias Magistrates’ 
Court found him guilty of several 
counts of issuing false financial 
reports to the hospital, misusing 
research funds for trips abroad, and 
fraud. He had served as his own 
defense attorney. 

In a suicide note. Cana'an said he 
could not bear the fact that be was 
found guilty, and said he bad been 
treated unfairly. He “never 


dreamed that a court would convict 
him based on cheap gossip." he 
wrote. 

His body was found by his wife 
Dorit, a psychologist at Sieff. He is 
also survived by two sons and two 
daughters. 

The Health Ministry had not yet 
started the process of a professional 
hearing, as it was waiting for a court 
ruling about the criminal violations, 
which occurred in 1990 and 1991. 

Tbe ministry said it was “very 
sorry about the way Dr. Cana'an 
met his death.” 

It noted that he had received cita¬ 
tions for bravery during the Yom 
Kippur War and bad contributed to 
the advancement of public health in 
the North. Cana’an had been chief 
of surgery at Poriya Hospital 
before joining Sieff. 


Gov’t nixes 
planned cut 
in investment 
aid 


By DAVID ZEV HARRIS 
and JESSICA STHHBERC 

The government yesterday 
decided to cancel its plan to fur¬ 
ther cut capital-investment aid, to 
22 percent from its current 24% in 
high-priority development zones, 
originally scheduled for imple¬ 
mentation in January 1999. 

The cabinet agreed to delay 
debating the measure until next 
year. 

In recent months. Industry and 
Trade Minister Natan Sharansky 
waged a campaign against imple¬ 
menting the cur. commenting that 
it would send a negative signal to 
the business community. 

Former finance ministers Dan 
Meridor and Yaakov Neeman sup¬ 
ported the gradual reduction to 
20%. saying the aid wasn't crucial 
for encouraging industrial devel¬ 
opment. 

“Because of the economic situa¬ 
tion and tbe decline in invest¬ 
ments, the government can’t act 
on decisions made two years ago 
and ignore what's happening 
today” Sharansky told the cabinet, 
in reference to the economy's 
slowdown since 1996. 

The cabinet's decision won’t 
have an effect on the 1999 state 
budget because investors aren’t 
tawng advantage of the aid. 
Investment Center head David 
Baruch said. 
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One in five Israeli children is poor 
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f By ARYEH PEAK COHEM 

One out of every five of the 
2,022,700 children in the nation con¬ 
tinues to five in poverty, and “we can 
no longer speak of ‘One Israel’ when 
it comes to them,” Asher Ben-Aiye 
of the National Council for the Child 
told Knesset members yesterday at 
the annual presentation of the coun¬ 
cil’s study, Israeli Children 1998. 

- “We are taking away their 
dreams;’ Dr. Yitzhak Kadman. 
executive director of the council, 
said. ‘The services these children 
are receiving ore being cut back, 
and by doing so we are giving them 
practically no chance not only eco¬ 
nomically, but also as regards edu¬ 
cation, health sendees, and culture.” 

The study also found a significant 
increase in acts of violence invotv- 
- 7 -ij?g and among children, with 1,309 
"Tfases involving violence committed 
by children in educational institu¬ 
tions - almost all against other chi I- 
dren - a 41% increase over 1990. 

“Combine the economic data 
with the sad fact that over the past 
year children have been exposed 
to violence more than ever before, 
either as victims, participants or 
witnesses to violence, and we get 
a very upsetting picture regarding 
Israel’s children,” Kadman'said. 

According to the study, prepared 
by Ben-Aiye and Yaffa Zionit of the 
council, 436,000 Israeli children, or 
21.8%, are poor, with the poverty 
level almost double among non-Jews 
(36.7%) than among Jews (17.9%). 

This figure is more accurate than 
thk 319,000 presented by the 
Wtional Insurance Institute, 


because the latter did not include 
homes where the breadwinner is 
self-employed or towns where the 
overall population was fewer than 
2,000 people, Ben-Arye said. 

“Poor children speak with their 
eyes.” said Knesset Speaker Dan 
Tichon. “You look at them and 


their eyes say everything... They 've 
long given up on having things oth¬ 
ers take for granted like computers, 
their own desk on which to do their 
homework, and a dream of their 
own room. They don't even talk 
about going abroad.” 

Tichon called for an investiga¬ 


tion of why. despite considerable 
sums spent for social services, the 
situation remains so serious. 

Almost 171,000 children were liv¬ 
ing last year in extremely difficult 
economic circumstances, with their 
family's entire income based on 
welfare, an increase of 109% com- 


Crumbling health care sends 
more children to emergency rooms 


Almost a quarter of the nation's children spent at 
least some time in a hospital emergency room last 
year, according to data released yesterday by the 
National Council for the Child. 

The council’s annual report noted that 495.000 
children were taken to hospital emergency rooms, 
in 66.9 percent of the cases for an illness. 

“Many of them never should have had to come to 
an emergency room,” said Asher Ben-Arye. who 
helped prepare the study for the council. “They 
could have gotten the medical treatment in their 
community if their health funds weren't collapsing, 
closing down services, cutting hours and leading to 
a situation where parents take their children direct¬ 
ly to the emergency room ” 

A total of 163,000 children turn up at hospital 
emergency rooms annually due to accidents, of 
which only about 15% are car accidents, the study 
also reported. Accidents at schools were up 7.4% 
last year to 14.500. 

■ Not ail the data was negative - the decline in the 
infant mortality rate continued in 1997. to 6.2 per 
1.000 live births. However, the rate among non- 
Jews is still almost twice that among Jews - 9.8 
among Moslems. 5 among Jews. 4.5 among 
Christians and 8.5 among Druse. 

• Givatayim is the “oldest” city in the country. 


with only 20.5% of the population children, while 
the Beduin town of Rabat in the Negev is the 
“youngest,” with 60.3% of the population children. 
Betar (56.3%), Efrat (55.2%), Kfar Manda 
(55.3%). Kiryat Arba (50.8%), Maccabim-Reut 
(48.1%), Shoham (48.1%), Umra el-Fahm (47.8%), 
Bnei Brak (47-5%) and Jerusalem (40.5%) were 
some of the other leading “young” areas. Tel Aviv 
(21.6%). Ramat Gan (22.5%) Haifa (24.1%) and 
Bat Yam (24.7) lead the “old” communities. 

• Immigrant children make up the highest per¬ 
centage among all children in Or Akiva, Sderot and 
Upper Nazareth, where they are more than 36% of 
the children, and in Hadera (28.7%), Karraiel 
(26.7). Kiryat Yam (26.8), Arad (24.6), Kiryat Gat 
(23.4), Ma'alot (22.5) and Kiryat Malachi (21.4)., 

Ben-Arye also noted that 31,900 children, main¬ 
ly of immigrants, are classified as having “no reli¬ 
gion.” a situation which contributes to difficulties in 
their obtaining vital services. 

• Divorce is also playing an increasing role in the 
world of children, with some 10,000 children’s par¬ 
ents going through a divorce in 1997, a significant 
increase over 1996 (7,295), according to the study. 

The study also found that there are 87,000 single¬ 
parent families here, with some 141,000 children. 

Arveh Dean Cohen 
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Working for JNF 

Senior members of the Habonim Dror youth movement from Britain pose at their Jewish National Fund work site above Sha'ar 
Hagai before the arrival of 150 of their younger counterparts for a week of winter camp. In the front row (from left) are Oli 
Greespan, Kathryn Raymond, Sam Leifer, and Evie Bergson; in the back row (from left) are Ben Farleigh, Mickey Marks, Ben 
Woolf, Rick Berke, Dan Beriowitz, and Aron Kiiner. Uoe M*Jcoim> 

Lake Kiimeret at 44 cm. above ‘red-line’ 

Water shortage worse than in ’91 





By DAVID BUDGE 

The water level in the Kinneret 
has continued dropping, despite 
recent rain in the North, and is 
now only 44 centimeters from the 
“red-line” mark. 

“The situation is very bad, even 
worse in my opinion than we had 
in the winter of 1991 because ai 
least then there was some rainfall 
in November and December” said 
ShJomo Bahaloul, deputy head of 
the Lake Kinneret Authority. 

“So far this winter the amount of 
rainfall around the Kinneret area 
itself has been marginal - a total 
of about 15 millimeters at the 
southern end and less than 50 mil¬ 
limeters at the northern end, which 
is barely enough to wet the 
ground,” said BabaiouL 
Local showers are expected in 
most parts of the country today, 
with the weather bureau warning 
of the risk of flooding in the 
South. The rainfall, however, is 
not expected to be heavy enough 
to make any impact on the deplet¬ 
ed waters of the Kinneret 
“We are still waiting for the win¬ 
ter to start, and hoping and pray¬ 
ing that the long-range forecast fpr 
more than average ramfalj will 
still prove to be correct,” said 
Bahaloul. 

Further north, staff of the Ml 
H ermon ski site are also keeping 
‘ their fingers crossed. A ski site 
without snow does not have a lot 
to offer visitors. 

“There’s a few centimeters of 
snow on the peak - enough for 
visitors to throw snowballs at one 
another, but the middle and lower 
slopes are brown, just like in the 
summer," said .site manager 


Menachem Baruch. 

Baruch noted that millions of 
shekels bad been invested in 
improving the site and its facili¬ 
ties, including a video on-line 
Internet site to show the state of 
skiing on the slopes. 


“Normally, the season opens 
between January 5-10, so we still 
have some time to go and there are 
finally signs that winter is in the air, 
which is encouraging,” said Baruch. 

“In normal times, however, we 
would have seen more ran and 


some light snow by now, which 
has not happened so far this year. 

“Nevertheless, we are still hope¬ 
ful that winter is on the way, despite 
the fact that no heavy rain, or snow 
in our case, is forecast for the region 
in the coming days,” he added. 
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pared to the same figure in 1990. 

Immigrant children were particu¬ 
larly hard-hit. Between 1990-97, 
216,842 of them arrived here, and 
between 1995-97, the percentage 

living under the poverty line rose 
from 22.6% to 23.5%. The percent¬ 
age of single-parent families among 
the immigrants is almost three times 
that in the overall population (21 2% 
compared to 8.2%), which also con¬ 
tributes to their difficult situation. 

Regarding violence, the study 
found that 7.222 police files were 
opened regarding juveniles in 
1997, compared to 6,650 in 1996, 
up 8.6%. Juveniles’ involvement 
in drug-related crimes is increas¬ 
ing. and reached 6% last year. 

A total of 6,200 police files 
involving crimes committed 
against juveniles - 1,407 involv¬ 
ing crimes committed within the 
family - was reported last year. 
Last year 1.692 children hurt in 
domestic violence were hospital¬ 
ized, an 88% increase over 1995. 

Kadman said Israel is neglecting 
its children because “they have no 
electoral power,” and investment 
in them only shows results many 
years later. 

“Politicians want to see results 
right away” he said, but neglecting 
children often produces immediate 
negative results. He called on 
Israelis “to understand that the 
expense item called “children’ 
should not be seen as an expense, 
but an investment... the best that 
can be made. Maybe the policy will 
change if we understand that 
today’s children are the citizens 
and future of Israel tomorrow.” 

Rabbinate 
warns of 
unqualified 
‘mohalim’ 

By HAH SHAPIRO 


Unqualified mohalim (ritual 
circumcisers) and even doctors 
can harm children by performing 
circumcisions which are not 
according to Halacha. according 
to Rabbi Avraham Babayof. head 
of the circumcision department 
Of^heGbief Rabbrnfl^ 
'-Btf&aybf made his comments in 
cohrriedtion with’ (he distribution 
of idlfrifHty tags'fd some ’300 
mohalim who are authorized by 
the rabbinate. 

In particular, he warned against 
the use of a local anesthetic 
before the operation, which he 
said the Health Ministry had 
described as an unnecessary 
medical risk. 

Babayof called on those need¬ 
ing the services of a mohel to 
examine the tags, which differen¬ 
tiate between those who are 
merely certified and those who 
are categorized as experts. The 
list of certified mohalim has also 
been distributed to delivery 
rooms and local religious coun¬ 
cils. 

However. Rabbi Andrew Sacks, 
a Conservative rabbi and the only 
non-Orthodox rabbi to function 
regularly as a mohel here, said 
that the Chief Rabbinate commit¬ 
tee which authorizes mohalim 
has no legal authority to do so. It 
is made up entirely of haredim 
and has refused to allow a 
Conservative rabbi to recite a 
blessing when a physician per¬ 
forms a circumcision in a hospi¬ 
tal. he said. 

Sacks added that the medical 
requirements for mohalim is 
minimal. 

There is. he said, no testing for 
hepatitis or HJV. 

“According to them, a physi¬ 
cian can perform neurosurgery, 
but not a circumcision,” he said. 
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Man crushes grandson to death with tractor 

Roni Jamal Salim. 12, of Deir Hanna in Western Galilee, was 
killed yesterday afternoon after being hit by a tractor driven by his 
grandfather. 

The grandfather was driving the tractor on a pain nan a kilome¬ 
ter from the village. Attached to the back was a cart with several 
children inside. 

Salim tried to move from the cart to the tract or while it was 
moving and lost his balance, catching his head between the wheel 
and the mudguard. 

Teen killed m freak accident 

A 15-year-old from a Galilee village was killed yesterday when, 
in a fit of anger, he slammed a pipe containing a bullet against a 
wall and it went off in bis face. 

He had asked another youth to call his mother and. when the 
other youth did not, he banged tbe 30-cm. pipe, which contained a 
bullet from a hunting rifle, against a wall. 

Police said it is unclear why the teen had a bullet in the pipe. 

him 

Teen driver regulations take effect in March 

The regulation allowing those over 17 to obtain driver’s licenses 
is to go into effect on March 3. 

According to the regulation, young people may begin taking dri¬ 
ving lessons at 16 and a half. However, the 17-year-olds who ger 
licenses will have to drive with an older driver for the first six 
months. Haim Shapiro 

10th of Tevet marked today 

The Fast of the I Oth of Tevet. which marks the beginning of the 
siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar n, 
who destroyed the First Temple in 586 BCE, occurs today. 

In the early years of tbe state, the chief rabbis specified this day 
as the day to remember all those date of death is unknown, includ¬ 
ing those who perished in the Holocaust 
Many observant Jews continue to consider it the Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 

The fast is observed from sunrise to sunset According to the 
Jerusalem Religious Council, the fast begins at 6:34 a.m. and ends 
at 4:47 p.m. Haim Shapiro 

Ministry helps Greek, Turkish Cypriots 

Israelis and Palestinians may have much to learn about resolv¬ 
ing conflicts, but that isn’t stopping the Foreign Ministry from 
running conflict resolution courses for Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots. 

“We have a great deal of experience in conflict negotiation and 
resolution, and think we have something to contribute to others in 
this regard" said Miki Arbel, director of training at MASHAV. the 
Foreign Ministry’s Center for International Cooperation at the 
Ministry of Affairs. 

Twenty-five participants graduated this week from the experi¬ 
mental, month-long program, which was held at the Negev 
Institute for Strategic Peace Planning and Development 

Donna Harman 


urug use up among 
young immigrants 
from CIS, Ethiopia 
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ByABYEH DEAH COHEN 

The education system has 
•failed dismally” in preventing 
drug use among young Ethiopian 
immigrants, Knesset Immigration 
and Absorption Committee chair¬ 
man Naomi Blumeothal said yes¬ 
terday. 

Speaking at a session on drug 
use among new immigrants. 
Blumenthal said the scope of drug 
use among both adults and youths 
in the immigrant population is 
more severe, “because a large per¬ 
centage of tbe addicts and users 
are not exposed to and are 
unaware of treatment methods." 

MK Yuri Stern (Yisrael 
Ba’aliya) said the various treat¬ 
ment centers are unaware of the 
phenomenon and are therefore ill- 
equipped to deal with it 

“All the bodies dealing with the 
war against drugs must meet to 
discuss specific ways of preven¬ 
tion, supplying information and 
treatment,” he said. “The educa¬ 
tion system must allocate special 
budgets for activity among the 
young new immigrants from 


Ethiopia and the CIS.” 

MK Naomi Chazan, who last 
week was appointed chairman of 
the Knesset committee on drug 
abuse, said a study must be made 
among the immigrants to check 
the scope of tbe problem and 
determine what needs to be done. 

Anti-Drug Authority director- 
general Shlomo Gal said 
Ethiopian youth comprise eight 
percent of youth treated at ambu¬ 
latory drug treatment centers, 
despite the fact that they make up 
only 1% of the juvenile popula¬ 
tion. “The situation among young¬ 
sters from the CIS is even more 
serious; they make up 20% of the 
youths treated, and they are less 
than 8% of the population," Gal 
said, adding the situation will only 
worsen if special treatment for 
immigrants is not offered. 

The committee called on all the 
bodies involved in fighting drug 
use to hold a special session on the 
matter and called on the Anti-Drug 
Authority to publicize the frame¬ 
works for treatment among immi¬ 
grants, including in the media in 
their languages. 
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Chokes and prices 


I Q old rural communities, 
no sane farmer would ever 
dream of putting the cart 
before the horse. In our 
sophisticated world, expert 
pundits with strings of 
degrees that stretch as for as 
plowed furrows do it all the 
time. 

There is a long-standing 
conventional wis¬ 
dom that says 
when China pro¬ 
gresses economi¬ 
cally, so will it 
democratically. 

Inevitably, as dawn 
follows darkness. 

This is patently 
not so. The truth is 
that as China has 
advanced econom¬ 
ically, it has stood 
still democratical¬ 
ly- 

When it stands 
still economically, 
it regresses rapidly to 
Communist Party tyranny, 
democratically speaking, as 
darkness follows twilight. 

For ail the chaos in Russia, 
its political leadership has 
chosen to put the economic 
cart in the right place - 
behind the democratic horse. 
Because of its developing 
democratic institutions and 
the freedom of its people to 
contribute to and vote on 
national issues, there is good 
reason to assume that democ¬ 
ratic success will eventually 
deliver the economic goods. 

In China, a good economy 
did not. and will not, deliver 
democracy. 

Annoying kangaroos 
It is more likely that a 
stalling economy will deliver 
more repression as the leader¬ 
ship's obsession with “stabili¬ 
ty" (status quo) becomes 
paramount. Now that I999's 
predicted global recession 
looms closer, it is no surprise 
that pro-democracy activists 
are being rounded up and 
locked up. 

Did somebody forget that 
this is a communist state run 
by ruthless hacks who have 
clawed their way to the lop 
and who intend to remain 
there until power is prized 
from their cold dead hands? 

So far in the past week 
China has jailed four pro¬ 
democracy activists in its lat¬ 
est sweep of repression. • . 

For trying to register a 
token China Democracy 
party, they have been charged, 
without defense, in trials last¬ 
ing mere hours, with such 
crimes as subversion and 
“providing intelligence to 
hostile foreign organizations” 
(human rights groups). 

The trials breached the 
rules of China’s own laws. To 
call them kangaroo courts 
would be to insult the justice 
system of Australian marsupi¬ 
als. 

Shortly after Mikhail 
Gorbachev visited Beijing 
amid huge pro-democracy 
rallies inspired by bis reforms 
in the Soviet Union, the 
Chinese made it clear that 
Moscow's way would not be 
their way. 

As soon as Gorbachev had 
gone, they proved it, moving 
the army in to Tiananmen 
Square to begin the slaughter 
of the nascent democracy and 
the young people who advo¬ 
cated iL 

I am the law 

It was a rude awakening for 
the starry-eyed China pundits. 
Thanks to their efforts, US 
opinion polls in March 1989 
showed that 75 percent of 
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Americans had a favorable 
view of China and 13 percent 
had an unfavorable view. In 
July, a month after Tiananmen, 
the romantic sheen became 
somewhat tarnished - the poll 
figures reversed. 

President Jiang Zemin can¬ 
not be accused of acting 
duplicitously - promising 
human rights 
progress to the 
Americans on one 
hand, and jailing 
dissidents with 
the other. Just 
before the recent 
trials began, be 
stated clearly 
what many China 
apologists have 
forgotten: China 
is a monolithic, 
communist dicta¬ 
torship that will 
brook no dissent, 
so get used to it. 

Jiang said China will never 
accept multi-party politics. It 
is subversion and will be 
crushed. The party must be 
obeyed, the system must not 
be weakened, and Western 
types of political system 
would never ever be copied. 
These systems represent 
“infiltration, subversion, and 
separatism by international 
and domestic hostile forces." 

There you have it - there is 
no anti-China propaganda 
there; that is China in its own 
words. The question is, what 
can the democratic world do 
about it? 

The answer is. not a lot, but 
at least the China business 
lobby can stop trying to fool 
us all. 

Choices have prices 

If China can be honest 
about being an illiberal dicta¬ 
torship, the American busi¬ 
ness lobby can at least be 
honest about the rapacious 
greed (sorry, marketing strat¬ 
egy) that allows it to brush 
aside China's human rights 
abuses, hatred of democracy, 
forced prison labor, show tri¬ 
als. or peevish bullying of 
democratic Taiwan. 

Every state is different and 
is free to adopt the Sinatra 
doctrine and do it their way, 
but choices have prices. 

At one extreme, Iraq is pay¬ 
ing an extreme price for/us 
extreme obnoxiousness. At , 
the other extreme, states like • 
Denmark or New Zealand live 
in blissful wealth, near 
anonymity, and unbridled 
freedom, rewards for a choice 
of not irritating anybody. 

If China wishes to sign UN 
charters on human rights and 
freedom (two in the past year) 
and be a respected member of 
the modem family of nations 
- as its great size and culture 
entitle it to be - it cannot for¬ 
ever run with the communist 
fox and bunt with the capital¬ 
ist hounds. There’s a price. 

The trouble with America's 
China policy has been that it 
is three-faced: Washington 
can never decide whether 
China is a friend, an enemy, 
or neither. (Europe’s policy is 
either faceless or egg-on- 
face.) The US Commerce 
Department drools over 
exports to China, the friendly 
colorful market place. The 
State Department frets about 
human rights, democracy, and 
the cost of its fretting. 
Coming in a poor third, the 
Defense Department worries 
about this potential enemy's 
relentless modernization and 
expansion of its military. 

No wonder China is con¬ 
fused - it’s the message stu¬ 
pid! 


The Yankees are coining 

Newcomers are flooding into the American South - giving Dixieland 
new prosperity and a different face - much to the chagrin of old-timers. 


By SUE AHHE PBESSIEY 

HARDEEVILLE, S.C. - Henry 
Ingram does not cotton to Yankees. 

He has, in fact, taken legal steps 
at die Jasper County Courthouse 
here to ensure that no Yankee can 
ever trespass on or purchase his 
Delta Plantation, a 1,700-acre 
abandoned rice farm filled with 
water turkeys, snowy egrets, moss- 
draped oaks, slave-built roads and 
the ghosts of Sherman's march to 
thesea. 

“Yankees just don’t know bow to 
act," grumbled Ingram, 60, a fire¬ 
cracker and video poker tycoon 
who recently ran for mayor of (he 
nearby resort town of Hilton Head 
Island with a tongue-in-cheek sug¬ 
gestion that Yankee transplants 
receive a one-way bus ticket home. 

“We didn't have any (rouble until 
they started coming down here, 
telling us how to do things." 

His is one southerner's reaction, 
admittedly extreme, to living in an 
area that is changing so dramatical¬ 
ly - growing faster than any other 
region in the United States - that it 
no longer resembles the South of 
his youth - or even, for that matter, 
the South of the I9S0s. 

But Ingram, as he knows, is fight¬ 
ing a losing cause. The South - here 
in the coastlands north of Savannah. 
Gjl, and across broad swaths of the 
former Confederacy - in large part 
already is slipping out of the grasp 
of people considered traditional 
southerners. 

As the region becomes more 
diverse and more in sync with the 
rest of the nation, spurred by a bet¬ 
ter-educated middle class and a 
vibrant, more egalitarian economy, 
it also appears to be forfeiting some 
of the distinctive qualities that 
always made it such a reliable 
stereotype - the butt of jokes and 
the darling of songwriters and nov¬ 
elists. 

In more and more places in the 14 
states that make up the South, peo¬ 
ple no longer know who their 
neighbors are. They no longer live 
mainly on farms and in the country: 
seven of 10 southerners now live in 
metropolitan areas, according to a 
recent study. They are no longer just 
black and white, either, Hispanics. 
migrating beyond Texas and 
Florida, make up 11 percent of the 
population, and the number o| 
Asians, although smaller 
increased more than 48 percent dur¬ 
ing the 1990s alone. 

And instead of people fleeing the 
South, as whites did during the 
Great Depression in search of a bet¬ 
ter way of life, and as blacks did 
during post-World War 13 in search 
of more equal opportunities, new¬ 
comers now are flocking here in 
unprecedented droves. From the 
Northeast from the Midwest, even 
from California, they are streaming 
in, at a steady rate of a million a 
year, drawn by jobs, mild weather, a 
new emphasis on public and higher 
education and a still-affordable 
lifestyle that remains relatively 
relaxed. 

They are making the southern 
accent almost endangered - and 
prompting diehards such as Ingram 
to broaden their definition of 
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For many Americans from north of the Mason-Dixon line, a trip South usually meant the playland of Miami. Now-the Yanks are 
relocating, and the South is home to one in three Americans. i American Cuitnra] center) 


Yankee. Indeed, the depopulation 
trend has been so fully reversed that 
one in three Americans - or 87 mil¬ 
lion people - call the South home. 

“TTiis is a section of the country 
that was insulated for 200 years by 
its own poverty and discrimination, 
and the earlier waves of immigra¬ 
tion that rolled over the rest of the 
country just didn't happen here,” 
said George Autiy, president of 
MDC Inc., a Chapel Hill, N.C.. 
think tank that has tracked the 
region’s economic development for 
30 years and whose recent report 
“The State of the South," delineated 
the changes. “We have been insulat¬ 
ed. And "now we're die part of the 
country that is experiencing the 
most in-migration." 

NO region in the nation is debated 
„ a^p^iai^tely,asThe South, raid no 
* resridn' cara^Mire-'bi^gagc'from 
the past -the legacy of slavery and 
the later Jim Crow policies. More 
than 130 years after the final defeat 
at Appomattox, the Civil War still 
reverberates; Ingram, for one, 
speaks of the "war of northern 
aggression" as if it took place yes¬ 
terday. Regional icons of that era - 
the Confederate flag, still flying 
daily outside the South Carolina 
Capitol; the song “Dixie” still sung 
at die Citadel and many other places 
-- persist despite efforts by certain 
groups to remove them as symbols 
of racism. 

But with that rebel pride there 
also has been a corresponding 
awareness that the rest of the world 
often viewed the southerner as 
backward, insular, lackadaisical 
about education and possessed of a 


religiosity so consuming that out¬ 
siders often saw it as either dictato¬ 
rial or comical. For decades, south¬ 
erners assumed America was made 
up of themselves, and everyone else 
- who did not understand or care to 
embrace the South's peculiarities. 
And that is what is being “all shook 
up." as ‘The State of the South” 
report puis iL by the increasing vari¬ 
ety and continuing shifts in the 
region's population. 

The old order of the South, it 
seems, has become disordered. 

The impact is notable in the 
largest cities - such as Atlanta and 
Charlotte. N.C_ both booming dur¬ 
ing the 1990s - but also is being felt 
in the smaller, less obvious towns, 
especially in the Carotinas and 
Georgia. 

Hilton Head Island. S.C.. once 
vaiyed chiefly for its sea pine dm-, 
ber and ** incorporated' offly^stnee 
1983, now has 30,000 largely well- 
beeled newcomers, and the blacks 
who serve its hotels and resorts are 
bused in from the countryside. 

Cary. N.C.. in the ’ high-tech 
Research Triangle area near 
Raleigh, has exploded from a 1990 
population of not quite 45.000 to 
85.000 a mere eight years later, 
with 50 percent of adult residents 
possessing college degrees. A com¬ 
mon joke" is that the town’s name 
now rightly stands for "Corral Area 
for Relocated Yankees." Although 
the influx of newcomers grates on 
maay old-timers' nerves, other 
longtime residents describe the 
growth as a good thing. 

“In the old days, this was a one- 
stoplight town, and it was right out¬ 
side my drugstore.” said Cary phar¬ 


macist Ralph Ashworth, who has 
been in business there for 42 years. 
“Then IBM came in i960, and peo¬ 
ple have been coming ever since. 
Frankly, I've always considered it a 
plus to have the diversity of new 
people - they’ve brought new ideas 
and a lot of the cultural things we 
probably wouldn't have had other¬ 
wise. Of course, you’re always 
going to have some people who 
don’t like change. They like the sta¬ 
tus quo. You hear them complain, 
‘The road goes both ways.' ” 

In Hickory, N.C., a town of 
30.000 on the edge of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, the furniture and 
hosiery factories that once provided 
blue-collar whites wifi stable jobs 
are seeking out Asian and Hispanic 
immigrants who also are enrolled in 
.community college progr^qis.io 
. learn better English. iAt a time jwbjen 
• the ^rea'^uhemploymeht 1 rater is a 
scant 3 percent, the emeigence of 
this new work force is creating few 
tensions, a situation that could 
change rapidly if real competition 
for unskilled jobs sets in again. 

Not every part of the South, how¬ 
ever. is undergoing a transforma¬ 
tion. Kentucky is lagging in overall 
growth, as are Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and West Virginia. 
Venture into isolated sections of 
northeastern North Carolina, and 
“they look more like they did when 
Sir Waiter Raleigh sent his parties 
ashore," Autiy said, despite an over¬ 
all gain of nearly a half-million new 
residents in the state this decade. 

And the specter of southern 
poverty has hardly been obliterated. 
A recent report by the Children's 
Defense Fund pointed out that one- 


fourth (or 5.5 million) of southern 
children remain poor, and that 84 of 
the nation's 100 poorest counties 
for children are in the South. 

The difference is that now. 
according to US Census figures, I 
million of those poor Southern chil¬ 
dren are Hispanic. 

BUT the story of this newly minted 
South is. for now, much more a 
story of prosperity. Nowhere is this 
more obvious than in the fastest- 
growing area of South Carolina - 
Hilton Head island. Shaped like a 
running shoe, the barrier isle 30 
miles north of Savannah and 90 £ 
miles south of Charleston attracts W. 
238 million tourists a year to its ' 
3,000 hotel rooms, 1,000 time- 
share units, 23 golf courses, 300 
tennis coops, eight marinas. 36, 
shopping"areas and 236 restaurants. 

Todays’fliltbii Head is light ye£hs 1 
removed from'the isolated endave- 
of fishermen, lumbermen, and 
descendants of freed slaves, speak¬ 
ing their own Guiiah dialect, who 
forged its past. 

Although the area has a well-doc¬ 
umented reputation as a haven for 
older residents - nearly half are 
older than 45 - it also has begun to 
attract younger families, such as the 
Schonings, formerly of Summit, 
NJ. Pfete and Kim moved here three 
years ago with their two young 
daughters, followed in short ordeW 
by Kim’s parents, her sister ancr 
niece. 

"The weather in New Jersey just 
didn't cooperate that much,” said 
Kim Schoning, 36. “and we wanted 
to raise our kids in a nice area.” 

(The Washington Post) 


Rough time ahead for Congress 

Many fear Clinton’s impeachment proceedings will make it difficult for Congress 

to get anything done in the coming year. 


By KAREN HOSIER 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton’s gift for compartmen¬ 
talizing will be put to the ultimate 
test next yean Can an impeached 
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president work with his adver¬ 
saries in Congress to find a solu¬ 
tion to sensitive political problems 
in an atmosphere poisoned almost 
beyond imagination? 

A legislative agenda topped by 
Social Security reform - an agenda 
that also embraces tax cuts, health 
care regulation, a defense buildup 
and proposals for improving 
schools and day care for welfare 
mothers - holds great appeal for 
lawmakers as well as the White 
House. 

But as die Senate moves to put 
the president on trial or censure 
him harshly - or both - many 
question whether any other legisla¬ 
tive business can be achieved by 
fall, when the 2000 presidential 
race will begin to dominate 
Washington politics. 

“The easy answer would be *No.* 
’’ said Martin C. Corry. a lobbyist 
for the American Association of 
Retired Persons. “But this atmos¬ 
phere is so volatile and unpre¬ 
dictable that anyone who Says they 
know what’s going happen is prob¬ 
ably wrong.” 

Senate Minority Leader Tom 
Daschle. D-SD.. who is trying to 
work out a deal with Republicans 
for a censure tbat would allow 
Clinton to avoid a trial, says he is 
pessimistic about the prospects for 
legislative progress unless a 
speedy impeachment bargain is 
reached. 

”We only have about nine 
months to get something done 
before the election season starts.” 
Daschle said. “If we spend a third 
or more of that on a trial, then I 
think our opportunity for getting 
anything else done is Iosl" 


But others argue that there's a 
countervailing force at play: 
Congressional Republicans share 
with Clinton a keen interest in 
being remembered for accomplish¬ 
ments beyond their role in the 
unpopular impeachment drama. 

Many of the Republican senators 
facing re-election in two years 
come from Rust Belt states in the 
Northwest and Midwest, where 
many voters are more interested in 
federal help for their ailing cities 
and other economic problems than 
in ideological warfare against the 
presidenL 

“We understand that we repre¬ 
sent difficult states and that we 
have to work that much harder." 
said Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., 
who will seek a second term in 
2000. 

“It would probably be better for 
us not to have a Congress where 
nothing gets done because we’re 
mired in partisan battle." 

At the same time, Santorum, 
who has mode Social Security 
reform his top priority, said he can 
easily envision his sitting in judg¬ 
ment of Clinton as a juror while 
simultaneously negotiating with 
the president over how to restruc¬ 
ture the federal retirement program 
to boost the return on its invest¬ 
ments. 

‘1 don't think the prospects are 
as bleak as everyone likes to 
believe," the senator said. 

FOR Clinton, the political calcu¬ 
lus is simple. Long before the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal broke in 
January, the president had zeroed 
in on “saving” the Social Security 
system as the cause he hoped la 


make his legacy. 

Clinton needs a victory on that 
front even more now, to offset the 
stain of impeachment. And if suc¬ 
cess requires Clinton to work side 
by side with his political enemies, 
no problem. The president is an 
acknowledged master at turning 
the oilier cheek. 

At a White House conference on 
Social Security reform this month, 
one of the participants said he was 
stunned at the degree to which 
both Clinton and the Republican 
lawmakers who were present 
seemed to put the issue aside and 
deal with one another graciously. 

“You would never have known 
that there was an impeachment 
debate going on simultaneously on 
the other end of Pennsylvania 
Avenue." said Robert Greenstein, 
executive director of the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities, 
which is associated with liberal 
causes. 

“1 think the Republicans 
involved fully expect that Bill 
Clinton will nor be removed from 
office, and they are looking for his 
leadership on this issue" added 
Greenstein, who now puts the odds 
of winning Social Security legisla¬ 
tion during the coming term at 50 
percent. 

Such predictions of a productive 
106th Congress are rare and, to 
some, seem wildly optimistic. 
Almost nothing but impeachment 
was achieved on Capitol Hill in 
1998. 

Congress only barely managed 
to complete its one essential job¬ 
providing money for the govern! 
mem to operate. And thai was done 
slap-dash, at the last minute. 


Obstacles to progress look even 
greater for the next two years. 

The slim Republican majority in 
the House with which Republican 
leaders struggled to govern in the 
last Congress shrank further in the 
election, to a scant six votes. Rep. 
Dennis Hasten. R-Ili., the newly 
designated House speaker, cannot 
afford to alienate any of those 
Republicans in a bid to win sup¬ 
port from Democrats. 

Meanwhile, Senate Democrats 
retain the power do stop any bill 
titey oppose - assuming that an 
impeachment trial has not blocked 
such legislation first. 

What s more, the last Congress 
of a president’s second terra is usu¬ 
ally unproductive, because the. 
focus tends to shift quickly from 
the lame-duck president to the 
would-be successors competing 
for his job. 

Moreover, this lame duck has 
been formally charged with lying 
by lawmakers who would be called 
upon to mist him now - and vice 
versa - in negotiations over the 
roost popular and politically sensi¬ 
tive government program in the 
country: Social Security. 

Senate Majority Leader Trent 
Lott, R-Miss., did not even mist 
that Clinton was acting in good 
faith when the president ordered 
the missile attack on Iraq on the 
eve of the House impeachment 
vote. 

‘-Obviously, it’s going to be very 
difficult to accomplish anything in 
this environment' said Marshall 
Witnnann. a congressional analyst 
with the conservative Heritage 
Foundation. 

(The Baltimore Sun) 
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Senators want quick Clinton trial 
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WASHINGTON f AP) — The push for a 
Speedy Senate impeachment trial is gaining 
momentum among key lawmakers from 
both parties. 

But Republicans say censure should be 
considered only after those proceedings 
begin, and perhaps not before they conclude 
with an up-or-down vote on removing 
president Bill Clinton. 

Democrats, meanwhile, say Clinton may 
not agree to a censure resolution that says 
he lied under oath. And talk of imposing a 
fine on him is slowing down, according to 
Minority Leader Tom Daschle. 

Talks on the logistics are expected to 
intensify this week as the 106th Congress 
prepares to convene on January 6. 

Senators such as Rick Santorum, R-Psl. 
and'John Breaux. D-La., are suggesting the 
trial begin by the next day. Several senators 
said on the Sunday television talk shows 

US Social 
Security: 

Y2K 
problems 
solved 

WASHINGTON (Reuters)—The 
Social Security administration has 
resolved year 2000 computer 
pr ablems, and retirement checks 
be on time when the new mil¬ 
lennium arrives, the agency’s chief 
said yesterday. 

“We have about 30-plus million 
lines that we have been working 
on to fix this issue and hundreds of 
people on the staff have been 
spending tune on it, but it’s now 
resolved,” Social Security 
Commissioner Kenneth Apfel told 
NBC’s Today show. 

. The White House planned a public 
event later in the morning to high¬ 
light Social Security’s success after 
Apfel briefed President Bin Clinton. 

The Year 2000 or “Y2K. prob¬ 
lem,” also called the "millennium 


that they want the matter concluded in the 
first two months of the year. 

Sen. Mitch McConnell. R-Ky„ said cen¬ 
sure should not be discussed until after the 
Senate votes on the peijury and obstniction- 
of-justice impeachment articles approved 
by the House. 

“Assuming neither of those articles pass, 
which is what’s widely expected will be the 
outcome... you sit down and you negotiate 
the censure alternative," he told Fox TV. 

Republicans and Democrats agreed that any 
trial should be quick, given that many senators 
of both parties believe there is little chance 
that the Senate could muster the two-thirds 
majority to convict and remove Clinton. 

Internal surveys to see whether there actu¬ 
ally is a two-thirds majority for conviction 
will not begin until after the trial opens, said 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Orrin Hatch, R-Uiah. 


Without the 67 votes needed. Senate lead¬ 
ers then would ’'come up with the strongest 
censure resolution there is,” Hatch said on 
CBS’s Face the Nation, 

Democrats are pushing for a strongly word¬ 
ed censure to punish Clinton for trying to cover 
up his affair with Monica Lewinsky, perhaps 
adding a fine and admission of peijury. Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y., said he is 
leading a bipartisan censure drafting effort 
Daschle, however, said Moynihan and 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott oppose 
adding a fine to the agreement He added 
that Clinton likely would not agree to a res¬ 
olution that says be lied under oath. 

The matter could be a major sticking point 
between parties, since many Republicans 
believe that Clinton committed perjury. 

Senators of both parties agreed that they, 
like seemingly most Americans, warn the 
matter disposed of swiftly. But the timeliness 


of such a trial depends heavily on the defini¬ 
tion of speed in a chamber that prides itself 
on careful, often lengthy, deliberations. 

Several senators suggested that the trial con¬ 
clude by March, the traditional starting time 
for the Senate’s legislative work. "Nothing 
happens in that fust two months anyway,” 
Moynihan said on NBC’s Meet the Press. 

A month-long, full-blown trial would “not 
really impede the Senate,” Santorum agreed 
on ABCs This Week. 

But one of Clinton’s harshest Senate crit¬ 
ics said the trial should be quicker. 

‘There’s no reason for a long trial here. He 
deserves a speedy trial just like any other citi¬ 
zen,” Sen. John Ashcroft R-Mo., said on ABC 

Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R- 
Miss.. has yet to weigh in on the length of a 
trial. But he has said the chamber has a con¬ 
stitutional responsibility to at least open 
such proceedings. 






ress 


VjTCK bug to cost Israeli 
^aanks $100ni, Page 12 


bug," stems from an old program¬ 
ming shortcut that resulted in many 
computers being unable to recog¬ 
nize the date change of the new cen¬ 
tury. threatening turmoil. If left 
uncorrected, some computers could 
treat the year 2000 as the year 1900, 
generating errors or system crashes. 

Apfel said bis agency tackled the 
problem through “plain old-fash¬ 
ioned hard work” and by fooling 
the systems with tests that simulat¬ 
ed that the year 2000 already had 
- arrived. The immediate beneficia- 
■. ties wiD be the estimated 46 million 
iAmericans who rely on Social 
Security checks each month. 

“We had to bring in an indepen¬ 
dent contractor working with the 
Treasury Department and the 
Social Security administration and 
do an outside evaluation and make 
sure that those checks were going 
to work and I can tell you that we 
just passed that [test] with flying 
colors." Apfel said. 

“A year in advance, people can 
be sure that their checks are going 
to be there on time." he added. 

Problems in Social Security 
computers would affect older 
Americans who rely on the 
checks to help them in tbeir 
retirement. For example, an eligi¬ 
ble recipient born in 1930 would 
be recognized as born in 1830 
without the computer fix, and 
could be presumed dead and 
removed from the rolls. 

Officials flora other agencies have 
painted a less rosy picture of year 
2000 efforts in their jurisdictions. 


Begging for help 

A Russian woman begs in the underground crossing in Moscow yesterday, as the country is gripped by its worst economic cri¬ 
sis since the Soviet collapse. (A p, 


US: NATO intervention 
can stop Kosovo fighting 


Cyprus to decide if it 
wants to deploy missiles 


By WSHASAWC 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) - 
After days of clashes left at least 14 
people dead in Kosovo, the head of 
the group overseeing a fragile truce 
is questioning whether the peace 
mission can continue without coop¬ 
eration by the waning sides. 

International peace verifiers 
reported that the province was quiet 
yesterday following an offensive 
last week by Serb forces. 

But a spokesman for the top eth¬ 
nic Albanian politician in Kosovo 
warned that only a NATO military 
intervention could prevent further 
fighting in Kosovo, where ethnic 
Albanians form the overwhelming 
majority. 

Artillery, mortar and machine-gun 
fire sounded for hours Sunday across 
the snowy fields of rebel-controlled 
tttritory as the two sides fought from 
trenches, villages and dirt roads. 

An ethnic Albanian human 
rights group reported that a fighter 
from the rebel Kosovo Liberation 
Army had died, bringing the four- 
day death toll to at least 14 from 


fighting centered near the KLA 
stronghold of Lapastica and neigh¬ 
boring Obranca. 

At least four more people - three 
Serb policeman and a Serb civilian 
- were wounded as the worst peri¬ 
od of violence in months contin¬ 
ued in the secessionist province in 
southern Serbia, the dominant 
republic of Yugoslavia. 

Mae than 1,000 people have been 
(tilled since Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic began an offen¬ 
sive against the rebels in February, 
and about 300,000 people have been 
driven flora their hones. 

A shaky truce has been effect since 
October, but neither side has shown 
a willingness to negotiate a settle¬ 
ment The KLA insists on indepen¬ 
dence while the Serbian government 
says it will never let Kosovo go. 

The chairman of die Organization 
of Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, Polish Foreign Minister 
Bronislaw Geremek, said the fight¬ 
ing raised doubts about the commit¬ 
ment to peace oo both sides and the 
effectiveness of the international 
verification face. 


NICOSIA (Reuters) - Cyprus 
will decide today whether to go 
ahead with a controversial deploy¬ 
ment of Russian missiles which 
Turkey has threatened to destroy if 
they are brought to the divided 
Mediterranean island. 

With the Russian manufacturers 
impatient to ship the S-300 mis¬ 
siles before a year-end deadline, 
President Giafcos Derides left for 
Athens yesterday and will see 
Greek Prime Minister Costas 
Simitis today. 

It will be their second meeting on 
the much-debated missile deal in as 
many months. A meeting of Cypriot 
party leaders last week showed they 
were split down the middle on the 
merits of bringing the defensive 
anti-aircraft missiles to Cyprus. 

Derides has two options: He 
could send the $500 million sys¬ 
tem to the Greek island of Crete 
for storage. That would place 
Turkey well out of the missiles’ 
150-kilometer range - a key objec¬ 
tion voiced by Ankara when the 
order was placed in early 1997. 

Bui Derides would suffer the 


humiliation at home of reneging on 
a pledge that many say got his gov¬ 
ernment elected 10 months ago. 

Or he could deploy the missiles 
in Cyprus and risk heightening 
tensions with Turkey and derailing 
the island’s hopes of European 
Union membership. 

Derides will return to Cyprus 
later today and go to an emergency 
session of the National Council, an 
all-party consultative body on the 
Cyprus problem. Government offi¬ 
cials said a final decision would be 
announced immediately afterwards. 

“I do not plan to make any state¬ 
ments before visiting Athens,” 
Derides told journalists before 
leaving yesterday. 

Under a 1993 pact, Athens is 
bound to defend Cyprus in case of 
renewed hostilities with Tixrkey, 
which invaded the northern part of 
the island in 1974 after a brief 
Greek-inspired coup. 

The Greek Cypriot-led govern¬ 
ment in Nicosia ordered the mis¬ 
siles in January 1997 and has 
refused to yield to Western pres¬ 
sure to cancel the deal. 


22 injured in 
Indonesian 
rioting 

By IRWAfl FffiDAUS 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) - 
Mobs armed with sickles and swords 
battled each other and hurled gaso¬ 
line bombs at houses and shops in an 
Indonesian town yesterday. At least 
22 people were injured, and hun¬ 
dreds fled their homes. 

The note in the town of Poso on 
Sulawesi Island were triggered by 

weekend brawb between rival gangs 

of youths. The unrest escalated into 
attacks by townspeople on the 
homes of migrants mom the heavily 
populated main island of Java. 

Poso is 1,500 kilometers north¬ 
east of the capital, Jakarta. 

Rioters set fire to as many as 20 
buildings and pelted the bus sta- 
* tion with stones, a local resident, 
vnajj Fatma, said by telephone. 
“The center of the town was 
blackened from the smoke billow¬ 
ing into fee sky," Fatma said. 

She was preparing food for civil¬ 
ian guards who patrolled neigh¬ 
borhoods, fearing more violence. 
At least 100 families fled to a 
. mountain outside Poso, while oth- 
i^ers sheltered with relatives. 


Five escapees from Tennessee 
prison recaptured; one at large 

5HVILI.E. Term. (AP) - Coflfelt and another inmale had checkDoints and helicoDters 




in brief 

Pakistan stops Bhutto from traveling abroad 

KARACHI (AP) - Pakistani authorities yesterday blocked former 
prime mini ster Benazir Bhutto from traveling to Dubai, saying she 
cannot go abroad because of ongoing corruption cares against her. 
Bhutto, the opposition leader and two-time prime minister, was 
traveling to Dubai to celebrate New Year’s with her three children, 
who are studying there. 

“They showed me a written order that I can't go abroad,” Bhutto 
told reporters at the Karachi airport. She said she will file a con¬ 
tempt suit against the government because there is no court order 
banning her from leaving the country. A court will hear her lawyer's 
challenge to the travel ban today. 

Arab League ministers’ meeting postponed 

CAIRO (AP) - An emergency meeting of Arab foreign ministers, 
scheduled tomorrow to discuss the US-Britisb air strikes on Iraq, 
has been postponed until after.Ramadan. Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdel-Meguid told reporters yesterday that the 
meeting has been rescheduled for January 24. He said the delay had 
been requested by Gulf states. 

Algeria: Rebels massacred 15 villagers 

ALGIERS (Reuters) - Moslem rebels cut the throats of IS vil¬ 
lagers. including eight children, on Sunday, government security 
forces said yesterday. Five villagers were also wounded in the 
attack at Zmala hamlet in Ain Delia province, 130 kilometers south¬ 
west of Algiers, the security forces said. 

Museum accused of housing looted artifacts 

BOSTON (AP) - For the third time in the past year, the Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts is in the spotlight for housing artifacts that may 
have been looted First, Guatemala demanded the return of art plun¬ 
dered from ancient Mayan graves. 

Then came reports that a 1904 painting by Impressionist Claude 
Monet was stolen by the Nazis during World War H. Now as many as 
61 Greek and Roman antiquities housed at the museum may also have 
been illegally excavated and smuggled. The Boston Globe reported 
MFA Director Malcolm Rogers refused to discuss the museum's col¬ 
lecting ethics with the Globe. 

Six children killed in Detroit blaze ! 

DETROIT (AP) - Six children died in a fire at their grandmoth¬ 
er’s home on Sunday while their mother was at a hospital after hav¬ 
ing a baby. The fire rushed up a stairway and trapped the children in 
two upstairs bedrooms. Their grandmother and three others escaped 
The fire started in a Jiving room closet and appeared accidental, 
but its cause was not yet known, fire Lu Katrina Butler said. 

Killed in the blaze were five daughters and a son of Feameeka 
O’Steen, 27. Her daughters were 2.5. 6. 8 and 11: her son was 7. 

She had a boy on Christmas Day. 

Prison brawl in Hong Kong injures 53 

HONG KONG (AP) - Mainland Chinese and Hong Kong prison¬ 
ers at a medium-security prison attacked each other with stools and 
fists yesterday in a fight that left 53 people injured, the government 
reported Among those injured were two prison officersTthe state¬ 
ment said 

A government statement said the brawl erupted just as about 240 
prisoners at the Ma Po Ping prison sat down for breakfast. The vio¬ 
lence was apparently triggered by the beating of two local prisoners 
by a number of mainland Chinese inmates during a dispute over a 
running competition on Sunday, the statement said 

Coroner to investigate fatal Disneyland accident 

ANAHEIM, California (AP) - A tourist who was struck in the 
head by a piece of flying metal while waiting to board a sailing ship 
at Disneyland has died, the first ride-related fatality at the theme 
park since 1984. Luan Phi Dawson, of Duvall. Washington, was 
brain-dead for nearly II hours before life support was removed 
Saturday, his doctors said 

The Orange County Coroner’s Office said it would investigate 
Thursday’s accident, which also left Dawson’s wife, Lieu Vuong. 

43, and a Disneyland employee hospitalized 
A mooring rope ripped a 30 cm.-long metal cleat from the hull of 
the Columbia, the park's sailing ship, and hurled it into a crowd on 


the Columbia, l 
Christmas Eve. 


Romanians in hospital after Christmas binges 

BUCHAREST (AP.) - Thousands of Romanians crammed hospi¬ 
tal emergency rooms after stuffing themselves with pork, pickled 
cabbage and prune alcohol over Christmas holidays, local media 
reported yesterday. 

About 3,500 Romanians have called ambulances since Christmas 
Eve in Bucharest alone and thousands more were treated elsewhere 
for ulcers and gastritis over the weekend, Bucharest newspaper 
Ubertatea reported yesterday. 

Hospitals nationwide are prepared for more patients as Romanians 
continue the traditional indulgence of food and drink through New 
Year’s Day. Doctors say sannales, made of spicy minced meat and 
pickled cabbage, generally cause most cases of indigestion. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
Five of the six prisoners who 
used a pre-dawn Ramadan meal 
as an opportunity to overpower 
their guards were recaptured 
within a day and a half of their 
escape. The search continued for' 
Aaron Tyrone James, 24, sen¬ 
tenced to 50 years for second- 
degree murder, kidnapping and 
robbery. 

Lyle Thomas Van Ulzen, 33, 
serving 65 years for second- 
degree murder and arson, and Jay 
Roy Denton, 32, serving seven 
years for burglary and escape, 
were found yesterday morning in 
an industrial area about three 
miles from Riverbend Maximum 
Security Institution, according to 
Jim Rose, assistant commission¬ 
er for operations for the state 
Department of Correction. 

Michael Wayne Peny, 26, who 
is awaiting trial on first-degree 
murder charges, and William 
Kirk Riley, 33, serving a life sen¬ 
tence for murder, had been cap¬ 
tured around Sunday night at the 
edge of a residential area about 
five kilometers from the prison, 
department spokesman Pam 
Hobbins said. 

Billy Jackson Coflfelt, 44, sen¬ 
tenced to life for being a habitual 
criminal, was found early yester¬ 
day abont three kilometers from 
the facility, she said._ 


Coflfelt and another inmate bad 
been allowed out of tbeir cells to 
distribute meals for Ramadan at 
the prison, along the Cumberland 
River on the outskirts of town. 
Many of the prison’s inmates are 
Moslem. 

The inmates, at least one armed 
• with a homemade knife, over¬ 
powered two guards, took their 
radios and jackets, and chained 
them to chairs with handcuffs 
and leg irons. Hobbins said. 

One of them then got into the 
control room and was able to 
open the cell doors of the other 
inmates, she said. 

They commandeered the offi¬ 
cer [in the control room] and 
were able to get control of all the 
electronics and get out quickly,” 
Hobbins said. None of the guajds 
was injured, she said. 

Investigators aren’t sure how the 
inmates got outside. Bui once they 
did. they used a ladder to scale two 
3.5-meter fences surrounding the 
grounds, placed a mattress over 
the fences’ razor wire, and escaped 
at about 5:30 a.m. 

‘There was a trail of blood, 
which gave evidence that some 
of them had been cut on the razor 
wire on the fence,” Hobbins said. 

Officials were alerted when the 
guards were late in reporting a 
scheduled head count. 

State and local police set up 


checkpoints and helicopters were 
searching for the escapees. They 
were dressed in blue jeans and 
blue prison shins with white T- 
shirts. 

The prison, home to death row 
and built in 1989, is one of sever¬ 
al in the mostly industrial, wood¬ 
ed area. 

Several residential neighbor¬ 
hoods are a few kilometers 
away. 

In March, James and another 
convicted killer used a home¬ 
made knife to commandeer a 
delivery track and drove it 
through a fence at the prison, but 
guards shot out the tires before 
they escaped. 

James was placed in maximum 
security afterward, Hobbins 
said. 

The only successful escape was 
in October 1995 when four 
inmates rode out in a hidden 
compartment in a truck. 

They were recaptured and a 
prison employee who helped 
them was convicted of aiding the 
escape. 

Tennessee Gov. Don Sundquist 
■warned motorists not to pick up 
strangers and offered a $5,000 
reward for information leading to 
James’s capture and conviction. 
“We will work around the clock 
to ensure the safety and protec¬ 
tion of the public ” he said. 
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The other opposition 


T here is something refreshing about the 
just-proclaimed candidacy of MK Ze'ev 
(Benny) Begin. Amongst a sea of politi¬ 
cians who seem to be mainly interested in clam¬ 
bering onto the nearest political life raft. Begin 
stands almost alone for a pure, ideological posi¬ 
tion. If the departure of Dan Meridor speaks 
volumes about Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu’s integrity problem, Begin's depar¬ 
ture illustrates a similar collapse of Netanyahu’s 
ideological credentials. 

Before the Likud faithful on Sunday, 
Netanyahu tarred his opponents to the Left with 
the same broad brush. Yesterday, Begin did 
Netanyahu one better, and lumped the Likud 
together with Labor and the expected Meridor- 
Shahak party as three indistinguishable “center" 
parties. 

Begin’s claim to be alone (aside from the two- 
seat Moledet) in representing the “national 
camp” is not just election bluster. Begin is right 
that a sharp line separates him from the other 
parties; they will implement a territorial com¬ 
promise according to the Oslo Accords, he 
would not. 

In a sense. Begin represents what Netanyahu 
is, even now, accused of attempting - the scut¬ 
tling of the Oslo Accords. Though Begin's can¬ 
didacy is thought of as a devastating blow to 
Netanyahu, it is also a form of vindication: It is 
the surest indication that much of Netanyahu's 
own constituency believes he is committed to 
Oslo, even as much of the Left and the outside 
world believes he is noL 
Netanyahu's problem is that, for all his efforts, 
he has managed to convince those who support 
Oslo that he will kill it, and those who oppose 
Oslo that he is slavishly committed to it. On this 
score, both sides cannot be right. The Hebron 
and Wye agreements are evidence that Begin’s 
critique of Netanyahu is the more honest and 
accurate one. 

As incisive as Begin's critique may be, he falls 
far short in the prescriptive department. 
Jeremiads may be useful in the backbenches, 
but they can only go so far as a program to lead 
the nation. Begin insists that there is an alterna¬ 
tive to some form of Palestinian state that the 
other three parties will bring upon Israel. But, 
for all his honesty and forthrightness, he has yet 
to describe his alternative blueprint for peace 
and security and how he plans to achieve iL 


As far as it is possible to discern, Begin’s pro¬ 
gram for peace is the same as that of another bit¬ 
ter Netanyahu opponent, Yitzhak Shamir “Just 
say no.” And yet in saying no, Begin somehow 
manages to sound more conciliatory than 
Netanyahu’s yes. In launching his candidacy. 
Begin spoke of the Palestinians as our “neigh¬ 
bors” and of the need to find a way to live with 
them, along with repeated references to a “PLO- 
Hamas alliance.” The day before, in his speech 
to the Likud. Netanyahu began with an attack on 
Yasser Arafat, and quoted from a speech by 
Palestinian Legislative Council Speaker Ahmed 
Qurei in which he called for a Palestinian state 
based on the 1947 UN partition plan.! 

Netanyahu, knowing a perfect foil when he 
sees one, went on to claim that only he will 
defend Beersheba and Ashkelon from 
Palestinian clutches, since those cities are locat¬ 
ed on territory the Palestinians are now claiming 
as theirs. 

Of course, it is not useful for the Palestinians 
to belatedly attempt to resurrect the partition 
plan, accepted by Israel at that time and so vio¬ 
lently rejected by the Arab world. Bnt listening 
to Netanyahu rail against the duplicity of the 
Palestinians might make one wonder why he 
has not joined Begin’s new party. 

Netanyahu's problem is that the more be 
would implement Oslo, the more he felt he had 
to sound as if he were a card-carrying member 
of the Land of Israel Front He would do this by 
attacking the Palestinians, blaming Labor for 
Oslo, and seeming to relish conflict with the 
United States. But these tactics robbed him of 
the standing necessary to shame the opposition 
into joining in his demands, which in turn 
allowed the Palestinians to further shirk their 
responsibilities. 

Begin's way out of this vicious circle is to try 
to turn the clock back and start over. 
Sometimes, he is honest enough to speak of the 
price that Israel would pay for such a course, 
while arguing that the longer Israel waits, the- 
more that cost rises. By continuing to sound life' 
warnings. Begin is providing a sharp, clear 
voice outside of the national consensus, a voice 
that must be heard for, ironically, the good of 
the peace process and the health of Israeli 
democracy. The challenge before the other three 
parties is to show that they can best lead the 
consensus, and to prove Begin wrong. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sir, - One of the standard con¬ 
siderations given to low-income 
Israelis is relief from the burden of 
paying the television license fee. 
While able-bodied and senior citi¬ 
zens with limited incomes are 
given discounts and exemptions, 
however, the disabled are required 
to pay the full license fee - regard¬ 
less of income. This includes dis¬ 
abled pensioners with no other 
means of support who receive 
only NIS 1,500 per month on 
which to live and meet their essen¬ 
tial health care needs. 

In late 1997,1 was forced to can¬ 
cel my standing payment order for 
the license fee as a critical cost¬ 
saving measure during a financial 
crisis so severe I was unable even 
to pay for my monthly medicines. 
Because I have been unable ro 
make payment since then, the 
Israel Broadcast Authority last 
week issued a foreclosure of prop¬ 
erty notice to my bank, garnishing 


Sir.—The Labor and Meretz par¬ 
ries have been very highly critical 
of the policy of the government 
under our prime minister. What I 
have not been able to understand 
is their inability to articulate their 
own policy. The leaders of these 
two parties rely completely on 
negativism. 

There is no articulation of any 
feeling of patriotism. 

Perhaps it is because this leader¬ 
ship formulated the unbelievably 
stupid Oslo agreement. Why Olso 


Sir, - What a joke! I do not see 
the point in antagonizing the 
whole Arab world just to destroy a 
few buildings and give the oppor¬ 
tunity for the Arab PR machine to 
get in morion. 


UNREASONABLE TV TAX 

my account in the amount of NIS 
755 NIS - one-half of my disabil¬ 
ity pension (and far more than my 
TV is worth to anyone but me). 

Preventing this catastrophe 
(hopefully) required several 
humiliating days of negotiations 
with an IBA collection clerk who 
was initially unwilling to accept 
installments without a credit card 
(which are not issued to “people 
like me”) and told me point-blank 
she does not care if I have medi¬ 
cine or food, as long as I pay the 
IBA. 

The IBA has the legal right to 
take such punitive actions against 
me and every disabled person like 
me - not because we are bad citi¬ 
zens who do not want to pay, but 
because we are disabled and sec¬ 
ond-class citizens under existing 
licensing fee laws. 

My only “right” in this case is to 
obey the law. which means that for 
the foreseeable future, I can no 

NEGATIVE POLITICS 

is such a bad agreement is self- 
evident. It puts Israel in the posi¬ 
tion of allowing roads cutting 
through the heartland of Israel to 
provide safe havens for all sorts of 
criminals and terrorists. 

Furthermore, by having to provide 
for die Palestinians to have access to 
an airport and seaport, the most hor¬ 
rendous weapons can be smuggled 
in. There was also absolutely no 
leverage ori the Palestinians to dis¬ 
courage them from violating com¬ 
mitments and, last but not least, 

OPERATION DESERT FOX 

You only have to watch the 
newsreels coming out of 
Baghdad and other Arab coun¬ 
tries - women and children cry¬ 
ing and everything that goes with 
it. For what? Saddam Hussein is 


ARLENE COHEN 


Kiryat Motzkin. 


there was a feeling of utmost eupho¬ 
ria without any reason. 

The citizens of Israel are waiting 
to hear from the leftist coalition 
their platform and their hopes for 
Israel to be able to survive in a 
world where the Palestinians are 
delighted with Iraq and Iran and 
their ability to produce and use 
weapons of mass destruction. 


TOBY WIUIG 


Jerusalem. 


still there and laughing his head 

off. 


DAVID LEDERMAN 


FROM OUR ARCHIVES 


65 years ago: On December 29, 
1933. The Palestine Post reported 
that while the world suffered 
from unemploymenL Palestine 
was an exception.There was a 
dire need for more workers and a 
severe shortage of carpenters, 
iron workers, blacksmiths. 


plumbers and electricians in the 
thriving building trade. Many 
projects had to be curtailed and 
postponed for lack of labor. 

JO years ago: On December 29, 
1948. The Palestine Post reportal 
that Israel had shot down six 


Givatayim. 


Egyptian fighter planes. In Paris 
Israeli representatives told'the UN 
Security Council that the Israeli 
offensive in the Negev came only 
after Israel had discovered the 
Egyptian plans for an offensive to 
be launched on December 27. 

Alexander Zvielli 


Before his time 


YOSSI BEILIN 


T here is much to be said both 
for and against Amnon 
Lipkm-Shahak's candidacy 
for prime minister. The Right sees 
him as a popular contender who may 
take votes away from the rightist 
camp and conduct a more left-wing 
policy. 

But some in the peace camp- such 

as myself— are concerned that a split 
may well return Netanyahu to 
power, by directing all our energy to 
a superfluous internal argument as to 
who is better - Ebud Barak or 


It is also one of the most difficult 
positions. Some were more suited to 
the job than others, but all who bdd 
ft found it an immensely heavy bur¬ 
den. 

You cannot succeed in this job 
without experience.We have seen 
the heavy price we’ve had to pay for 
Binyamin Netanyahu’s lack of expe¬ 
rience, from the Bar-On Affair and 
the release of Sheikh Yassin, to fire 
Western Wall tunnel episode and 
other clumsy errors. 

Shahak, who is a wonderful per- 
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Amnon MpkhHShahak is personable, brave 
and capable. But he* a man in his mid-fifties 
who* never Owed a day as an onflnary citizen 


Shahak. 

To counier this, Shahak's support- 
era claim that his chances of beating 
Netanyahu are greater than those of 
any other candidate, and he is there¬ 
fore compelled to run. About this, 
we will all be wiser in six months' 
time. 

However, there is one issue that 
goes beyond who will win the elec¬ 
tions and stands aside from the diffi¬ 
cult disputes between those who 
support Oslo and those who oppose 
ft. This involves who is capable of 

arftiafly t rading tint* mimfriy from fhft 

prime minister’s seat. 

This is one of fire most important 
positions in fire world. No Israeli 
prime minister has ever vacated fire 
post having decided be“has done his 
bit" and That the time bad come to 
give his successor a chance. Those 
prime ministers who ended their 
toms while still alive did so with a 
broken heart 


son, who has served his people loy¬ 
ally and has shown ability, is even 
more inexperienced. 

ISRAEL has never had aprime min¬ 
ister who was just a few months out 
of uniform. Shahak began bus nrifi- 
Ory career as a youngster at a mili¬ 
tary academy and 40 years later he 
readied from the army. Decorated 
with ranks and medals though be 

may be, he is a man in his mid-fifties 
who has not lived even one day as an 
onflnary citizen. 

I salute his courage for beat® will¬ 
ing to take upon himself a position of 
tins nature without any experience; 
Ire clearly believes he is prepared to 
enter fire Knesset for the first time in 
has life as prime rmmstez; to convene 
cabinet meetings, make diplomatic 
dedrioDS, be decisive during a crisis 
in the capital maitets, deteranne the 
target fix- inflation mid handle tire 
crises between Israel and fire Jewish 
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community in die Diaspora. 

But white I salute him, I am not 
prepared to take fire risk, just as no 
one would be prepared to be a pas¬ 
senger in an aircraft thar 1 was pilot¬ 
ing before 1 te-WI learned to fly. 

A position of this sort cannot be 
assumed without any experience at 
all, even if you are clever, talented 
and personable. We must not make 
this mi grain*. 

Some people say dm after Shahak 
has revealed! himself and presented 
his views, he will make enemies and 


lose his popularity. This may or may 
not be the case. ; 

But presenting one's views is, in 
any case, insufficient One also has 
to know how to torn a worldview 
into reality--how-to set priorities and 
then implement them. 

Amnon Shahak does act. krftw 
how to do this. By contrast, the e\jp>- 
rience garnered by Labor Party 
leader Ehud Barak in civilian life has 
shown him how, and this makes him 
better qualified to actualize the 
hopes of Israel's peace camp. 


E lections are finally in sight, 
but very few of us wall have 
the opportunity to do what we 
would really Eke to do: throw out 
our least favorite MKs. 

Currently, only Labor even pre¬ 
tends to offer its voters thar opportu¬ 
nity. Likud has ditched the primary 
system ft used in the last election, 
and Meretz on Sunday rejected a bid 
to introduce primaries. Other parties 
have not even considered the idea. 

Since fire theory behind primaries 
is that they give voters a $ay iii who 
will represent them, in the Knesset. ^ 
the retreat away from fins system “ 
would seem to be a step backward 
Unfortunaidy, the reality is that 
primaries gave voters Bttie more 
influence over the composition of 
their party’s slate than did the old 
system, under which the slates were 
prepared by the parties’ central com¬ 
mittees. This is because the Israeli 
primary system - to a much greater 
degree than, for instance, primaries 
in America - overwhelmingly 
favors the incumbent 
This is not to say that primaries 
have no place in Israel. On the con¬ 
trary: They have significantly 
increased voter influence over fire 
choice of the parties' prime ministe¬ 
rial candidates. 

However, there are two reasons 
why what works in the prime minis¬ 
terial race proved a dismal failure in 
the business of choosing a party's 
Knesset slate. 

The first is the fact that all prime 
ministerial candidates are generally 


longer choose to place my health 
and well-being above the televi¬ 
sion licensing fee. 

For the past nine years, I have 
been fighting for legislation to 
remedy this appalling injustice. 
Unfortunately, our lawmakers 
view this as an issue of too tittle 
consequence to be bothered with. 

It should, however, be a matter 
of great consequence to the nation 
and its lawmakers when any dis¬ 
abled Israeli is forced to pay a tax 
that is considered unreasonable for 
other citizens, or when any dis¬ 
abled Israeli is forced to place 
equal or greater priority on a tele¬ 
vision tax than food or medicine, 
or when any disabled Israeli is 
threatened with the loss of what 
ray be their only, and irreplaceable 
source of entertainment. 
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well known. When Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu faces off 
against MK Uzi Landau in the 
Likud (which has kept a primary for 
its prime ministerial candidate), the 
race will be between two household 
names. 

This is not the case in Knesset pri¬ 
maries, however: In these races. 


nent • 

Knesset primaries, however, do 
not consist of one-on-one races. The 
usual system is for every single can¬ 
didate - and for the large parties, 
this would mean well over 120-to 
run against every other simultane¬ 
ously. 

Vbters are given a list of names. 


Except for Labot; M party ^planning to offer 
voters any say 4n who gets to .iun for Knesset 


incumbent MKs are almost the only 
people on the ballot with national 
name recognition. Their opponents 
are generally known, at best, only to 
a handful of local party activists. 
Since the vote, in most cases, is 
nationwide, the rron-meumbents are 
at a tremendous disadvantage in Dy¬ 
ing to muster enough support "to 
gain a realistic place on the list. 

Even more important, however, is 
that there are never more than a 
handful of prime ministerial candi¬ 
dates, which means that a protest 
vote can be effective. 

If there are only two candidates, 
for instance, the challenger does not 
even have to be widely known. All it 
takes is for more than 50 percent of 
the voters to be so disgusted with the 
incumbent that they are willing to 
try anything in his stead, and there¬ 
fore cast their votes for his oppo- 


aod told to check off the ones they 
want The candidate with the most 
votes gets file first-place slot on the 
list, the candidate with the next 
largest number of votes gets the sec¬ 
ond-place slot and so forth. 

THE problem with this system, of 
course, is that ft makes a protest vote 
impossible. 

Let’s say that I wanted to get rid of 
a certain MK - call him Shlomo. I 
could decline to mark his name on 
my ballot slip, but which of the 
dozens of other names should I 
mark in his stead? 

There might be tens of thousands 
of voters nationwide who all want to 
get rid of Shlomo. But since each of 
us is likely to pick a different candi¬ 
date in his stead, Shlomo will prob¬ 
ably still get more votes from the 
minority that supports him than will 


any of the candidates among whom 
his opponents will scatter their vote. 

None of this, however, means that 
the Likud took the right path in 
abolishing primaries entirely and 
returning all power to the central 
committee. The solution to one sys¬ 
tem that faflstb give the voters any 
real , choice is not. another systen/ 
that does the same. , 

The only real solution that would * 
permit voter, choice is a move to 
. regional primaries. This is why pri- 
' manes work in the US: Mthm each 
'region, onjy ahandM (^caiKli dales 
■fecbngi^nig, so a jxvtest vote 
agamst.the incumbent'is posable. 
Furthermore,.it is much easier for a 
challenger to mate himself known 
within a confined geographic region 
than it is for him to make himself 
known nationwide. .. 

- In 1996, Labor did use a regional 
primary system to fiD some of the 
slots on its.fist, and tins (fid result in 
a number of new faces in the 
Knesset 

Regional primaries are unlikely to 
become the norm, however, unless 
the electoral system is amended i 
permit direct regional elections “ 
MKs. Once that has happened, 
regional primaries to choose each 
party's local candidate woald be a 
natural consequence. 

If the voters truly want to have a 
say in who sits in the Knesset, there¬ 
fore, direct regional elections of 
MKs are the only solution. Without 
that, party primaries will never be 
more than a worthless farce. 


Human rights at 50 


I srael's 50th anniversary in 1998 
takes place at a historic juncture 
in the world of human rights; 
for 1998 is also the fiftieth anniver¬ 
sary of both the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
the Genocide Convention. Indeed, 
there is a clear symbolic, if not 
symbiotic, relationship berween 
Israel and human rights. 

For if the commitment underpin¬ 
ning the Genocide Convention is 
“Never Again,” then Israel is a state 
born of that commitment; and if the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was designed to be the 
Magna Carta of humankind. Israel 
was to be, in the words of its 
founders, “a fight unto the nations.” 

The Jewish revolution - symbol¬ 
ized by the State of Isael - and (he 
human rights revolution - symbol¬ 
ized by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, were as one in 1948. 
But fifty years later we find our¬ 
selves at a critical moment in this 
historic juncture. 

For as Israel's 50th anniversary 
draws to a close, a state founded as 
a metaphor for human rights is 
increasingly characterized as a 
human rights violator a state whose 
birthright was anchored in the 
United Nations, is now singled out 
by this very organization for differ¬ 
ential and discriminatory indict¬ 
ment; a state committed to the pur¬ 
suit of peace is now seen as the 
main obstacle to peace. 

It is not surprising that this drum¬ 
beat of indictment polarizes an 
already deeply divided people.. On 
the one hand, an increasing number 
of Israeli Jews see human rights 
today not as an aid but as an adver¬ 
sary, and regard those who speak of 
human rights as well-meaning but 
naive people who do not understand 
that there are things in Jewish histo¬ 
ry too terrible to be believed, but not 
too terrible to have happened; on 
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the other band, an increasing num¬ 
ber of Israeli Jews are internalizing, 
if not propagating the indictment, 
believing that Israel is the "oppres¬ 
sor" and the Palestinians the “vic¬ 
tims” - that, in a wonl, the indict¬ 
ment “may well be right about what 
it says about us." 

Nor is this polarizing “fallout” 
from the indictment limited to 
Israel alone. Indeed, in the North 


For Israel rooted in the Jewish 
people - as an Abrahamic people - 
is the First Nation of humankind. In 
a word, the Jewish people are a pro¬ 
totypical aboriginal people, just as 
the Jewish religion is the prototypi¬ 
cal aboriginal religion, the first of 
the Abrahamic religions. 

2. The State of Israel - as a polit- 
ical/juridical entity - overlaps with 
the “aboriginal Jewish homeland:” 


The human rights of Israel 
are also deserving of respect 


American political culture, Jews are 
increasingly distancing themselves 
from Israel, a phenomenon not 
unrelated to the portrayal of Israel 
in the human rights culture, and 
particularly its "politically incor¬ 
rect” status in die campus culture. 

But 1 want to suggest that we 
ignore human rights ai our peril, 
and the peril of our case and cause. 
For a Jewish commitment to human 
rights is not only a statement of 
what we must do, but who we are; 
while the belief in the justice of 
one’s cause is a people’s strongest 
strategic asset 

WHAT, then, can we say to all this? 
More importantly, what can we do? 

Herewith some perspectives for 
the 50th anniversary of both Israel 
and tire human rights revolution as 
1998 draws to a close: 

1. Israel Ls not simply a snapshot 
at age 50, or a fragment frozen in 
time. It is not a CNN clip, or what 
passes for virtual reality in the 
Internet of the day. Nor is it 
anchored only in fifty years of 
Israeli statehood, or 100 years of 
Zionism. 


it is, in international legal terms, a 
successor state to the biblical or 
aboriginal Jewish kingdoms. But 
that aboriginal homeland is also 
claimed by another people - the 
Palestinian Arab people - that sees 
it as their place and patrimony. 

The existence of a parallel claim 
does not vitiate that of the Jewish 
people, or cause it to resonate any 
less as memory and memoir of 
homeland - where homeland repre¬ 
sents history, roots, religion, cul¬ 
ture, language, literature, family, 
myth, and values. 

But the equities of claim man¬ 
date the logic of Israeli-Palestinian 
partition - a logic which in moral 
and juridical terms requires that a 
just solution be organized around 
“the principle of least injustice" 
and that it includes recognition of 
the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people, including its 
right to self-determination. 

3, The internal existential divides 
besetting Israel at 50 - including the 
corrosive kultutkampf- should not 
mask the existential raison-d'etre of 
Israel itself. In a word, Nazism 
almost succeeded, not only because 



of its pathology of hate and industry 
of death, but because of the vulner¬ 
ability of the powerless, and the 
powerlessness of the Jew. 

Israel, then, is an antidote to 
Jewish powerlessness, the raison 
d’etre in the most profound existen¬ 
tial sense, for Jewish self-determi¬ 
nation. 

4. This is not to say that Israel 
should be above the law. or that 
Israel should not be accountable for 
any violations of human rights law. 
On the contrary, Israel, tike any 
other stale, is responsible for. any 
violations of international law, and 
the Jewish people are not entitled to 
any privilege or preference because 
of the Holocaust or the sufferings of 
Jewish history. 

But the problem Is not that Israel 
should seek to be above the law, but 
that Israel has been systematically 
denied equality before the law in 
the international arena; not that 
Israel should respect human rights - 
wtuch she must - but that the 
human rights of Israel are also 
deserving of respect; not that 
human rights standards should be 
applied to Israel - which they 
should - but they must be applied 
equally to everyone else. 

In the end, we come back to the 
beginning - that whatever the 
divides from within or drumbeats 
from without - 1998 is not 1938, 
There is a Jewish state as an anti¬ 
dote to Jewish powerlessness, and a 
vehicle for Jewish self-detenmna- 
uon; there is a Jewish people wftl?-, 
untold.resources, moral andmaten-J 
ai; there are men and women of 
good will — non-Jews—prepa re d to 
jmn in standing up and being count¬ 
ed for common cause- of Israel 
and human rights at 50. 

Professor of law at 
McGill University and an interna¬ 
tional human rights lamer.. . 
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The man who oversaw Desert Fox 


Steve Vogel reports on 
four-star Gen. Anthony Zinni, 
the ‘hands-off’ commander of 
the US attack on Iraq 


■T 


W hen General Anthony 
Zinni left Saudi Arabia 
after a visit to the Prince 
Sultan Air Base earlier this month, 
he already had good reason to sus¬ 
pect that within days he would be 
ordering US forces in the Persian 
Gulf region to attack Iraq. 

But Zinni, a veteran Marine who 
. heads the US Central Command, 
;^3|stuck to his scheduled departure 
December 14, for fear that staying 
on would alert Iraqi intelligence 
that action was imminent. 

“I didn't want it to somehow get 
out that there was a sense of 
urgency,” Zinni said in an inter¬ 
view this week at the conclusion 
of his first visit to the Gulf region 
since the attack. 

Zinni's decision to return to his 
headquarters at MacDiU Air Force 
Base in Florida to oversee the 
assault also reflected the command 
style of the four-star general who 
directed the 70-hour campaign, 
the largest US offensive since the 
Gulf War in 1991. 

Although outspoken and frank, 
?inni is a hands-off commander, 
don't like to get in the way of 
subordinate commanders.” he 
said. “I like to generate initiative. I 
like to make the decisions that 
they need, and pull together all the 
components that make them work 
as one, but not to micromanage 
what they do " 

Unlike the US commander dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War, General Norman 
Schwarzkopf, who threw notori¬ 
ous tantrums that rattled his subor¬ 
dinates. Zinni also has a reputation 
as a patient and good-humored 
commander, popular with those 
who serve under him. 


“You have to stay level,” said 
Zinni, 55. “Everybody triggers on 
the emotions of the commander. If 
you’re steady, they’re steady." 

"He’s an exceptional commander, 
because he understands the politics 
of using military force,” said Rep. 
John Murtha, D-Pa., who accom¬ 
panied Zinni and Defense Secretary 
William Cohen on the trip to visit 
troops in the region. “Zinni has 
come out very well on this opera¬ 
tion with all of those who know 
something about defense.” 

ZINNI acknowledged annoyance 
that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's claims of victory are 
given credence in many quarters. 
“It is difficult to deal with the frus¬ 
tration that he always seems to get 
some political and propaganda 
value from this,” he said. “But I 
honestly believe a lot of that is 
overstated.” 

The genera] evinced scorn for 
Saddam Hussein when speaking 
to US troops during the trip, which 
featured stops at the isolated 
Prince Sultan air base in the desert 
125 kms southeast of Riyadh, the 
Saudi capital, as well as at Camp 
Doha in neighboring Kuwait 

“When I see you, there's no 
doubt in my mind why the sucker 
wouldn't fight” Zinni told Army 
infantrymen who cheered their 
commander Wednesday night at 
Camp Doha. 

During a visit for a holiday 
show featuring Cohen, two mem¬ 
bers of Congress and several 
entertainers, Zinni left the stage 
early to wander around the base, 
looking for airmen whose duties 
prevented them from attending the 



Zinni is good-humored and popular: He tikes ‘to generate initia tive* and not get in the way of his subordinates. 


(AP) 


festivities. 

“Since you guys didn’t show up 
for the entertainers, I'm coming to 
you,” Zinni told several surprised 
airmen who sprang to attention 
when the four-star general strode 
into their security post 

The son of Italian immigrants, 
Zinni was raised in a blue-collar 
area outside Philadelphia. He was 


the youngest of four children, but 
the first the family could afford to 
send to college. At Villanova 
University, Zinni signed up for a 
Marine officer program, inspired 
in part by his father, who had 
fought in World War 1 a few years 
after immigrating to America. 

ZINNI intended his career in the 


military to be a short one, but 
found himself progressively 
drawn in. 

Sent to Vietnam in 1967 as an 
infantry adviser to the Vietnamese 
Marine Corps, Zinni lived with 
Vietnamese, learned the language 
and had very little contact with 
other Americans. 

“I immersed myself in that cul¬ 


ture,” he said. “1 saw the world dif¬ 
ferently than my peers. I viewed it 
through my prism.” As a company 
commander on a second tour in 
1970, Zinni was seriously wound¬ 
ed but stayed in foe service after 
the war, rising through the ranks. 
In 1991 he played a key role in 
Provide Comfort, the Kurdish 
relief effort after the Gulf War. 


The lessons he learned in 
Vietnam are sometimes difficult to 
. apply, Zinni acknowledged, point- 
1 ing to his own experiences in 
Somalia as director of operations 
for the ill-feted US intervention in 
/1991-92. # .n think Somalia’s a 
good example” he said. “You 
could make decisions that made 
sense in our Western framework, 
and miss the whole point of the 
Culture.* 1 

In August 1997, Zinui took 
charge of Central Command, 
which has responsibility for Iraq. 
Senior defense officials credit 
7.inni with quietly positioning US 
forces in the region for the attack 
without alerting Iraq after the 
standoff with Saddam Hussein in 
eariy November. 

Maintaining surprise was not 
Zhrmi’s only concern. He thought 
it was possible - although unlike¬ 
ly - that the attacks would move 
Iraq to launch its army into 
Kuwait 

Attacks on the elite Republican 
Guard - strongly advocated by 
Zinn i - were aimed at discourag¬ 
ing this. Zinni directed that leaflets 
be dropped warning the regular 
Iraqi Army to stay put. For what¬ 
ever reason, the Iraqi units 
remained in place. 

Despite the fact that Saddam 
Hussein remains in power and Iraq 
remains a threat, Zinni said he does 
not believe tbe US should have 
launched a more-robust attack. 

“There was no need to go 
beyond what we did,” he said. 

Zinni said.that, in recent months, 
some senior Iraqi commanders 
have been removed and in some 
cases executed, and units reas¬ 
signed. 

US analysts believe the steps 
were taken to shake up loyalties 
and prevent plotting against 
Saddam Hussein. 

“He does more to disrupt his 
leadership than we do,” said Zinni, 
“I wouldn’t expect a pension if I 
was a general in his army.” 

(The Washington Post; 
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‘Death capital of the world’ 
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ike everything else in Texas, 
Christinas decorations are 
iig- Just down the highway 
in Houston, a 64-display, drive- 
through light show is said to be the 
world's largest Even in a small 
town such as Lufkin to the north¬ 
east an entire city block explodes 
in megawatt wall-to-wall white 
fights- 

Here, the modest downtown gets 
into the spirit as well. A group of 
men spent a recent morning climb¬ 
ing up and down ladders to deco¬ 
rate the city’s most distinctive 
building with gaily painted signs 
wishing all the happiest of holi¬ 
days. 

& That the men are inmates and 
^ the building they're decorating is 
the prison where the bulk of the 
nation's executions takes place is 
something that barely rates com¬ 
ment here. The prison and its fre¬ 
quent executions are so 
entrenched in everyday life that 
they’ve achieved the white noise 
of near invisibility, 

To tbe rest of the world, though, 
Huntsville increasingly represents 
the heart of the darkness that con¬ 
tinues to surround the death penal¬ 
ty 22 years after the Supreme 
Court restored it Tbe pace of exe¬ 
cutions in the United States over¬ 
all and Texas in particular bas 
picked up dramatically in recent 
years, throwing a spotlight on this 
small city, where nearly one-third 
of the country’s death penalties 
have been carried ouL 
“We're known as the death capi¬ 
tal of the world, unfortunately,” 
John Strickland, owner of a down¬ 
town restaurant, said ruefully of 
Huntsville. 

Last Friday, the number of exe¬ 
cutions in die United States since 
capital punishment was reinstated 
reached 500 when a man who had 
murdered an elderly couple was 
put to death by lethal injection in 
South Carolina. 

In states where the death penalty 
is rarely carried out, executions 
still have some shock value and 
generate blanket media coverage, 

IN Texas, though, it takes extraor¬ 
dinary circumstances to pique 
widespread interest - tbe February 
execution of Karla Faye ’nicker, 
the ax-murderer who became the 
first woman put to death in Texas 
since, the Civil War, or the 11th- 
hour day of execution in early 
Dec emb er that spared the life of a 
Canadian citizen whose case had 
drawn outrage among diplomatic 
officials. 

More commonly, executions 


Huntsville, Te xas, is a place of prisons - 
- one where executions are routine. 
Jean Marbeira%rifesabout the town 
outsiders see as ‘the heart of darkness’ 
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Sam Houston State University. 

Still, he says the executions 
hover like “a kind of cloud” over 
the city. For all the stereotypes of 
big-talking, law-and-order Texans 
proudly leading the nation in exe¬ 
cutions, the death penalty is a real 
rather than theoretical event here, 
and opinions about it can be more 
nuanced than expected. 

Strickland, whose Cafe Texan is 
two blocks from the prison, said 
be generally supports the death 
penalty, but believes it should be 
carried out only against the most 
outrageous, cold-blooded murder¬ 
ers. The circus atmosphere gener¬ 
ated by some executions has 
begun to bother him. 

“With Karla Faye Tucker, 
everyone was saying, ‘Oh, it 
brought you tons of business,’ " 
said Strickland, who bought the 
72-year-old restaurant in 1996. 
“We did have a 10, 15 perceni 
increase in business, but after¬ 
ward I decided if we ever have 
another major execution. I'll 
close for the day rather than take 
tbe money. I don’t feel good 
about profiting from someone 
else’s misfortune.” 

THE 149-year-old. Walls, Texas’ 
oldest state penitentiary, seems 
like a benign neighbor. Pink and 
red roses bloom outside its main 
entrance, and, like good neigh¬ 
bors, inmates can be seen main¬ 
taining the property. 

While death row inmates are 
housed about 12 miles northeast in 
a facility memorialized in Steve 
Earle's mournful song, “Ellis Unit 
One,” they are brought to Walls for 
execution. 

The Death House, as tbe area 
where the executions take place is 
called, is located in the northeast 
comer of the complex. In 1924, 
Texas began conducting all execu¬ 
tions here. 

Even without executions, 
Huntsville would be notable for its 
concentration of prisons: In addi¬ 
tion to Walls, seven prisons are 
located in or near the city, housing 
more than 7,400 inmates. They are 
counted in the city’s population, 
which is about 29,000. On the 
other side of the law, Huntsville is 


we have no control over it," 
Strickland said of the local prison 
industry. “Tt’s kind of like Detroit 
with its auto production and the 
pollution it produces.” 

TO those opposed to the death 
penalty, Huntsville symbolizes 
much of what is wrong with the 
system: Tbe ultimate punishment 
is meted out in a highly irregular 


manner across the country. A large 
state such as California, for exam¬ 
ple, has put to death only five con¬ 
victs since 1976, while a relatively 
small state such as Louisiana has 
executed 24. 

"In Texas, they generally do not 
put much into the legal defense of 
death-penalty cases,” said 
Richard Dieter, director of the 
Washington-based Death Penalty 


More than its share of blame 


H untsville is called to 
answer for more than its 
share of responsibility for 
the executions carried out in its 
midst 

After witnessing mere than 100 
executions over eight years, radio 
reporter Wayne Soige said he’s 
only seen two that involved a 
crime in Huntsville. 

"And the first one was for a 
crime that took place inside a 
prison,” he said. “More often than 
not, it's a jury in Houston that 
made tbe derision. It’s people in 
Houston who elect the judges and 
the prosecutors. 

“Everything, from the derision 
to commit the crime to the jury 
that sentences someone to die is 
from Houston, and then a contin¬ 
gency of (anti-death penalty 
activists) stationed in Houston 
comes here and starts screaming 
about it." 


Soige, who has witnessed exe¬ 
cutions for the past eight years as 
a stringer for United Press 
International, said he tries not to 
la tbe experience become rou¬ 
tine. “Every case is different, 
every person is different,” be said. 

Some cases get to him more 
than others: There was the convict 
who seemed mentally deficient, 
not really cognizant of what was 
going cat, and who had been horri¬ 
bly abused as a child, Sorge said. 

There are the convicts whom he 
has previously interviewed on 
death row. And then there is the 
doctor who pronounces tbe exe¬ 
cuted person dead. 

“He’s the same doctor in the 
emergency room at our hospital 
here,” Sorge said. “I sometimes 
wonder, what if I have a traffic 
accident and Pm brought there 
and I see him over me?” 

-JM. 


Information Center, which oppos¬ 
es capital punishment. “There's 
no.-sjaiewide public defenders-. 

and the representation is 
vejy;if/j£ven” ...... 

While more than 70 percent of 
Americans are said to support the 
death penalty, that figure is 
believed to be even higher in the 
Huntsville area. 

Huntsville residents have had to 
confront their feelings about exe¬ 
cutions, if only because the inter¬ 
national news media increasingly 
has descended on the city to report 
on what many foreigners consider 
an appalling practice. (The United 
States and Japan are the only 
major democracies with capital 
punishment.) 

Mary McClain recalled a French 
reporter who badgered her until 
she admitted she favored capital 
punishment 

“Why should I be surprised,” she 
quoted the reporter as telling her, 
“since all you Texans are hea¬ 
thens.” 

“1 felt like saying,. ‘Honey, 
there’s the door and you can just 
walk out of it,' " she said. “I don’t 
go to France and tell yon how to 
run your business.” 

McClain, a retired educator, is a 
volunteer at tbe Texas Prison 
Museum, a creepy collection of 
artifacts ranging from a no-longer- 
used electric chair to scary contra¬ 
band confiscated from inmates 
over the years to Prisoner No. 
321’s handwritten instructions for 
his final meal. 

McClain gives a group of visit¬ 
ing students a scared-straight son 
of talk, showing them tbe replica 
of a cell and asking them to imag¬ 
ine spending years in there with a 
roommate they might hate and no 
air-conditioning. 

Behind the counter, there are T- 
shirts - “I did time in Huntsville” 

- Ellis Unit death row caps and 
other souvenirs for sale. 



James Ronald Meanes, 42, was scheduled to die this month for 
shooting a guard in Houston: The executions hover over the city 
like a cloud. (A p } 


The message is hard to discern: 
Just how does Huntsville feel 
about its role in the capital punish¬ 
ment debate? “It’s not anything to 
be ashamed of.” McClain said, 
“but you don't go about bragging 
about it" 

Huntsville’s relationship Lo its 
prisons is a complicated and oddly 
intimate one. Seemingly everyone 
works for or is related to someone 
who works for tbe prison system. 
People talk about growing up "on" 
the units as the children of guards 


or medical personnel or other on¬ 
site employees, and having 
inmates regularly in their homes 
as housekeepers. 

No one can quite pinpoint why 
so many prisons ended up in their 
midst 

‘It's related to when we were 
vying to be the stale capital of 
Texas," said Marquait the Sam 
Houston State University profes¬ 
sor. “But then, Austin got the cap¬ 
ital and we got the joint.” 

(The Baltimore Sun) 


come and go with tittle attention also home to the Texas 
beyond a prison staff carrying out Department of Criminal Justice, 
its careful, clinical procedures and which has aboui 6,700 employees 
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a group of anti-death penalty pro¬ 
testers making their predictable 
stand "outside ‘The Walls,” as the 
two^block prison complex _ is 
called, for its massive brick 
facades. . 

Tt’s like living on a military 
base that ~ has nuclear weapons. 
Yon don’t think about it on a 
daily basis,” said Janies Marquart, 
a,professor of criminal justice at 


in the area. 

The second largest presence In 
Huntsville is Sam Houston State 
University, but it, too, has a link to 
the prison industry: The nation’s 
largest criminal justice education¬ 
al facility is located here, and 
inmate labor was used to construct 
a 200 , 000 -square-foot complex 
for it. 

Tt’s just something that’s there; 
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Windy in 
paradise 


Cyborgs’: Stunt or science 


D ear Ruthie, 

A few months 
ago, / met a 
most charming 
woman, and from the 
first minute we hit it 
off wonderfully. She 
has all the attributes 
a man might want in 
a woman: beauty, 
intelligence, common 
sense, a great sense 
of humor. She even 
cooks delicious meals, 
a rare talent in today's 
modem woman. (I do 
the dishes.) 

/ want to marry her, set up a 
! home, and have children. In other 
words, 1 want to setde dawn with 
her. 

There is one embarrassing 
problem, however. She is flatulent, 
particularly during lovemaking. 
At first l thought this was hilari¬ 
ous. But lately it has begun to 
grate on my nerves. 

We have tried to solve this by 
changing positions, but nothing 
has really helped. I asked her to 
seek medical help. Her refusal 
leads me to think it might be psy¬ 
chological help she needs. 

Her attitude is that / must take 
her as she is, with all her good 
points and all her bad ones. “You 
have to agree that my good points 
far outnumber my shortcomings” 
she says. 

I am at my wits’ end I know / 
should laugh the whole thing off - 
but I am afraid that her refusal to 
seek, help is a sign of a much more 
serious, underlying problem. 

Can you give me some advice? 
/ am writing this with her full con¬ 
sent. 

Upwind 

Somewhere in Israel 
Dear Upwind, 

The ‘’serious, underlying prob¬ 
lem" - if there is one - probably 
has more to do with your cold feet 
about making a commitment than 
with your girlfriend's refusal to 
seek help. 

If she has some kind of gas¬ 
trointestinal condition, her own 
discomfort will undoubtedly push 
her to seek medical attention. If 
she has no real medical problem, 
she may feel that she is being 
attacked for something she wants 
you to accept as a minor “short- 


Dear Ruthie 


Ruthie Blum 


coming." This is par¬ 
ticularly true if your 
initial response to her 
flatulence during 
lovemaking was 
laughter and your 
subsequent attitude 
has been one of 
annoyance. 

Since it is you, and 
not she, who is seek¬ 
ing advice, I can only 
address your part in 
the dynamic. And 
since you. and not 
she, considers “wind” 
a hitch to getting hitched, I can 
only offer you some insight into 
why it bothers you so much. 

Your description of the ideal 
partner, one with M aD the attribut¬ 
es a man might want in a 
woman," leads me to the conclu¬ 
sion that, like many people 
searching for - yet afraid of find¬ 
ing - a mate for life, you have 
created a long checklist for a 
potential spouse. 

This in itself is problematic, for 
it means that rather than seeking a 
certain kind of feeling when you 
are around a woman, you are 
seeking someone with a suitable 
curriculum vitae. As a result, any 
woman with flaws necessarily 
scores lower on the invisible test 
you are giving het 
If, instead, you -were to focus cm 
how happy you feel around a 
member of the opposite sex, or on 
how good she makes you feel 
about yourself, you would have 
less difficulty in accepting some 
not quite satisfactory trait 
What you view as a flaw - 
whether it be flatulence or flat- 
chestedness- should play a small- : 
er role in your emotional delibera- ; 
tions than it is playing now, if you i 
really intend to “settle down." 

Placing more emphasis on bow 
you feel about this woman than 
on how well she looks or cooks 
might serve not only to help you 
realize what’s important; it might 
even inspire your girlfriend to 
take account of your irritation 
concerning her problem. 

Letters should be addressed to: 

‘Dear Ruthie / POB 81, 
Jerusalem 91000. For e-mail: 
ruthie@jpostcoM (‘Dear Ruthie' 
also appears in In Jerusalem 
and in City Lights on Fridays.) 


A Utile above his left elbow, 
cyberneticist ■ Kevin 
Warwick beats a quarter 
inch scar, the vestige of an experi¬ 
ment this year in which he had an 
electronic transmitter implanted 
just beneath his skin. 

For eight days, Warwick mean¬ 
dered through a sensor-rich build¬ 
ing at Britain's University of 
Reading, his movements tracked 
by a Big Brother-Lsh computer that 
would open doors for him, turn on 
his personal computer, check his e- 
mml and greet him with a . cheery 
“Hello, Professor Warwick.” 

The experiment was .actually 
more stunt than science, since the 
basic technology of implanted 
transmitters has been used for years 
to identify peas and farm animals. 
And high-tech trappings notwith¬ 
standing, Warwick could have 
achieved the same results in 
Reading's “smart" building by tap¬ 
ing the transmitter to his forehead. 

But for Warwick, the point of the 
experiment was not strictly techno¬ 
logical, but one of will and desire. 
“Can we do this? Do we want to do 
this?” he asked. “I wanted to take 
that step and push forward.” 

The drought of joining humans ' 
and machines has been one of those 
quirky constructions of science fic¬ 
tion that has been fascinating to the 
imagination yet largely repulsive 
and pointless in reality. But in 
recent decades, advances in 
microchip design, wireless com¬ 
munications and neural stimulation 
have breached the barrier separat¬ 
ing humans from their powerful 
mechanical creations. 

From implanted identification 
transponders to artificial ears that 
allow the deaf to hear, these devices 
have begun to surge into the mar¬ 
ketplace, creating a potential multi- 
billion-dollar industry built on 
replacing lost abilities or enhancing 
those we have. 

And like the first encounters with 
large factory machines 200 years 
ago, these implanted devices - 
even in their etude state - have 
begun to set off conflicts over tbeir 
transforming power. 

One prominent conflict is the bat¬ 
tle over hearing implants, which 
have been decried by many deaf- 
advocacy organizations as a threat 
to their culture. 

THE complaints seem largely 
ignored in the enormous techno¬ 
logical push to create and re-create 
pieces of the human body from sil¬ 
icon, plastic and stainless steel. 


The potential of the human-machine hybrid still 
exerts a powerful grip. Ashley Dunn reports 


within the ear. The cochlea is usu¬ 
ally lined with thousands of hair 
cells* which produce an electrical 
charge when they are moved by 
sourS waves. Each section of the 
cochlea’s tube relates to a diflerent 
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Gregory Stock, director of the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles’s Program on Science, 
Technology and Society, said it has 
only been with the advent of com¬ 
puters - with their speed, precision, 
small size and personal nature - 
thgt the idea of joining humans and 
machines has become something 
other than grotesque. 

“We are born into a sea of 
machines and tel ecommuni cations 
now," Stock said. “The boundaries 
have begun to break down as the 
interfaces become easier and more 
natural It is evolutionary in a bio¬ 
logical sense. But for society as a 
whole, it is a revolution." 

The roots of the human-machine 
hybrid trace back to two 
researchers in the 1960s who were 
investigating the survivability of 
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humans in space for the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. 

Manfred Clynes, then chief 
research scientist at New York's 
Rockland State Hospital, and 
Nathan Kline, the hospital's direc¬ 
tor, believed that humans could sur¬ 
vive the rigors of radiation, low 
gravity, carbon dioxide buildup and 
a host of other conditions only if 
the body's mechanis ms were radi¬ 
cally changed. 

They proposed the use of a host of 
drugs that would be administered 
automatically, allowing die astro¬ 
nauts the freedom “to explore, to 
create, to think and to feel.” They 
coined the term “cyborg” to 
describe their hybrid creation - 
short for “cybernetic organism." 
They published a picture of the first 
cyborg, a while laboratory rat with 
an osmotic pomp attached to its tail. 

Clynes’s and Kline's idea soon 
dropped out of favor with NASA as 
die word was embraced by sdence- 
fiction writers, bat the research into 
implantable devices continued. The 
development of the transistor 
cleared the way for the 1958 intro¬ 
duction of the first implanted elec¬ 
tronic device - the cardiac pace¬ 
maker. 

IN the decades since, at least half a 
dozen companies have emerged 
that produce such devices - used to 
control pain, regulate breathing and 
activate paralyzed hands. 


For all the ingenuity of these 
implants, they are still oude com¬ 
pared with tiie elegance of the 
human body, tike pieces of 
Frankenstein Hug up from some 
high-tech graveyard. Many of the 
devices must be activated by the 
user. For example, patients 
implanted with NeuroControl’s 
FreeHand system typically shrug 
their shoulders to make a paralyzed 
hand grasp an object 

But research into automatic and 
natural control is moving quickly. 
This year. Drs. Roy BaJcay and 
Philip Kennedy of Atlanta's Emmy 
University announced the develop¬ 
ment of a brain implant that allows 
paralyzed patients to command a - 
computer with their thoughts. 

The . implant a tiny-glass cone 11 
seeded with material that encour- 11 
ages nerve cells to grow inside, 
detects electrical activity in certain 
parts of the brain's motor cortex. 
The pattern of activity is then inter¬ 
preted to control the movements of 
a computer cursor. The cursor can 
be placed on icons that activate the 
computer to speak and type mes¬ 
sages. 

ONE of the oldest and most suc¬ 
cessful of the devices that commu¬ 
nicate with the nervous system is - 
the cochlear implant, a device that 
can help the deaf by directly stimu¬ 
lating the auditory nerve. 

The implants fit inside the tiny 
spiral tube of the cochlea, deep 
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nerves with tbeir own electrical sig¬ 
nal ’ ... 

■ The first devices had only.a sin¬ 
gle electrode, but since the rmd- 

1990s. microprocessor-controlled 
implants with multiple electrodes 
have appeared, allowing for a fuller 
reproduction of sound. . 

(There is little debate over the use 
of cochlear implants in adults, par¬ 
ticularly those wbo grew up as 
hearing people. For them, the 
implants only restore an ability mat 
was lost But many deaf oiganizgj, 
dons, including the Worn* 
Federation of the Deaf, have rallied 
against using the devices in chil¬ 
dren. who were born deaf. Toe 
problem is not so much the device 
itself, but the perception of the deaf 
that it engenders. 

Lawrence Fleischer, chairman of 
the deaf studies department at 
California State University, 
Nortfaridge, in Los Angeles, said 
the implants bring with them a 
vision of deafness that the deaf 
themselves reject: that they are 
damaged humans who must be 
repaired by technology. 

“The deaf community already 
has a language,” Fleischer said. ’It 
has its own beliefs and values. The 
medical field doesn't see it in fihe 
same light They see an ear ifjtt 
needs to be fixed." 

WHILE the argument may seem 
strained to those in the hearing 
world, it is a central belief of many 
in the deaf community that the 
inability to hear is not a loss but 
.simply a difference, like skin color 
or height. The deaf movement 
against cochlear implants high¬ 
lights a theme that has resurfaced 
with each advance in technology: 
that the machine enforces a slightly 
different sense of life, one that 
becomes more compelling and 
threatening as it penetrates deeper 
into human society. 

Even Warwick’s small experi¬ 
ment with an implanted transmitter 
drew a variety of responses frotr- 
around the world, including som& 
who likened the implant to thev 
mark of the beast in die Bible. 
Reporters from Moscow and South 
Africa; questioned Aim' 1 about the 
implant's potential use by a police 
stare to control and identify its citi¬ 
zenry. 1 • ’■ ■ ■ 

Warwick is more sanguine about 
die role of the device, saying it 
could be used to monitor criminals, 
confirm the identities of parties in a 
business transaction or help the dis¬ 
abled navigate through a smart 
building. 

The use or abuse of technology is 
in the hands of its human users, he 
said. ‘1 didn't really Feel any nega¬ 
tives; even though people knew 
where I was all the time. I didn’t 
really feel anything except that . ji 
the implant was removed, I begali 
to feel I was going to miss it." 

(Los Angeles Times) 
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Amy Argetsinger thought she was unique. 
A routine Internet search proved otherwise 
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Just Pages Apart 


F or years now. I’ve known 
deep in my heart that she 
was probably out there 
somewhere. But it was only lately 
that I had to confront the unavoid¬ 
able truth of her existence. 

You could think of her, I sup¬ 
pose, as the Other Woman. More 
specifically, she is the other Amy 
Argetsinger. 

She lives. Her name is my name. 
I found her, not surprisingly, an 
the Internet And Tm not exagger¬ 
ating when I say that this discov¬ 
ery has shaken me to my core. 

Many of you won’t understand. 
How could you, with your garden- 
variety surnames? But for me, like 
most of my Argetsinger relatives, 
the utter uniqueness of my name 
has been one of the truisms of my 
life. • 

There aren't many Aigetsingers, 
you see. The name hself is a rela¬ 
tively recent invention, a New 
World mutation of an Old Country 
moniker. It has been forme an ice¬ 
breaker, a conversation-starter, a 
way to stand out in the crowd. 

Old acquaintances spot it easily 
if they stumble upon it some¬ 
where, then track me down and 
greet me with a phrase that secret¬ 
ly delights me: “I figured it was 
probably the same Amy 
Argetsinger!” 

They can no longer make such 
assumptions. 

In truth. I’ve been closing in on 
her for years. For, while we rev¬ 
eled in our specialness, we 
Aigetsingers have long wondered 
about the Others. We mulled 
reports of Aigetsingers in Alaska, 
toe Argetsinger a friend met in a 
Wichita doctor's waiting room, toe 
Argetsinger name on a dry-goods 
store an acquaintance once drove 
past in northern Wisconsin. 
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When I traveled, I adopted my 
father’s habit of looking for 
Argetsinger in toe phone books of 
every town along to* way - never 
calling, just staring at the word out 
of context in Michigan City or 
Flagstaff or New Orleans. 

But just a few years ago, techno¬ 
logical advances rendered these 
sorts of haphazard checks obso¬ 
lete. 

My local library got a CD-ROM 
listing of millions of names and 
addresses culled from white pages 
nationwide. I typed in my surname 
and saw immediately that there 
were actually scores of 
Argetsingers - a vein through 
southern Minnesota, a concentric 
circle of them in the small towns 
outside Des Moines, scatterings in 
Oregon and South Carolina, and 
more than I had ever imagined in 
our home turf of western New 
York state. 

There were no Amys recorded, 
but who knew how many legions 
of unlisted children were hidden in 
these people’s homes? 

By the time toe Internet became 
available, I was inured to the 
oceans of Argetsingers. Instead, I 
indulged in an irresistible vanity 
search - plugging my foil name 
into a search engine to see where I 
popped up. ‘ 

As The Washington Post ven¬ 
tured on-line and its staff writers’ 
bylined stories were posted, my 
trails appeared everywhere. That 
novelty soon wore off, too. 

SO, really, it’s not like 1 was des- 
Penue to see my name again that 
day wh«i I found Her. Ijust was 
looking for the electronic home of 

f S Pr 2 fi i gr ^ up wbose Web site 
had referenced one of my 
articles, and figured that searching 


for my name would be the quick 
est way. 

And there she was, on the “199 
Show-Me Showdown” Web page 
A high school freshman basketba. 
standout from St, Louis, tearing u 
the place at toe Missouri star 
championships. 

“Amy Argetsinger shoot 
through a sea of green shirts. 
“Amy Argetsinger shoots fo 
two.” “Megan McGill and Am 
Argetsinger apply the trap." 
cringed. 

“No!” I wanted to yell. ‘Tfas 
never happened! I don’t eve 
know how to apply toe 'trap!”' 

It was strangely discorafoitin 
to see my name - my self! - rep 
resented in this alien contexl 
There were toe photos, too-smal 
indistinct ones that nonetheles 

*“5®® toe image of a lank> 
dark-haired girl. J 

There she is. The Other. Th 
vanquisher of my pathetic sourc 
of mystique. 

h omehow - 1 couldn’t reset! 
stinger who seeming! 

teo toto^ haS,did half rey Iff 

me Sh^» C0C T n ,° fa decent Pri 
subuSs°° ^ Americ * 

. Soon, however, she will be on 

teivaoie that our circles n 

genu and our six degrees of seoa 
ration wiU collapse into three ? o 
even two. Maybe we will 
accidentally, at a conference or oi 
a plane or. at a party. 

And then I can tell her how I ha 

Sit£L aild found Md he 

ail these years. 

I figured,” I'll finally say, “tha 
* hi toe sW’/K. 
Argetsinger." 

(The Washington Post 
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N o particular theme stood 
out in pop music this year. 
Spurred by the panicking 
music industry's realization that 
the salad days of big profits are 
_ ^ over, more and more artists played 
^5 it safe, dove deeper into their com¬ 
fortable niches and tried to weath¬ 
er the storm. 

Fan loyalty to their faves contin¬ 
ued to be a quaint concept of the 
past, as MTV churned out a non¬ 
stop factory of instant hits, only to 
discover a month later that they 
belonged in the Where Are They 
Now department. 

Accessible teen-oriented hip hop 
and rap firmly entrenched them¬ 
selves in the Top 40 alongside vet¬ 
eran genres like dance-based 
R&B, Celine Dion ballads, pop 
goes the country, and never-say- 
die metal. But for more discerning 
tastes, some visionary artists were 
still able to surface amid the hazy 
i' music-as-marketing-tool fog. 

Here’s a look at some of the 
^music that kept returning to my 
proverbial turntable throughout 
the year. 


DISCS THAT WILL ENDURE 


Creating orchestral symphonies 
on an acoustic guitar. Smith is one 
of the most distinctive singer- 
songwriters to emerge since 
Randy Newman and Tom Waits. 
And his voice is sweeter. 

Up 

RJLM. 

RJE.M. reinvents itself so con¬ 
vincingly that, for a change, it 
almost sounds like R.E.M. 
Imagine if.it was somebody more 
important than the drummer who 
left. 

Ray of Light 

MADONNA . 

I can already hear the hoots, but 
the divine Miss M reaps the bene¬ 
fits of motherhood by creating her 
most sophisticated, yet earthy, 
body of work. 

Mermaid Avenue 
BILLY BRAGG and W3LCO 
The spirit of Woody Guthrie 
brought back from Lhe Dustbowl. 
Sympathetic folk, rock and coun¬ 
try defies and defines the times. 

Adore 

SMASHING PUMPKINS 
Exchanging ’90s arena rock for 
a haunting, dreamy landscape, 
Billy Corgan and band mature 
gracefully without totally putting 
their childhood games away. 

Yield 

PEARL JAM 

Ignoring all the extraneous trap¬ 
pings of stardom, Seattle's finest 
circles the wagons, gets down to 
basics and blows away the compe¬ 
tition that arose in the interim. 

Desireless 

EAGLE EYE CHERRY 
Full of desire, the son of tru ra¬ 
pe leer Don Cheny proves his met¬ 
tle with a debut batch of driving 
folk-tinged rock. 
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Celebrity Skin 
HOLE 

Exhilarating radio-friendly rock 
with a healthy punk attitude. 
Courtney Love said she wanted to 
make an album that would be 
remembered as affectionately as 
the '70s landmarks Rumours and 
The Wall. And thanks to her con¬ 
cise grasp of rock history, not to 
mention Eric Edandson’s magnifi¬ 
cent guitar propulsion, she’s done 
iL 

Tracks 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
Springsteen’s bag of rejects, 
demos, B-sides and experiments is 
better than almost anybody else's 
final cuts. Helps remind us why he • 
was oDce the future of rock V.. 
roll. 

The Globe Sessions 
SHERYL CROW 
Michael Jackson’s former back¬ 
up singer has blossomed into an 
ambitious and bold artist. Luckily, 
she hasn’t lost any of her rootsy, 
rockin' charm along the way. 

XO 

ELLIOT SMITH 


DEBUTANTS 


The Way 
FASTBALL 

I998’s catchiest rock song on 
the radio, “The Way" is but the tip 
of the iceberg for these Austin, 
Texas, power poppers. 

Marcy Playground 
MARCY PLAYGROUND 
Quirky, charming rock, person¬ 
alized by free-thinking frontman 
John Wozniak. 

Lovers Knot 
JEB LOY NICHOLS 
Seasoned singer-songwriter 
brings twangy touches to his 
laconic folk, country and blues. 
Chnppabra 

A jpyous, pastiche of rjbymin ( 
raps and Join Mitchell* melodies. \ 



Happy 


birthday to 


a pianist 


n d ra s 
Scbiff’s 
.p i a □ o 
recital, which 
inaugurated 
the Rubin 
Academy of 
Music's new 
S t e i n w a y 
grand piano, 
was both a 
musical and 


social event. 

SchifiTs technique is perfect. 


Andras Schiff, piano 

Clairmoot Hall, 

TeJ Aviv University, 
December 22 


Bob Dylan crowned with (left to right) Sheryl Crow, John Lennon, and Madonna. 


were a Dylan fan, you owned it 
despite the crackles and hiss. And 
this cleaned up version demon¬ 
strates why. 


BEST COMPILATIONS 


BEST COUNTRY DISC 


Crown of Jewels 
RANDY SCRUGGS 
Forget about generic Garth and 
Shania designer-jeans clones. 

eels cuts, through the . 


c , ul W<>¥Sfc we 

JbHWppy strangW..to th$pure.. 
’Wn&fook ^(h, ? little.help 


n 98 j.4t r.fxi* r v 
. from-a slpw of legends. 


BEST REISSUE 


BEST HIP-HOP DISC 


Soul Classics 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Spotlight on James Brown! It's 
sweet soul music for at least half of 
this ambitious, locally produced 
double disc. Thankfully light on the 
overused Big ChiU co-opted hits. 

Lennon Anthology 
. . . JOHN I^NNON . ; 
.JpsL4ke.be was in’ life, the Lenrum 
Anthology can be overbearing. But 
through the-sheer bulk of material;- 
the essence of Lennon’s magical 
presence shines on and on and on. 


Bob Dylan Live 1966 
BOB DYLAN 

OK, this has only previously 
been "issued" as a bootleg so it's 
not really a reissue, but if you 


Mezzanine 
MASSIVE ATTACK 
Headphone music personified - 
proof that trip hop is the bastard 
son of ’60s psychedelia. 


ROCKING CHAIR AWARD 


Vertical Man 
RINGO STARR 
Because we expected the least. 


he delivers the most. 

Imag ination 
BRIAN WILSON 
AH those years of therapy, and 
he winds up making a Chicago 
sound-alike. 

When We Were the New Boys 
ROD STEWART 
Stewart finally admits there was 
some good music made after 1978, 
and proceeds to steal it. 

Premonition 

' JOHN FOGERTY ;! ; 

Blistering ' live versions of" 
• Greedence clasacs^Required his¬ 
tory lesson for all teens. 

Walking into Clarksdale 
JIMMY PAGE 
& ROBERT PLANT 
Bluesy, energetic and hard rock¬ 
ing, that was some deal with the 
devil that these two made to stave 
off the hands of time. 


and his performance is well 
thought out, but you sometimes 
feel that this introverted pianist 
only hints at the treasures of the 
musical opuses he plays. His 
Bach (Prelude and Fugue in A 
minor, BWV 894) was dryish and 
his Beethoven (Sonata No. 4 in E 
flat major. Op. 7) was lacking 
vivacity, yet in Games and Plays 
by Gyorgy Kurtag be demon¬ 
strated his teacher's ability to 
“say a lot with a few notes.” 

Tbe real highlight of the con¬ 
cert came after intermission 
when this reserved musician let 
himself go with a topping rendi¬ 
tion of Schumann's Nachtstucke, 
Op. 23/1-4, and Grande Sonata 
No. 3 in F minor. 

In a moving finale, the head of 
the Tel Aviv Academy. Noam 
Sheriff, led the public in singing 
“Happy Birthday" to the 
Hungarian pianist. 

Maxim Reider 


Neumann. Neumann's 

Kartauserkantorei choir captured 
Faurd’s subtleties in an uncom¬ 
monly touching manner. The 
superbly trained voices were 
forceful without sharpness in 
“Libera me." and caressingly soft 
in choruses such as the conclud¬ 
ing beatific “In paradisum." The 
orchestra's instrumental solos 
were also rendered with appro¬ 
priate care. 

Schubert's more dramatic and 
extroverted Mass was performed 
with a well-rounded sound, yet 
with a degree of pomposity that 
came at the expense of the work’s 
potential energies. 

The soloists were the weak 
link. They lacked presence and 
luster, sounding os though they 
were further away than the dis¬ 
tance between stage and audi- 
Ury Eppstein 


ence. 


Carmina Burana 
Sospiri Vocal Quartet, Modus 
Vivendi Instrumental Ensemble 
YMCA Auditorium 
December 20 


Uturgka 

JSO KartauserfearUorei Kdtn Choir 
Works by Schubert and Faur£ 
Jerusalem Theater 
December 22 


. . Fauna's Requiem. _ a. sensitive 
and introverted liturgical work, 
was -offered in a JSO program 
that included Schubert’s Mass 
No. 6, conducted by Peter 


It's hard to imagine anything 
more secular than this 13th-cen¬ 
tury Carmina Burana, subtitled 
“Songs of Love and Life." 
Drinking songs and songs of sin. 
lust and avarice make the so- 
called “dark ages" appear bright, 
lovely and occasionally naughty. 
One of the many gems celebrates 
the liberation of Jerusalem from 
the Saracens by the Christians in 
1099. 

The UK Sospiri quartet led by 
Jenny Hansell revived the peri¬ 
od's joie de vivre and freshness, 
bringing the old songs close to 
the present-day audience. 

The voices were well-trained 
and pleasant, and the renditions 
were faithful to the supposedly 
authentic style. Haifa's Modus 
Vivendi, featuring period instru¬ 
ments .such as the krummhom, 
_the bud . and _ recorders^ _doo- 
tributed the appropriate* instru¬ 
mental-coloring to the-vocal pre¬ 
sentation. 

Ury Eppstein 


Tadmor gets personal 


Pathos always pays off 


Pretty Butterfly 


DANCE REVIEW 
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Theater Roundup 


nivself 



By Naomi Doudaf 


O ded Kotrier’s revival of one 
of-. Levin’s most poignant 
one-acters is indeed a cele¬ 
bration of the Hebrew play - anti 
playwright- par excellence. Levin 
here is, as ever, the poet of failure, 
of existential frustration, the blunt 


The Labor of Living 

(Melechet Hatunm ) 
by Haoocb Levin. 

Beit Lessfo Theater, Id Aviv. 
December 21 


exponent of banality and irre¬ 
versible mediocrity. 

A paean to the pangs of under¬ 
dogs, the kleine menshelech of lhe 
Tel Aviv street scene, his hero is 
Yona Popoch, a worm that turns 
after 30 years of groveling in the 
boredom, stagnation and monoto¬ 
ny of a meaningless marriage. 

Yossi Banai in the role of 





OPERA REVIEW 






Madama Butterfl 


Tel Aviv Performing Arts 
December 24 


inter 


Yossi Banai and Tfkki Dayan don’t enjoy their marriage. 


Popoch is a worthy successor to 
the late lamented Nissim Azikri, 


who, together with Lia Koenig. 
made the original Habimah pro¬ 
duction so powerful 

In contrast to the quiet pathos 
and-subtle gradation of Azikri’s 
presentation-, Banai’s immediately 
.works up an explosion of right¬ 
eous wrath. The grotesque tempo 
never lets up until the climax, 
when it-subsides in a lyrical and 
quietly pathetic collapse. 

. Yet, for all the outward bluster 
of his performance, all through, 
Banai speaks most toachingly and 
eloquently with his eyes. 

InT5Md Dayan’s vivacious inter¬ 
pretation, Leviva Popoch, long- 
suffering wife to Banal's misan¬ 
thropic spouse (among the rest he 
calls her a cow), is a warm Mother 
Earth who crashes his fear of 
deaih withTier life-loving instinct 
and hasic h uman ity. 


The introduction of ■ some 
singing numbers is. as far as I can 
recall, an innovation. Banai is, of 
course, a past master of one-man 
vocal declamation. Dayan man¬ 
ages credibly, too. 

But though the lyrical touch is 
not out of place, it is too slight and 
sporadic to work here other than 
as an extraneous element. 


Uri Mori 

by Itzhak Bra-Ner 
Cameri Theater 
December 2 


Uri Mari by Itzhak Ben-Ner ax 
the Cameri is ostensibly a love 
story, about the forbidden love of 
an Ethiopian child, Muri, for her 
adoptive father, Uri. But blade and 
white, spring and winter polarities 
aside, it is a'drama that delves into 
the sociocultural di^tide that yawns 
between two segments of Israeli 
society. Bigotry amounting to 


racism in a problematic sabra fam¬ 
ily. whose members all seem to 
. hate each other, makes the 11- 
year-old Mini's absorption into 
local life a nightmare. To compen¬ 
sate she develops an obsessive 
love for the tolerant Uri who, as 
the play opens, is 54 to her 24. 

A writer’s play with a richly 
wrought text, it proceeds through 
a series of phone calls and time 
shifts that make for some confu¬ 
sion- Fortunately, Rami Datum's 
original staging absorbs some of 
these drawbacks. 

But it is the developing rela¬ 
tionship graphically played by 
Han Dar lUri> and MeheretV 
Baruch (Muri) that makes for an 
immensely gripping production. 
The latter, with her arresting 
beauty, lends a rich visual dimen¬ 
sion to the drama. This especial¬ 
ly in the scenes where she 
emerges in Ofra Confine's 
exquisitely designed ethnic cos¬ 
tumes. 


T he staging of classic opera 
requires invention. On 
lhe face of it. director 
Christopher Alden seems to be 
such a harmless revolutionary. 

In his La Traviata, the characters 
rode around the stage on gorgeous 
beds, and here, in Madama 
Butterfly , the story toms into a 
giddy naval officer's recollections, 
with Butterfly and Kate Pinkerton 
roaming about like two shades of 
Hamlet’s Father. 

The problem is that A1 den’s direc¬ 
tion has little - if anything - to do 
with the score. This is a sad. sincere 
and realistic story, told by the 
sweeping music. 

Cbo-cho-san Joves Pinkerton, 
while he believes that he can play 
with a human being like a doll 
This view is the opposite of Alden’s 
German silent-movie style where 
Lhe heroes wringtheir hands in 
despair and then collapse on the 
floor in the most picturesque way. 

All this could be forgiven if the 
production was musically perfect 
which is not exactly the case here. 


Granted, Russian soprano Natalia 
Dercbo, in the lead, emerges as a 
fine singing actress with a deep 
understanding of Puccini’s music, 
revealing swift changes of her hero¬ 
ine’s mood, from bliss to hope to 
utmost despair. 

The warm Chinese mezzo, Ning 
Liang, is a dramatic Suzuki, unable 
to help her young mistress, while 
the powerful British baritone, Keith 
Latham, finds the right tone for 
Sharpless, by chance involved into 
a not-30-niee affair whose tragic 
showdown be foresees. 

One can hardly explain why Cho- 
cho-san is so infatuated with the 
unimpressive Pinkerton (the 
Mexican tenor Rafael Rojas), but 
the rest of the cast in minor roles 
deliver solid, if not always vivid, 
performances. 

Emotional and lyrical Puccini, 
who in a way was a forerunner of 
larger-than-life Hollywood music, 
demands incredible tact and infalli¬ 
ble taste from a conductor. 
Unfortunately, under the awkward 
baton of French conductor 
Emmanuel Joel the Rishon Lezion 
Symphony in the pit sounds in turn 
schmaltzy and bombastic, never 
catching the elusive mood of this 
touching masterpiece. 

On die plus side, the sets (Paul 
Steinberg) are really beautiful if 
somewhat static, the costumes 
(Buki Shiff) are stylish, and Avi- 
Yona Bueno (Bambi) proves once 
more dial he is one of this country’s 
best lighting designers. 


Neta 

Suzanne Delhi 
December 25 


A fter creating three full- 
length works, 

Ido Tadmor has 
assembled a modest 
production of several 
solo works, guest 
appearances by 
friends and video seg¬ 
ments of himself, his 
Mom and a coffee 
reader he befriended. 

Neta affirms what a 
remarkable dancer 
Tadmor is. but leaves 
open questions about 
his artistic judgment 
Using the dance to 



Ido Tadmor 


announce his love for bis mother 
(Neta) and to deal with his 
homosexuality, Tadmor’s chore¬ 


ography at times seemed to lapse 
into an embarrassingly sentimen¬ 
tal journey. 

The decision to name the work 
after his mother was touching, 
but the video duet he dances with 
her was overly intimate. The fact 
that Neta Tadmor (63) is not a 
dancer made the choice even 
more debatable. 

Tadmor also uses the work to 
ridicule some prominent talk- 
show hosts for making 
his sexual inclination 
a big issue - while he, 
himself, does the 
same. 

The dance-biography 
stands firm without 
those declarations; the 
solos, duets and trio 
sequences contain 
enough power and 
depth. 

Tadmor's dancing is 
unique - exposing his 
vulnerability, sensitiv¬ 
ity, yearning and com- 
and driving him to 


passion 

explore the outer edges of emo¬ 
tion. 


Make your week 
a safe one 
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MARKETS | Millennium bug to cost banks $1 
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By PAH GEBSIEHFEU) 

The banking sector will have to set aside 
$100 million in order to deal with problems 
related to the millennium bog, Israel 
Discount Bank executive vice president 
Menahem Gutterman told The Jerusalem 
Post this week. 

The millennium, bug is a computer soft¬ 
ware fault that could cause computers and 
the devices they operate to stop working or 
give incorrect data starting January 1,2000. 

Analysts predicted even higher sums 
would be needed to solve the problem. 
Meta Group CEO Jimmy Schwarzkopf 
estimated that the .banks will have to spend 
up to $200m. 

Despite the massive investment there is 
no guarantee that all the problems will be 
solved, according to Gutterman. 

“We are doing all we can. to deal with the 
problem, but only on January 1 will we 
know where the real problems are," he said. 
“It is impossible to predict where a problem 
might arise.” 

Figures published by Israel's five largest 


banks in their 1997 annual, reports show 
that there axe big differences in the amount 
each of them intends to invest in treating 
. the millennium bug. 

While Bank Leumi, the country’s second- 
■ largest bank, intends to invest some $58m. 
over three years, the First International 
Bank says it is earmarking a mere N1S 12m. 
for this purpose. 

In its earnings reports, FIB1 stated that it 
is well aware of the fact that it has budget¬ 
ed considerably less than the other banks, 
but that its expenses will be lower because 
a large part of the work is being done by the 
bank's in-house technicians. The difference 
in investment is also an outcome of the fact 
that the computer systems of Leumi are 
older than those of FIBI. 

Bank Hapoalim, the country's largest 
bank, said it will spend some 525m. while 
Bank Discount and United Mizrahi Bank 
intend to spend $l0m. and NTS 17.5m. 
respectively. 

Industry sources said that the big differ¬ 
ence between the amounts spent by the var¬ 
ious banks reflects the fact mat some of the 


banks may be using the opportunity to 
upgrade their computer systems. In addi¬ 
tion, banks such as FIBI may not include all 
their expenses under the provision for the 
millennium problem. 

The supervisor of banks at the Bank of 
Israel requires banks to outline m their 
earnings reports their plans for solving the 
problem and the costs arising from doing 
so. _ , 

In November, US Federal Reserve Board 
member Roger Fereuson, who chairs the 
American Year 2000 Council, said that 
spending on the mill ennium bug could trim 
a tenth of a percentage point from 
America's gross domestic product ia 1999 
and in 2000. 

The 35 largest US banks plan to spend at 
least 53.92 billion to treat the bug. Banks 
such as Chase Manhattan Corp., J.P. 
Morgan & Co. and Bankers Trust already 
have announced that they will have to 
spend as much as 20% more than what they 
originally expected. 

The largest investment so far is being 
made by Citicorp, the third-largest US 


bank, which said it expects total costs to be 
S650m. over three years. BankAmenca 
Corp., the biggest US bank, expects to 

spend about $55Gm. . 

Schwarzkopf said that the amount invest¬ 
ed by Israeli banks is similar to that invest¬ 
ed by overseas banks of the same size. 

Leu mi’s preparations are considered among 
the most advanced, even when compared to 

international institutions. 

Gutterman. who is in cbaige of the com¬ 
puter systems at Discount, said his 
ny intends to offer clients more service, 
through the Internet . 

Discount on Sunday unveiled its upgrad¬ 
ed Internet software which allows clients to 
receive information on their bank accounts 
through the Internet. JX>B CEO David 
Granot said that currently the majority ot 
banking services given through the Internet^ 
is limited mainly to stocks trading. *** 

Granot estimates that the Bank of Israel 
will ult ima tely allow banks to offer more 
services thorough the Internet. He added, 
however, that cyber-banking is not expect¬ 
ed to replace the current banking system. 


Levin panel: Price stability is bank’s supreme task 


Leviev increases stake in Africa Israel 

Businessman Lev Leviev announced yesterday that he has 
exercised an option to increase his stake in holding company 
Africa Israel Investments by buying a five percent stake for N1S 
76 million. Leviev was granted the put-option to Bank Leumi 
when he bought Africa Israel’s controlling share. Israels sec¬ 
ond-largest bank, which still holds 20% of Africa Israel, can sell 
the remaining shares before the end of 1999 based on a compa¬ 
ny value of S340m. The option was given to Bank Leumi in 
1996 as part of a deal in which Leviev acquired some 55% of 
the company for 5189m. Following yesterday’s transaction, 

Leviev owns 51.6% of the company. Dan Gerstenfeld 

Technomatix acquires German firm for $9m. 

Hereby a-based Technomatix Technologies yesterday 
announced the acquisition of Anysim Simulationssysteme for 
S9m. in cash. The shares of Munich-based Anystm were pur¬ 
chased from six private shareholders. 

The company, which develops tools for manufacturing appli¬ 
cations. employs 22 people and expects revenues of $3m. for 
1998. Technomatix. which develops software tools, said in a 
statement that the deal fits its strategy of expanding into new 
industries and broadening its product offerings. Dan Gerstenfeld 

More immigrants opening small businesses 

An increase ot some v»0 percent was recorded in the number of 
small businesses opened by new immigrants between July and 
December, the Absorption Ministry announced yesterday. 

A total of 580 <ueh businesses were opened during this period, 
compared ti • 31 * • beiwc'eri Januafy and June. The yearly loiai' " 
was an increase over the 75n businesses established in* 1997. 

The increase in the second half of '98 was due to ministry 
efforts to obtain increased loans from the Treasury and an exten¬ 
sion of the pened ot eligibility Ary eh Dean Cohen 

Iran, Saudi Arabia to establish shipping link 

Iran and Saudi Arabia will establish their first direct shipping 
links within two weeks, the Iranian Commerce Ministry said last 
week. Ships Mill ply the Gulf waters between the eastern Saudi 
port of Dammam and the southern Iranian port of Bandar 
Abba*, a mini-ary spokesman said. 

In addition, die two stares will shortly allow planes to fly 
between the eastern Saudi city of Dhahran and the northeastern 
Iranian city of Mashhad, as well as between Riyadh, and the 
southern Iranian city of Shiraz, the spokesman said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. AP 


Central bank 
leaves interest 
rates unchanged 

By DAVID ZEV HARKS 
and JESSICA STEMBERG 

The Levin Committee, estab¬ 
lished by the government to review 
the Bank of Israel's structure and 
mandate, yesterday submitted its 
report, proposing price stability be 
made the bank's supreme task, and 
thar a five-person council be estab¬ 
lished to handle the execution of 
monetary policy. 

The main recommendations 
include: 

• Ensuring price stability while 
focusing on financial stability. At 
the same time, the bank should aim 
to improve the country's economic 
growth and reduce unemployment 

• Maintaining the bank’s indepen¬ 
dence and ability to choose the 
right monetary tools. 

• Establishing a five-member 
monetary committee including the 
governor, a deputy governor, and 
three independent specialists in 
monetary, fiscal and macroeco- 

■Inomlc policy^ each-to be appoint¬ 
ed for a five-year term. 

This panel would replace the 
existing internal bank committee 
which handles interest race deci¬ 
sions. Minutes from the councils 
meetings will be published within 
six weeks of each session. 

• Abolishing the governor's role as 
economic advisor to the govern¬ 
ment. 

• Turning the Bank of Israel Law 
1 1954) into a basic law. This will 
make it more difficult to change 
the law in the future. 

“We looked for a law that is fit¬ 
ting for today, one that is modem, 
one that stands in the framework of 
the country," said committee chair¬ 
man Dov Levin. 


All set for marathon weekend 


LONDON (Reuters' - The dress 
rehearsals are over and the minutes 
are ticking down to the big show - 
the launch of Europe's new com¬ 
mon currency, the euro, this New 
Year's holiday weekend. 

Thousands of financial staff 
across Europe will be working Hat 
out during “Euro Big Bang” week¬ 
end, convening the prices of 
European shares and bonds into 
euros and reprogramming comput¬ 
ers to cope with the switchover. 

"From a financial standpoint, 
this start of a new currency is the 
biggest single event we will have 
seen in our lifetime, - ' said Paul 
Cantwell, a partner at Andersen 
Consulting. "It's like watching the 
Berlin Wall coming down.” 

For months, financial employees 
throughout Europe have been sac¬ 
rificing weekends to do mock runs 
for the conversion marathon from 
December 31 to January 3. 

The starting gun will be fired on 
New Year's Eve. when finance 
ministers fix the rate at which the 
euro will trade. 

Staff will then be racing against 
the clock to translate the value of 
securities from the 11 countries in 
the euro zone into the new curren¬ 
cy in time for when markets open 
on January 4. That's when brokers 
will have tu be ready to deal in 
euros. 

“This is a massive logistical 
exercise. Nothing has ever been 
attempted on this scale,'' said 
Roger Bales, who is coordinating 
the conversion for Deutsche Bank- 
in London. 

London. Europe's biggest trad¬ 
ing center for currencies and for¬ 
eign shares, will be at the heart of 
the action, even though Britain is 
not expected to join the euro until 
at least 2002. Up to 30.000 
employees will be working in die 
City. London's financial district, a 
10th of the normal workforce. 

The stakes involved in ensuring 
the transition goes smoothly are 
huge. Problems making" the 
changeover to the euro could cost 
financial institutions clients and 


EURO LAUNCH 
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money. 

The switchover requires mili¬ 
tary-style planning. Mary institu¬ 
tions have set up “war rooms" and 
“command posts” to coordinate 
their activities over the long week¬ 
end Row charts line walls and 
mobile phones proliferate. 

"In a way. we’re looking forward 
to it." says Joanna Meager, senior 
vice president at Salomon Smith 
Barney. “We’ve done all the revi¬ 
sion. Now we want to do it for real. 
The adrenalin will be pumping." 

Staff will be able to snatch a few 
hours’ sleep in nearby hotel rooms 
booked months in advance: cap¬ 
puccino trolleys will ply hallways 
to keep the bleary-eyed awake: and 
caterers will bring in plenty of 
food. 

“You'd be surprised how many 
people have opinions on sandwich 
fillings,” Meager joked. 

In fact, staff at one brokerage 
house grumbled about being 
served ready-made dinners during 
the trial runs and won assurances 
that their new cafeteria would be 
up and running during the big 
weekend to serve gourmet meals. 

The nearest equivalent to conver¬ 
sion weekend, market watchers 
say, was the dramatic 1986 deregu¬ 
lation of the London Stock 
Exchange, which was also known 
as the Big Bang. 

Then there was trouble when 
computers seized up and thou¬ 
sands of trades were unsettled 
months afterward. 

‘"There was a logjam of paper 
and some- back offices effectively 
glued up," said Andersen 
Consulting’s Cantwell. 

While the big institutions say 
they are ready, they say they are 
not sure everyone else is - espe¬ 
cially the smaller players - and 
that is what could cause things ro 
snarl. 


“It's like a grand opera but every¬ 
body bas been practicing in a dif¬ 
ferent room and there is no con¬ 
ductor,” said Cantwell. “Nobody 
knows how it will be when they 
have to sing together." 

In addition to dealing with the 
conversion, there will be the' nor¬ 
mal year-end housekeeping in 
which a whole 12 months worth of 
accounts will have to be finalized. 

One of the first signs of things 
going wrong will be if one bank's 
calculations fail to tally with those 
of a trading partner’s. Staff on both 
sides will have to scramble to find 
out the root of the price discrepan¬ 
cies. 

Differences in simple rounding 
of figures could produce confu¬ 
sion. 

“You could see companies hav¬ 
ing trouble in translating from the 
old currencies into new,” said 
Cantwell. “They also have to con¬ 
vert all their price histories... There 
may be some people who won’t be 
able to finish in time.” 

Central bankers have made 
emergency plans in the event of 
any massive payment problems or 
computer systems breakdowns. 
But most financial institutions 
have scaled down the amount of 
business they transact to make the 
conversion process easier. 


Invest in the woritfs major exchanges 
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ev^q ( Gomnaittee chairman Dov Levin (right) hands a report concerning its proposal for the Bank of Israel Law to Prime Minister 
inyamin Netanyahu (center). Bank of Israel Governor Jacob Frenkel looks on. igpo> 


Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel said the report bears no 
impact on him personally, since his 
second term in office Is already 
more than half-way through. What 
is important, he said, is the report's 
long-term impact on the bank's 
stature. 

The committee members empha¬ 
sized that the creation of a mone¬ 
tary team would enhance the 
bank’s independence, freeing it 
from political and business pres¬ 
sures. 

Committee member and former 
Bank of Israel governor Amon 
Gafhi added that personal respon¬ 


sibility would fie among all five 
members, “individually and 
together." 

Given the current political limbo, 
the delayed budget, and yester¬ 
day's tie on the budgetary arrange¬ 
ments bill, the committee members 
said they would prefer action on 
the report be postponed until after 
the upcoming general election. 

Die report was published two 
weeks after the Knesset Finance 
Committee gave initial approval to 
Labor MK Avraham Shohat’s 
alternative private member bill 
establishing a board of governors. 

Levin committee member and 


Tel Aviv University Professor 
Haim Ben-Shahar said he was per¬ 
sonally offended by the bill, call¬ 
ing it a “disgrace.” 

“They knew very well that we 
were about to publish [the report] 
but had their own political agen¬ 
da." he said at the press confer¬ 
ence. 

The Treasury and the central 
bank both welcomed the report, 
saying thar it could only benefit the 
bank and the economy. 

The bank praised the establish¬ 
ment of a council, commenting 
that it shouldn't be seen as a failure 
for Governor Frenkel, but “some¬ 


thing [is] badly needed for the sake 
of the economy." 

Treasury Director-General Ben- 
Zion Zilberfaib said the report 
strengthens the independence of 
the tank, adding thar it’s important 
to publish the monetary decisions 
and rationale. 

Meanwhile, the bank yesterday 
left the key interest rate unchanged 
at 13.5 percent. 

Senior sources at die tank cited a 
desire to maintain price stability 
amid an economy living in the j.- 
shadows of political uncertainty, as m> 
the backdrop to the decision to 
keep rates at a 17-month high. 


Fast growing and specializing in a wide range 
of telecommunications products and services, 
currently building an international ISDN 
network for global video-conferencing, seeks 
Israeli privately held corporations for 
partnership/joint venture/merger/acquisitions. 

Candidate entities must have traded for 3 years 
and have revenues in excess of US$ 5 million. 

Senior Company Executive 
currently in Israel 

For more information and/or immediate attention, 
Tel. 02-566-1867 or Fax 02-566-1871 
_ or Emai l: info@videocall.org . 


ISRAEL ELECTRIC 

jmginn jrran 


The Israel Electric Corporation wishes to make 
the following changes to Tender No. 2810 

SUBJECT: SALE OF USED TRACK TYPE TRACTOR -1 
CATERPILLAR DION -1988 
CHANGES INCLUDE CHANGE IN THE DATE OF THE 
TOUR AND CHANGE IN LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION 

There wilt be a guided lour at the storehouse of the “Meor David” Power Statical in 
Hadera on the following days: 

Monday, January 18,1999 at 10 ajn. Monday, January 25,1999 at 10 ajn. 
Those interested in participating in the tour should contact Mr. B. Binyamin, KaU - c 
Department, TeL 03-565-4679/685 or fax 03-565-4644 in advance to arrange with 
the security officers to receive permission to enter the site. 

Preliminary conditions: Deposit of a bank check in favor of the Electric Corporation 
in the sum of 10 per cent of the estimated value of the bid. 



I AI4Alf MUTUAL MANAGEMENT 

UMliMrx (P0AUM-AMERICAN ISRAEL) LTD. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

for a special offer of buying units without a 

supplemental rate 

of “Lahak (Cosmos” non residents mutual fund. 

In continuation of the special offer, valid until December 31, 
1998, starting from January 1,1999 to February 28,1999, 
the units of “Lahak Kbsmos" will be offered at a unit price 
without a supplement rate. 

Orders for buying units can be given through all branches 
of Israel-American Bank, Bank Hapoalim B.M. or through 
members of the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange. 

This notice is not a suggestion nor a recommendation to buy 
these units. The purchase of units in this fund is subject to 
the funds’ latest prospectus. 

The Fund Manager; | 

Lahak Mutual Funds (Poafim-American Israel) Ltd. * 


ume iot suuoussiou ot oms tor me auove reader. February 2\ , 1999 a 11 a-m. 

THE ELECTRIC CORPORATION WISHES TO PURCHASE 
THE FOLLOWING GOODS: 

Trader No. 699914 - BIDS FOR OUTDOOR TRANSFORMER 
STATION HOUSING (KIOSK) 630KVA 24 KV 

Stage one - Submission of technical and commercial information without uricesr 
Payment for Leader documents NIS 1030 (including VAT) 

Quantity: 120 units 

Minimum condftioas: As detailed in the tender. 

Period of agreement: Two years. 

Last date for submissian of bids for the above tender: January 24,1999 at II m 
Minimum Participation Conditions: 

A Partjriparioninrfac tender is also subject to complying with the preliminary 
oonditioits detailed m the Tender Regulations 1993, Para. 6(al 1 , 3 £~ um,aai y 
^stration as required by law, compliance with nsmdataty'sperifieaS 

B, The Israel Electric Corporation reserves the right to allow a bidderwfao has 

r _.o 

f ~ a “ > 

j date for submitting bids, as staled above 001 t ^ aD * ^ on the last 

<* “V otter. 
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Jerusalem (commercial) 
Tfel Avjv-based Natam Real 
•'•Estate l, wwwjiatamxo.il) recently 
surveyed. the office market in 
Jerusalem, looking at 40 complet¬ 
ed and under-construction office 
braidings in the industrial zones of 
Givat Shaul, Har Hotzvim, Talpiot 
andMalha. 

■ The survey concludes that over 
. 95 percent of the existing" build¬ 
ings are full and 81% of the braid¬ 
ings just completed or being com¬ 
pleted are rented out. The average 
cent ranges. from $11.50 per 
square meter in Tblpiotto $16 per 
sq..na. in Malha. . 

Demand, however, has been dri¬ 
ven largely by the government, 
and" only then by high-tech, said 
Natam vice president Adina 
Cooper, who noted that most of 
Givai Shaul is rented out.to gov¬ 
ernment offices. • 

-She also added that internal 
company expansion has also been 
more prevalent than new compa¬ 
nies renting space. 

“We’re seeing decline in 
demand and slowness in the mar¬ 
ket” Copper said. “We’re "not that 
optimistic - about an increase in 
.demand over the next 12 to 18 
mouths.” 

7v- Jerusalem (residential) 
RE/MAX Professionals is rec- 
ommendmg 150-sq.m. ccauses 
and penthouses ai a new Malha 
project starting at $393,000. 

,‘YSla'ateh AdnmhnmaH 
'continuing Israeli fove 
af^ir with maUs (canyomm) has 
. sptemlYtQ Ma’aleh Adumim, 
ywb^'lttie > ^ l l300*sq.iiu Canyon 
f s^inira; "will contain ■ 10,000 
•\^^"QFodmmeTCial space, about 
i^^bnsiipesses and . .stores, and 


scheduled to open in 


AdwuwB’O^OOO residents,, as 
t\y^^as ;ffisi^nts of northern 


7. InTM^^r/Adumim, ,a 188- 
. stjMs 1 "dt^teK apartment wife Six 
nw^wasioW fpr $315,000. Part, 
^^Jp^pass A.G J.. prefect, 
toadmairsoriginal asking 
. $320,00a - " ‘ . 

: T. Sfe Land on the. W® - -, . 
::.lfQ^o 9 siapd foc^eattbe Isael; 
•Laid Admmisnsfion's • updated. 

.* ■ * •" ■ - »/ - 


website (wwwjzunLgov.il). 

The site, which is updated 
monthly, offers information on 
residential industrial, commercial 
and tourist plots, for sale through¬ 
out the co untry 

There are also detailed mops 
available, as well as Land 
Authority decisions regarding 
agricultural properties. 

Ftor an Israeli real estate directo¬ 
ry, surf over to wwwJntemad- 
lanx&m - winch offers compre¬ 
hensive lists of brokers, builders, 
mortgage banks, maps and 
detailed descriptions of homes, 
prices and places. 

Tel Aviv (residential! 

On Rehov David Yellin, a 
three-room, 80-sq.m. apartment 
on the second floor of a 40-year- 
old building was sold for 
5273,000. The apartment is 
located in a quiet comer of Kikar 
Ham ed in a, and needs renova¬ 
tions. 

Center (residential) 

In Ramat Hasharon, on Rehov 
Shmoel Hanagid, a four-room 
apartment was sold for $208,000. 
The 100-sq.m, apartment was 
originally priced at $215,000. 

Also in Ramat Hasharon, in 
Savyonei Hasharon, a centrally 
air-conditioned, four-room apart¬ 
ment with a 120-meter sun porch, 
was sold for $392,000. 

In Kfar Sava, on Rehov Sheshet 
Hayaraim, a five-room apartment 
was sold for $230,000. The 165- 
sqjn. apartment includes a sunny 
porch and sunken kitchen. 

Id Petah Dkva. construction 
company immigrant Residences 
is offering five-room. 140-sq.tn.- 
apartments for NIS 850,000, nan- 
indexed, in a 36-residence apsat- 
ment building. 

In Rehovot, on Rehov Pities, a 
five-room apartment with a 
large, sunny porch, was sold for 
$250,000. 

. Haifa (residential) 

•‘. In.the OW Romeroa neighboc- 
hood, a five-bedroom apartment 
‘ with two small porches was sold 
for $265,000. The 117-sqjn. 
apartrnenthas a 9fVsqjn. yard and 
jTpiivate parking space. 

’•.Oh Rehov Hanita, a 3.5-room, 
"90-sqjnl apartment was sold for 
$127,000. The apartment requires 
renovations and had an asking 
price'of $160,000. 


When the market is all bull 

Considering that election seasons are usually fraught with the kind of uncertainty which is 
anathema to investors, the TASE’s recent rally may have some sinister explanations 
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MARKET WATCH 


Nineteen-ninety-eight was a 
nerve-wracking year for investors 
in Israeli stocks. After hitting an 
all-time high in mid-August the 
Tel Aviv Stock Exchange under¬ 
went a serious weight loss thera¬ 
py just days later, triggered by 
global financial woes. 

Still, the bourse has of late 
miraculously recovered, even 
peaking to surpass its mark at the 
end of ’97. 

Apparently, tfais is no coinci¬ 
dence, though the causes for this 
resurgence are not necessarily 
those a conservative investor 
would embrace. 

A close look at recent events 
suggests that some of the most 
powerful players active in the 
market had good reasons to help 
push its prices upwards. 

Only two months ago the pic¬ 
ture was completely different 
The Maof 25 Index, which had 
gained more than 100 percent in 
less than four years, lost some 
37% of its value between mid- 
August and mid-October in the 
wake of growing uncertainty 
abroad and foreign investors' sub¬ 
sequent retreat from Israeli hold¬ 
ings, a trend which also triggered 
the shekel's depreciation in 
October. 

Despite that, in less than two 
months the market has rebound¬ 
ed, gaining some 20%. although 
no major economic breakthrough 
was recorded. 

The only objective fact that 
would support the positive trend 
is news coming from bullish Wall 
Street. 

But. as some market sources 
note, the rally in Wall Street is 
also wonying, since expectations 
are rife for a cataclysmic correc¬ 
tion that would put an end to this 
decade's phenomenal bull market 
in New York. In that event, TASE 
investors are likely to learn, yet 
again that when America sneezes 
lei Aviv catches the flu. 

Meanwhile, a number of factors 
should have depressed the local 
market 
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Against the backdrop of the lat¬ 
est political developments, the 
resignation of Finance Minister 
Ya’acov Neeman and the govern¬ 
ment’s looming failure to pass the 
1999 budget, investors were 
expected to either reduce their 
stock holdings or wait on the 
sidelines as developments unfold. 

Taking into consideration that 
pre-election periods are usually 
fraught with the kind of uncer¬ 
tainty which is anathema to 
investors, the recent rally has no 
logical explanation. In addition, a 
government in transition is not 
expected to take urgent steps 
aimed at tackling economic chal¬ 
lenges. Moreover, a coalition that 
wishes to get reelected tends to 
generate an era of good feeling 
through so-called elections eco¬ 
nomics, i.e. suddenly increased 
public spending. 

But the outlook for the local 
economy is gloomy for several 
reasons. The local gross domestic 
product (GDP) grew by only 
1.5% this year, representing a 
negative per-capita growth of 
some 1%. Forecasts for 1999 are 
an increase of only 2.5%, accord¬ 
ing to the Treasury - whose pre¬ 
dictions have repeatedly proved 
overly optimistic in recent years. 

Moreover, the shekel’s recent 
loss of altitude is expected to 
result in sharply increased 
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showing positive, real-term 
returns. 

A veteran portfolio manager 
told me this week there is no 
doubt that the recent rise is com¬ 
pletely artificial and suggested 
that institutional investors are 
doing their best to improve their 
appearance. 

A close look at the graph of the 
Maof index supports his assump¬ 
tion. 

The market's rebound came in 
two waves. The first started on 
October 13 and came to a tempo¬ 
rary halt at the beginning of 
November, after the Bank of 
Israel announced a sudden 2% 
increase in interest rates. 

The second wave started just a 
few days later, on November 16. a 
mere two trading days after the 
central bank raised rates by 
another 2% in a surprise move 
aimed at stemming the shekel's 
decline. 

Now it can be argued of course 
that the enthusiastic reaction to a 
4% rise in interest rates in less 
than two weeks demonstrates 
investors’ satisfaction with the 
central bank's resolve to keep the 
economy on course. 

Yet that's a bit odd. considering 
stock markets’ tendency to react 
unfavorably to sharp rate hikes, 
which ordinarily raise the attrac¬ 
tiveness of bond alternatives to 


finance expenses for many Israeli 
companies who took foreign-cur¬ 
rency-linked loans. Such compa¬ 
nies are likely to report reduced 
earnings. 

Analysts note that the impact of 
the shekel’s decline must ulti¬ 
mately become apparent, albeit 
only once companies start pub¬ 
lishing their fourth-quarter earn¬ 
ings next-year. In addition, the 
hanking sector, which comprises 
a large portion of the Maof Index, 
is also expected to suffer from 
higher provisions for doubtful 
debts, in the wake of the shekel's 
travails. 

The TASE’s conspicuous recov¬ 
ery, therefore, seems to be less a 
reflection of great expectations 
for a major economic recovery 
and more a case of aggressive 
window dressing on behalf of 
large mutual funds and portfolio 
managers scrambling to display 
good-looking returns even in the 
midst of a turbulent landscape. 

The Maof 25 index is currently 
3.4% higher than it was at the end 
of last year, while the Tel Aviv 
100 index has gained 4.6%. It 
should be noted, however, that 
with annual inflation of some 
8.5%-9% in 1998, stock prices 
present a negative annual return 
in real terms. Yet if the current 
trend continues, then who knows, 
fund managers may even end up 


Online shopping reaches crossroads 

Even traditional retailers like Compaq and Apple are beginning to take orders in cyberspace, often at substantial discounts 
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NEW YORX - As in any holi¬ 
day season in recent years, much 
is being said these days through¬ 
out the developed world about 
shopping on the Internet. 

From books to Beanie Babies, 
vitamins to Viagra, shoppers can 
probably find it on the Web. So- 
called “porta!'' sites like 
Netscape and Excite are teaming 
up with retailers to form online 
malls. 

Sales have been doubling every 
year for the Iasi two years, and 
are expected to reach tens of bil¬ 
lions of dollars this year. 

“This may well be the year that 
online shopping reaches critical 
mass” said Jack Staff, chief 
economist for Zona Research, a 
marketing consulting company 
based in San Francisco. But 
whatever success other retailers 
have pushing products on the 
Web, computers continue to be 
the benchmark, the “real deal." 
Staff said. 

Depending on how you're 
- counting, personal computers, 
peripherals and software still 
account for substantially over 
half the value of all sales on the 
Internet. 

Build-to-order vendors like 
• Gateway have seen an increasing 
fraction of their business shift 
from phone orders to automated 
“shopping cart" purchases 
online. So have catalog compa¬ 
nies like Tiger Direct and PC 
Mall. 

And even the more traditional 
retailers, like Compaq and Apple, 
are beginning to take orders in 
cyberspace, often at substantial 
discounts over list price for dis¬ 
continued items, overstocks and 
refurbished gear that you can’t 
frad : anywhere else. 

Intense competition is the rule, 
not the exception. 

BUT while the Internet brings 
unparalleled resources to the 
home-computer buyer, thanks to 
the many freebie corporate sites 
that front for computer publica¬ 
tions. It also brings several prob¬ 
lems. 

The biggest is that shopping 
skills honed in brick and mortar 
stores • doh’t translate well to 




iv u'.iy, 







“If ybn goinro a cheesy store in 
a n^li,;yoii 'see disorderly invert- 
Jwy and surly salespeople, and 


you know to beware. But with a 
flashy site, cheesebalLcom can 
look respectable," said Forrester 
Research's Maria LaTour 
Kadison. 

The other problem on the Web 
is that an uncertain relationship 
exists between advertising and 
content, one that can be less than 
obvious. 

AI1 sorts of alliances and reim¬ 
bursements are embedded in Web 
pages and links, not all of them 
as obvious as advertising in a 
newspaper. 

If portals tike Yahoo! are the 
shopping malls of cyberspace, 
limiting your shopping to one 
such site is a lot like shopping at 
just one mall; there may be better 
values elsewhere, maybe even in 
a little shop tucked away on the 
electronic equivalent of a side 
street 

Not surprisingly, in this new 
frontier cyberspace shoppers 
have to watch out for fraud. 
According to the the National 
Fraud Information Center 
(www.firaud.oig), so-called Web 
auctions are rife with fraud; con¬ 
sumers who “win’' a computer or 
other merchandise in bidding 
often don’t receive the merchan¬ 
dise. Sales between individuals 
via Web classifieds also have 
been a problem, the organization 
says. 

Interestingly enough, the one 
thing that makes most people 
nervous about cybershopping - 


sending a credit card number 
over the Net - apparently isn’t a 
problem. 

The center “has not received a 
single complaint of someone’s 
credit card number being stolen 
while it was being transmitted to 
a legitimate merchant,” a 
spokesman for the group said 
recently. 

Thus, if you follow some basic 
advice, your odds of being 
scammed are minimal. 

START your online shopping 
adventure by learning as much as 
you can abont the merchandise 
that interests you. 

That means studying the Big 
Four. CNET, a Web site with 
scads of original reporting; Ziff- 
Davis (which publishes PC 
Magazine, Family PC, Mac- 
Week); CMP Publications (which 
publishes Windows Magazine 
and Information Week); and IDG 
Publications (which publishes 
PC World and InfoWorld). 

While the comparison reviews 
are objective and useful for pick¬ 
ing out the type of system or 
hardware you want, the actual 
vendor lists supplied aren't nec¬ 
essarily the last word on the sub¬ 
ject, since the selections may be 
skewed by advertising considera¬ 
tions. 

CNFT's site is concise and 
useful for beginners (it’s at 
www.coraputers.com/7st.cnJIard 
ware.more.co). 


Hardware is organized geneti¬ 
cally (desktop, notebooks, scan¬ 
ners, digital cameras, modems, 
etc.). There’s also a solid lead-in 
describing how, for example, a 
modem works, the latest trends 
and links to a series of reviews 
and ratings of individual prod¬ 
ucts. 

The individnal products in turn 
are linked to specific online mer¬ 
chant sites and prices; Good 
deals become “Editor’s Choices," 
and in many cases you can set 
criteria to filter out products that 
are too expensive or that don’t 
meet your needs. 

CMP’s Tech Shopper (at 
www.techweb.com/shopper) fol¬ 
lows a similar format, pulling 
together reviews and news, from 
CMP’s stable of publications.. 

While some price comparisons 
among outlets are available, 
CMP has a marketing agreement 
with NECX, one of the Web’s 
biggest online sales outfits, and 
steers its users there (at necxdi- 
rectnecx.com:80). 

This is less obnoxious than it 
sounds, since CMP’s biggest 
competitor, Ziff-Davis, rates 
NECX as the Internet’s top 
direct-sales site. 

CMP also offers classified ads 
for computers at www.classi- 
fieds2000.com. 

The killer site for serious shop- 
pens is Computer Shopper.com, 
at www.zdnet.com/computer- 
shopper/index.html, the online 


offshoot of Ziff-Davis’ weighty 
monthly digest of ads from virtu¬ 
ally every mail-order computer 
company in the US. 

For the truly undecided. 
Computer Shopper has an excel¬ 
lent interactive guide that gives the 
user a form to fill out, describing 
your typical uses for a computer. 

The “wizard” then tells you 
when kind of computer you should 
buy and also gives a list of typical 
systems in your price range. 

Caveat empton As in computer 
magazines, there are some real 
hole-in-the-wall computer manu¬ 
factures listed. 

All it takes to go into the com¬ 
puter manufacturing business is a 
crate of parte from Taiwan, and 
the lower the prices you see, the 
more careful you should be about 
checking out the company. 

Finally, among the review sites 
is IDG’s PCWorld Online, more 
suited to.the professional busi¬ 
ness user than the casual home 
computerist 

Check out the PC World’s Top 
400 Products and interactive buy¬ 
ing guide. You’ll get manufactur¬ 
ers and model numbers, but if 
you want vendor names and price 
quotes, you’ll have to pay for 
them. 

Another good source of infor¬ 
mation - and in some cases actu¬ 
al product - are manufacturers’ 
sites, particularly those of the 
bigger vendors; who in recent 
years have begun selling direct to 


the consumer. 

Compaq At Home (located at 
athome.compaq.com/store/index. 
asp) offers custom configuration 
of selected Presario models, and 
the prices are worth comparing to 
those you would pay at a retail 
store. 

There’s also a “factory outlet" 
where returned and refurbished 
merchandise is available at a 
steep discount with full manufac¬ 
turer's warranty. 

At $529 (within the US), a 
Presario 4550, with an AMD K-6 
233, looked like a pretty good 
deal for a second computer. 

Besides Compaq, other manu¬ 
facturers’ online stores worth 
checking out include: 

• The Apple Store at 
www.apple.com, which is also 
offering a finance plan ($29.95 
per month) for the hot new iMac. 

• Packard Bell/NEC at ww.pcfac- 
toryoutlet com/homepage.asp, 
which even has a mailing list for 
particularly hot deals. 

• IBM at www.ibm.com/Shop. 
•Traditional mail-order vendors, 
including Gateway at www.gaie- 
way.com; Dell at www.dell.com. 
Micron at www.micron.com and 
Midwest Micro at www.mwmi- 
cro.com. 

One of the neater things you’ll 
find among these vendors is the 
so-called “roll your own" page: 
You pick out a basic computer 
model, then modify the standard 
equipment by adding, say, more 
memory and a bigger monitor 
and omitting the modem. You 
then get an immediate update on 
the price of this custom system, 
which is then built to order in a 
couple of weeks. 

Finally, for the real cornucopia 
of products, check out the online 
superstores. 

Most are outgrowths of catalog 
operations, and you'll usually 
find more product detail in their 
catalogs, which you can order via 
the Web site: 

• NECX at www.necx.com - PC 
Mall (www.cc-inc.com/- 
horae.asp) 

• Tiger Direct (www.tigerdi- 
rect.com) 

• Mac Connection (www.mac- 
connection.com) 

• CDW (www.cdw.com) 

• Outpostcom 

(www.outposl.com) 

• BuyComp 

(www.buycomp.cora) 

• PC Zone (www.zones.com) 
(Note: Some of these have com¬ 
panion sites dedicated to 
Macintosh users.) (Newsday) 


shares while casting shadows 
over publicly-traded firms' ability 
to perform as they would under 
more monetarily lax conditions. 

The fact that the market started 
rising when it did suggests that 
those who wanted to see stock 
prices go up realized that the sec¬ 
ond rate hike will stop the 
shekel’s fall and restore stability 
to the market, thus allowing them 
to momentarily manipulate prices 
with the lower risk of extending 
losses. 

Against a backdrop of low 
turnovers and limited foreign- 
investor activity, the scene was 
abandoned to those who wished 
to see higher stock prices . 

The window dressing phenome¬ 
non, which is not new to Tel 
Aviv's trading floors and takes 
place also in other stock markets 
around the world, was further 
intensified this year with the 
introduction of the 11th 
Amendment to the Coordination 
Law. 

The new amendment, which 
becomes effective January I, was 
designed to abolish a loophole in 
corporate-tax legislation. 

In the past, investment compa¬ 
nies that had publicly traded sub¬ 
sidiaries did not have to pay taxes 
on capital gains. 

Starting next year companies 
holding a controlling stake of 
more than 10% in publicly traded 
companies will be taxed should 
their subsidiaries* shares appreci¬ 
ate. 

Such interested parties are 
therefore doing everything they 
can to raise their holdings' value 
before the law comes into power, 
while also handing out generous 
dividends, increasing holdings 
and promising to buy back shares. 

Investors, therefore, should not 
be impressed by the sudden gen¬ 
erosity of interested patties. 

Die fact that companies which 
haven’t distributed dividends for 
years suddenly hand out large 
dividends does not necessarily 
indicate that they finally realized 
the importance of satisfying 
investors. 

Indeed, the sudden readiness to 
please investors may very soon 
disappear, maybe even as soon as 
next week. 


Alwaleed, 
Mediaset, 
News Corp. 
delay Kirch 
takeover talks 


MILAN - Mediaset SpA, 
Italy’s largest commercial televi¬ 
sion company, said it doesn't 
expect to resume negotiations 
with News Corp. Europe and 
Saudi investor Prince Alwaleed 
Bin Talal about investing in 
Germany’s Kirch Group until the 
New Year. 

A report in the Turin daily La 
Stampa said that the four-sided 
talks, aimed at finalizing the 
terms under which Mediaset, 
News Corp. and Alwaleed will 
buy stakes in Taurus, Kirch’s 
media holding company, would 
take place in Milan today. 

“Senior executives will not be 
seeing each other during the hol¬ 
iday period,” a Mediaset 
spokesman said, without ruling 
out the possibility of lower-level 
encounters. 

The spokesman said talks at a 
senior level would restart after 
January 6. 

The prospective alliance, which 
was first reported in Germany’s 
Focus magazine over this past 
weekend, comes after News 
Corp. Europe, the European arm 
of the world’s fifth largest media 
company, agreed to purchase up 
to 80 percent of Telecom Italia 
SpA’s unprofitable Stream pay- 
lelevision unit, forming the core 
of a second digital platform in 
Italy. 

Mediaset said two parallel sets 
of talks were proceeding at the 
same time. 

One concerns an investment in 
Kirch, Germany’s second-largest 
media company, by the other 
three companies, the other an 
industrial alliance sealed by a 
share swap between Kirch and 
Mediaset 

La Stampa yesterday morning 
reported that Taurus, which mil 
hold the rights to more than 
15,000 movies, 60,000 hours of 
programming, as well a$ broad¬ 
cast rights for the soccer World 
Cups m 2002 and 2006. may 
serve as the core of what could 
become a European pay-televi¬ 
sion network. 

La Stampa said News Corp. 
may invest as much as $1 billion, 
Alwaleed will invest about $400 
million, while Mediaset will 
swap about 13 percent of its 
shares, a stake worth more than 
SI.lb. 

Mediaset shares rose 142 lire to 
13,100 in a rising market 

(Bloomberg) 
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..70.75 
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VaftwPreigN . 


-86375 

-59.25 

-78.875 

...71.75 
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-551.825 

— .—445625 

-19.75 

-37-6875 

-38.125 

— _3W375 

-.26.4375 

...60.875 

-52.3125 

---22.5 
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_1299 
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_541 

_2026 
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_1648 
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_770 

_285 
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_1171 
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- 481 

—. -26675 

-3350 

-667 
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-991 -12 

-679 -17 .... 
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_230 -A - 

-3S.7 *15 ‘ 

.-471 *9 

-361.1 .13.4 

-284 +20 


_.790 -18 


FRANKFURT 


Bayer- 

Damler-Bera. 


Tel Aviv shares data 
supplied by Pacific 
Mediterranean Investments, 
*A Tel. 09-958-5873^11 other 
i data supplied by 
Commstock Trading Ltd., 
Tel. 02-624-4963.Due to 
technical failures data may 
be inaccurate.The 
Jerusalem Post will not be 
held responsible for the 
consequences of any 
transaction made on the 
basis of these data. 

Readers who wish to report 
missing or misquoted data 
should do so on postcards 
only, addressed to 
Jerusalem Post Business 
Desk, P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 
91000 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Last Change 

SaliBadwiii)-.45788 0 

U S. DoBor (IJ-4.181 0 

Bnwi Pound [1>-7.0074 0 

Dnrasch Marti (!)-2.4923 0 

French Rare (i)-0.7434 a 

Japanese Vbn nooj-_3,558 0 

Swiss Franc (ti-10581 0 

Canadian Dollar (1)_16948 0 

tetan Ura (IDOCn_Z5172 0 

JortafiBrftnfir(T)....__5JBBS2 0 


NEW YORK MARKET INDEXES 


DJhCtetrub_ 

DJ Transport...__ 

DJUUs _ 

DJ Comp __ 

NYSEiretestr_I 

NYSEHanapoa.._„ 

NYSE Comp_ 

54P in_ 

SSPSpoUndot_ 

Israel Index____ 


Last 

-822675 

-304083 

--31127 

-385685 

-.733.6 

-—..46523 

..56501 

-608JJ1 

-1225.49 

.—29032 


OTHER MARKET INDEXES 


Last Change 

FIRE 100 -58672 0 

Tokyo WUol-137D6.7 0 

Smgapore aB-share hte_382.01 0 

Hong Kong Hang Seng mta .102922 0 

Israel Irate---29002 +088 

Pan* CAC 40-3873 1 +068 

□AX_ 4951.77 0 

Madrid__ .86341 0 

Swiss Market Index_72505 +94.7 

Sydney-3764 Q 

Mian— ...1441 1 0 


DOLLAR CROSSRATES (US) 


Point spot. 

Last 

- -1:6762 
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+00030 

Uailture (CMEl_ 
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Mgr lutura (CME)_ 

-1.672a 

-1.6765 

*0.0020 
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■00016 
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CenDfe- spot —..1.5517 

+3.9&O05 

+00011 

AusDJr spot_ 

-0.6073 

-0003 

Mar.Uure [CMEl_ 

— -0.6075 

-a.0011 
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1.B887 

■0.0019 

AuCWffSpa__ 

Rant spa. 

ECU. spot_ 

-..-11.0027 
OS I 

_i.me 

+0.0303 

+OD1 

-0.002 


US COMMODITIES 


Cocoa (Mar) (CECi_ 

Coffee 1 Mar I iCECl_ 

Whea (Mar) (CBOT1_ 

Soybean (Jan) (CBuT) — 

^bOI* 0 

Bonds Irar.heuie _ 

S and P Maiknwe .. .... 


Last Change 

-1395 +4 

-.—115.1 +1 

-.2825 -0.2S 

—.54125 >4.75 

-1067 +1A 

-11 £7 0 

.-12703 +25 

-1234 -Sir 


| LONDON COMMODITIES | 

Cocoa (MarHLCE)__ 

Codes (Mar) ILCE)_ 

Sugar (Mar) iLCE). ... 
Brert crude 06 IMar^FE) 

Las 

.90? 

-.1600 

-236.5 

-1015 

Change 

+10 

+1.7 

-14 

| SPOT MARKET METALS (US) | 


LB9 

Change 

Slwr spot.. ._ _ 

-4.83 

+0.02 

| NEW YORK METAL FUTURES | 


Last 

Change 

GoHfftDj... 

-287.6 

+0.3 

SOwrfMaO_ 

-4.935 

+0 005 

PlaBfwm (Jan)-- 

-347.7 

+4 

PaBadufi) (Uai)__ 

-3112 

+9.65 

rtgh-yade rapper fMer)_ 

-0.668 

+0405 

1 LONDON METAL FIXES | 

' * 

Last 

Change 

GoU AM dx ..... _ 

GoUPMfb.. _ 

-286*5 

_265.8 

-1.05 

+0 


Shat fix....450-5 +1.5 

Mottih in parentheses sipete contract am data 
(ton market kfings are horn apnsbnaraly 
2330 ferad ttma. Afl tfhera are cteinj nuofflal 

SOURCE: S4P COMSTOCK (DOTE 26-DEC-BB) 


Foreign firancial data courtesy of 

CommStock trading Ltd. 

^^■1 Futures, Options, 
Srocb. Bonds 
and Mutual Funds 


34 Ben Yehuda St, Jerusalem 


http^/www.commstock-co.il 


Pacific Mediterranean 
Capital Markets Group 

• Slock broking 

• Equity research 

• Money management 

• Corporate finance 

Tel. : 972-9-9585877 

Telefax : 972-9-9585896 

E-Mail : rneiras@trendline.co.il 

Contact : Elan Levi 


ISRAEL MONEY MARKETS 


Patah (foreign currency deposit rates) 


Currency (deposit for) 3 MONTHS 
U S. dollar ($250,000) 4.770 

Pound sterling (£100,000) 5-550 

German mark (DM 200,000) 2.TB0 

Swiss franc (SF 200,000) 0.060 

Yen (10 million yen) — 


6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 
4.800 5.060 

5.540 5.620 

2.280 2.700 

0.190 0.560 ■ 


(Rates vary higher or lower than indicated according to deposit) 

Shekel Foreign Exchange Rates* (28.12.98) 



CHECKS AND 





TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Rep. 


Buy 

Sen 

Buy 

SeU 

Rates 4 * 

Currency basket 

4.5392 

4.6125 

— 

—« 

. 43686 

OS. dollar 

4.1471 

42149 

437 

4.28 

4.1750 

German mark 

2.4680 

2.5079 

2.42 

235 

2.4827 

Pound sterling 

6.9413 

7.0533 

8.82 

7.16 

63890 

French Iranc 

0.7360 

0.7479 

0.72 

0.76 

0.7404 

Japanese yen (100) 

3.5672 

3.6248 

330 

3.68 

33880 

Dutch florin 

2.1902 

22256 

2.15 

226 

22033 

Swiss franc 

3.0185 

3,0672 

2.96 

3.11 

3.0364 

Swedteh krona 

05132 

03215 

030 

033 

03174 

Nowegbn krone 

03419 

0.5507 

033 

036 

03461 

Danish krone 

0.6486 

02591 

0-63 

0.67 

0.6526 

Rrutishmark 

0.8121 

03252 

0.79 

024 

0.6165 

CanactandoBar 

23745 

2.7177 

Z62 

2.76 

2.6932 

Australian dollar 

23202 

23609 

2.47 

2.60 

23363 

S. African rand 

0.7035 

. 0.7149 

0.63 

0.72 

0.7088 

Belgian franc (10) 

1.1965 

1.2158 

1.17 

124 

12037 

Austrian sshBting (10) 

33077 ' 

33643 

3.44 

3.62 

33296 

Baton Bra (1000) 

2.4022 

23324 

2.44 

237 

25068 

Jordanian dinar 

5.8245 

53185 

5.72 

8.14 

53868 

Egyptian pound 

— 

— 

1.17 

127 

12629 

ECU- . _ . 

43481 

43263 

— 

— 

4.8785 

Irish punt 

6.1210 

6.2198 

6.01 

631 

6.1623 

Spanish peseta (100) 

23000 

23488 

2.85 

239 

29179 

."These rates vary according to bank. **Bank of Israel. 


TASE declines led by Super-Sol 


Tel Aviv 


Stocks fell yesterday, led by 
Super-Sol. the country's biggest 
supermarket chain, which see¬ 
sawed after the company 
announced a subsidiary would 
purchase up to 5 percent of its 
shares. 

The Maof Index of the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange's 25 largest com¬ 
panies fell 1.13% to 310.14, after 
dropping 0.14% on Sunday. 

Super-Soi fell 4.1 S% to NIS 
10.55 afLer rising 7.31% on 
Sunday. The supermarket chain 
said a wholly owned subsidiary. 
Hevrat Hanechasim Shel Supersol 
B.M.. would purchase up to 5% of 
Super-Sol's outstanding shares. 

Bezeq fell 1.75% to NIS 12.90. 
The national telephone company's 
work force staged a work slow¬ 
down, refusing to perform all but 
the most crucial repairs and cur¬ 
tailed services to business cus¬ 
tomers. The labor action is meant 
to protest a government commis¬ 
sion's recommendation that 
Bezeq increase its rates, which the 
company says will put it at a cora- 
petirive disadvantage. 

Africa-Israel Investments fell 
1.64% to NIS 180. The real estate 
and construction company's 
chairman. Lev Leviev, boosted his 
stake by 5 percentage points to 
51.6% of the company, exercising 
options received when he origi¬ 
nally bought a stake in the compa¬ 
ny from Bank Leumi. Leumi, 
Israel's second-biggest bank, fell 
131% to NIS 5.88, 

Clal Israel fell 1.82% to NIS 
96.90. The holding company, 
whose interests include financial 
services and building, were val¬ 
ued by an Israeli academic at 


between NIS 4.1 billion and NIS 
4.5b., 30% higher than its market 
value. The company was valued in 
order to facilitate a transaction 
with Bank Hapoalim that will 
give Israel’s biggest bank a 20% 
stake in Clai's insurance sub¬ 
sidiary. Bank Hapoalim fell 
1,68% to NIS 7.6. Clal Insurance 
rose 1.09% to NIS 37. 


STOCKS 



Europe 


European stocks advanced yes¬ 
terday. led by carmakers on hopes 
for more meigers in the indusuy 
after newly merged 
DaimlerChrysler AG said 1998 
profit would exceed last year’s 
figures. 

Nokia Oyj, the world’s No. 1 
mobile phone maker, and Italy's 
Olivetti SpA both jumped to 
records on evidence mobile phone 
sales and subscriptions are surg¬ 
ing. 

The Bloomberg Europe 500 
Index rose for the third day in 
four, adding 0.47 points, or 0.2 
percent, to 199.60 as three stocks 
rose for every decliner. About two 
thirds of the index’s members 
were unchanged. All the bench¬ 
mark indexes in Europe's seven 
biggest stock markets open yes¬ 
terday rose. The UK market was 
closed. 

“There are certainly going to be 
more takeovers among carmakers, 
mainly in Europe," said Yves de 
Vdmorin, who helps manage Si.3 
billion in equities at La Banque 
Privee St. Dominique. “These 
shares are not expensive." 

DaimlerChrysler rose 4.75 
marks to 162.25. leading the 
Bloomberg auto index 1.8% high¬ 
er, the biggest industry gain in 
terms of index points. The world’s 


Maof 310*14 ▼ 1.13% : 
Dow Jones 9226 ▲ 0.1% 
FTSE 58672 ▼ 0.7% 
Nikkei 13709.06 T 0.64% 


No. 5 carmaker said Sunday it 
expects sales rose 13% to $148 
billion in 1998 and profit would 
be “significantly higher" than 
Daimler’s and Chrysler’s 1997 
results. Daimler completed its 
S36b. takeover of Chrysler in 
November. 

“We've always believed that the 
merger made sense and that they 
were being conservative about the 
savings," said Simon McCann, 
who helps manage $7.5b. at 
Tilney & Co. 

Speculation of more mergers in 
the car industry has driven the 
Bloomberg Europe auto index 
5.3% higher in the past four days, 
outstripping the 1.9% advance of 
the Bloomberg 500. 


Asia 


South Korean stocks rose for a 
third day after the government 
said it would inject $1.5 billion 
into five banks to reward them for 
buying weaker rivals. 

The benchmark Kospi index 
rose 7.10, or 1.3 percent, to 


562.46. Kookmin Bank, Koram 
Bank and Shinhan Bank account¬ 
ed for a quarter of the gain, on 
hopes the government foods, 
given in return for their June 
acquisitions* will help offset bad 
loans. 

“The injection is big news.” said 
Hwang Sung Tack, a fond manag¬ 
er at IMM Asset Management Co. 
in Seoul, which manages 80b. 
won ($66 million) of Korean 
stocks. He recommends Shinhan 
Bank and Housing and 
Commercial Bank of Korea. 

Elsewhere, Japan’s Nikkei 225 
average fell 0.6%, led by banks on 
concern profit recovery will be 
slowed by previously unreponed 
bad loans. Taiwan’s TWSE index 
fell 3.0% after the government 
denied it’s setting up a real estate 
fond to buy excess housing units. 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index 
fell 1.2% as interbank lending 
rates rose. 

The five Korean banks receiving 
funds all gained. Kookmin Bank, 
one of Korea's most profitable 
banks, was the most active stock, 
climbing 10% to 9810 won. 
KorAxn Bank rose by the maxi¬ 
mum daily limit of 15% to 
10.150. Housing and Commercial 
Bank of Korea rose 3.7% to 
15,400 won, Shinhan Bank rose 
7.6% to 9200 and Hana Bank rose 
0.7% to 13,300. Unrecoverable 
loans at the five banks totalled 4.9 
trillion ($4b.) at the end of 
September. 

Japan's Nikkei 225 average fell 
88.89 to 13.709.06, the fourth 
decline in five sessions, on con¬ 
cern banks' profit recovery will be 
slowed by previously unreported 
bad loans and a three-month 
decline in bond prices. 

(Bloomberg) 


Wall Street 

Most stocks fell yesterday in 
sleepy holiday-season trading, 
although it was business as usual 
in the red-hot Internet group, 
which drove the Nasdaq market to 
another new high. . 

The Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age barely finished higher, rising 8 
points to 9,226, but extended its 
winning streak to seven sessions. 
The Dow has gained 436 points in 
that time, and now sits 150 points 
from the November 23 record of 
9.374.27. 

Dec liners outnumbered advan¬ 
cers in the lifeless session as many 
investors stayed home for an 
extended holiday break. 

In fact, with just a few days left 
before the close of such a difficult 
year, those who did show up for 
work were playing it cautiously to 
preserve what's shaped up as a 
surprisingly happy ending. 

Less than three months ago, the 
Dow was trading in the 7,000s and 
showing a loss for the year. Now. 
the Dow is up 16.7 percent in 
1998, the S and P 500 is up 26.3% 
and the Nasdaq composite index is 
up 38.8%. 

Internet stocks soared yet again 
amid reports that online holiday 
shopping was even more robust 
than expected 

Declining issues outnumbered 
advancers by a 6-IP-5 margin on 
the New York Stock Exchange, 
with 1,407 up, 1.667 down and 
495 unchanged 

NYSE volume totaled 526.48 
million shares as of 4 p.m„ down 
from 694.40 million at the same 
time on Wednesday. The market 
closed early on Thursday for 
Christmas Eve. (AP) 


Mark falls on expectations for unchanged US rates 


The dollar rose against the 
mark for the fifth day in six amid 
expectations the Federal Reserve 
won't cut US interest rates soon. 

Higher rates in the US than in 
Germany make dollar deposits 
and bonds more attractive than 
those denominated in marks. 

“The spreads between US 
Treasuries and German bonds are 
rising" and that’s supporting the 
dollar, said Craig Larimer, a cur¬ 
rency strategist at First Chicago 
NBD Corp., 

The dollar rose to 1.6830* 
marks from 1.6777 Friday, 
though it’s down 6.5 percent this 


year. It was little changed at 
116.11 yen from 116.22 yen, 
leaving the dollar down 11% for 
the year. 

Supporting the dollar against 
the yen were expectations Japan 
won’t quickly recover from its 
worst recession in a half century. 
A report last week showed the 
country’s unemployment rate 
rose to a post-World War II high 
in November. 

The dollar also was*-little* 
changed-, against .the .European" 
currency unit, leaving the Ecu;ttrl 
$1.1679 from $1.1676. The Ecu 
will convert one-to-one with the 


CURRENCIES 


Dollar 4175 V4i4% - / 

Basket T / . 

.Ste4,W|^: ;r 


euro on January 1. 

The Fed last week revealed that 
it adopted a neutral stance on 
interest rales after slicing the fed¬ 
eral funds rate three times since 
September 29. according to the 
minutes of its November meeting. 
That signals the Fed isn't inclined 
to cut or raise lending rates. 

'There's no reason for further 
US rate cuts at the moment" and 
that's helping the dollar, said 
Didier Pruvost, of Oddo et.Cte. ? 
in Paris. 

Yields on three-month dollar: 
deposits are about 198 basis 
points higher than those on three- 


month mark deposits. That 
spread was as narrow as 160 
basis points in mid-November. 

Meantime, 10-year US 
Treasuries are yielding 88 basis 
points more than Germany's 10- 
year bonds. 

Unchanged rates keep yields on 
dollar deposits and bonds higher 
than those in Germany, boosting 
the appeal of the US currency. 
The Fed's rate-setting Open 

nagefejmgE'ebniaBv. Jtffc 
i tifffejflttg unc hanggfl Jfc 4.7 5% i 
wnenTfjhet on December 22. 

(Bloomberg) 


Oil unchanged despite concern about Iraqi exports 


Crude oil for February delivery 
was little changed yesterday, ris¬ 
ing as much as 14 cents to $11.37 
a barrel on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange on concern 
Iraq could stop exports in May 
under its oil-for-food program. 

Iraq said it would reject an 


extension of the United Nations- 
morutored program that allows the 
country to sell oil to buy food and 
medicine as an exception to eight- 
year-old sanctions. Abbas A1 Holi 
said Baghdad would ask the UN 
staff monitoring the program to 
depart at the end of the program’s 
current phase. 

Still. Iraq is expected to export 
1.8 millions barrels a day, or abour 


COMMODITIES 


Gold $286*25 im) change 
CRB 189.49 A 025% - 


23 percent of world consumption, 
under the current phase of the pro¬ 
gram. which began November 25 
and runs to the end of May 1999. 


Others 


Coffee for March delivery rose 
as much as 0.8 cent to $1,149 a 
pound on the New York Coffee, 


Sugar & Cocoa Exchange. Prices 
could trade little changed as 
traders wait for shipments expect¬ 
ed from Central America. 
Adverse weather delayed growth 
and the harvests of Central 
American crops, including the 
crop from Mexico, the largest 
supplier to the US, though they 
are expected next month. 

(Bloomberg) 


US bonds rise as high yields attract investors 


SOURCE: BANK LEUMI 


US bonds rose for the first time 
in more than a week as yields 
near a one-month high and fore¬ 
casts for low inflation in 1999 
attracted buyers. 

“The inflation outlook is still 
very benign," said Patrick Retzer, 
of Heartland Advisors Inc. in 
Milwaukee. Retzer, who sees the 
benchmark 30-year Treasury 
yield falling to 4 3/4 percent by 
April, has been buying long-term 
Treasuries, along with mortgage- 
backed securities to supplement 
yield. 

The 30-year Treasury bond rose 
17/32 to 101 3/32, pushing its 
yield down 3 basis points to 
5.18%. The yield on two- year 
notes was unchanged at 4.76%. 


VOTE 

Contained from Page 1 

At the time, demands by the 
National Religious Party on can¬ 
celing cuts in senior citizens bene¬ 
fits and giving free education for 
four-year-olds kept the govern- 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem: Super Phann. 5 Burte, 
679-1951; Balsam, Saiah e-Din. 627- 
2315; Shuafet Shuaral Road, 551- 
0108; Dar Aldawa, Herod's Gate, 628- 
2058. 

Tei Aviv: Superphann Gimme), 1 
Ahimeir, Ramat Aviv Gimmal, 641- 
7117; Jabotinsty, 125 Ibn Gvirol, 546- 
2040. 

Ra'anana-Kfar Sava: Hyper Nano, 8 
Haroshet, Industrial Zone, Ra'anana, 
748-3537. 

Netanya: Kupal Holim Maccabi, 15 
Smilansky, 860-5204. 

Haifa: Super Pharm (Lav Hamffratz), 
53 Ha'atzmaut, 051-582D2V, New 
Pharm, 40 Hanita, 052*331013; Hadas, 
53 Ho rev, 826-2673. 

Krayot area; Medina, i Lehmann, 
Kiryat ram, 875-3890. 

Herzftya; New Pharm. Beit Mertiatim, 
6 Mas kit (cnr. Sderot HegaJim), 


There was less trading than 
usual. About $78 million of bills, 
notes, and bonds traded through 
most of the major brokers by 8 
a.m. New York time, according to 
GovPX Inc. a bond pricing ser¬ 
vice. Thai’s 98% below the aver¬ 
age for a Monday in the past 
month. Many traders and 
investors take time off between 
between Christmas and New 
Year’s. 

Bonds yields have risen 20 
basis points in the past week as 
selling in Japanese government 
debt lifted global interest rates. 

That put bond yields at their 
highest level since November 24. 
What’s more, the Federal Reserve 
said it isn't inclined to ent interest 


mem from putting the legislation 
to a vote. The demands were part 
of the NRP's political pressure on 
the government to postpone con¬ 
tinuing territorial concessions 
under the Wye accord. 

The party said yesterday it 
decided to support the legislation 
after receiving assurances on 

Herzliya Pituah, 954-9903. Open 9 

a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Upper Nazareth: New Pharm. Lev 
Hair Mall, 657-0468. Open 9 am. to 10 
pjn. 

DUTY HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem: Bikur Holim (Internal, 
obstetrics); Shaare Zedek (surgery, 
orthopedics, pediatrics, ENTi; 
Hadasseh Bn Kerem (ophthalmology). 
Tei Aviv. Tei Aviv Meocal Center Dana 
Pediatric Hospital (pediatrics); Tel Aviv 
Medical Center (internal, surgery). 
Netanya: Laniado. 

POLICE 100 

FIRE 102 

FIRST AID 101 

Hagen David Adorn 

In emergencies dial 101 rn most parts 

of the country. In addition; 

AEfatotr 8551333 War $ 9 *’ 9902222 

AshkeJon 6SS1332 Nshanya - S912333 

BawshBfaa* G2747S7 Nettnya* 8604444 

Beil Shemesh 6523133 Petah Tfcva' 
0317111 

Dan Region" 5733333 Rehouor 9451333 

Bat" 6332444 Rfchon" 9843333 

Haifa' 8512233 Sated 6P20333 


BONDS 



US.30-year T-blll yield 
5.18 t: 0.©3 v 


rates further, after lowering its 
target for overnight loans 
between banks 75 basis points 
this year. 

Still, the low rate of inflation in 
the LIS makes Treasuries attrac¬ 
tive, analysts said. Consnmer 


meeting its demands in the bill’s 
second and third readings. 

The more controversial elements 
of the bill are to update National 
Insurance Institute payments only 
once a year, to cancel senior citi¬ 
zen discounts on municipal taxes 
(amona), a freeze in the imple¬ 
mentation of the Public Housing 


Jerusalem 1 6523133 
Karmfer 9985444 


Tel AvIV 5460111 
Tiberias' 6792444 


'Mobile Intensive Cana Unit (MICU) 
service In the area, around the dock. 

Help line for Engtish-speakere - 
Confidential hot-line counseEng and 
referrals for all ages, all problems. 
Mi Lev Center for Crisis Counseling. 
(02) 654-1111,1-800-654-111. 

Medical help for tourists (In English) 
177-022-9110. 

The National Poison Control Center 
at Rambam Hospital 04-852-9205, 24 
hours a day, lor information In case of 
poisoning. 

Eran - Emotional First Aid - 1201, 
also Jerusalem 02-561-0303 (Arabia 
563-0301); Tel Aviv 03-546-1111 (chil¬ 
dren/youth 546-0739); Riston Lezion 
03-956-6861/2; Haifa 04-807-2222 
(Arabia 867-2226); Beersheba 07-649- 
4333; Netanya 09-862-5110; Karmlel 
04-988-8770 (Arabic; 958-3444); War 
Sava 09-767-4555; Hadera 06-634- 
6789; Nazareth (Arabia 06-6454222). 

Crisis Center for Religious Women 
02-655-5744/5.24-hour service, confi- 


prices rose 1.5% in the 12 months 
through November, on track tbis 
year to post its smallest gain in 12 
years. 

“The good news is the contin¬ 
ued utterly benign inflation out¬ 
look,” which will help bonds hold 
their value, said Patrick Dimick, 
an analyst at Warburg Dillon 
Read in Stamford, Connecticut. 
Inflation erodes a bond’s value. 

Meantime, the first federal bud¬ 
get surplus in almost three 
decades in the year that ended 
September 30 means the govern¬ 
ment won’t need to sell as much 
debt to pay its bills. That's anoth¬ 
er plus for Treasuries because 
investors will be competing for 
fewer securities. 


Law, and cuts in educational pro¬ 
grams and benefits for develop¬ 
ment towns. 

Labor MK Avraham Shohat 
called on Sheetrit to sit down with 
the opposition and reach a com¬ 
promise on the legislation. 

“The legislation has been sub¬ 
mitted and withdrawn five times," 


Wi^l^i^ n tofbattered women 
02-651-4111, 03-546-1133. 07-637- 
6310,08-855-0506. 

Rape Crisis Center (24 hours), Tel 
Aviv 523-4819, 544-9191 (men), 
Jerusalem 625-5558, Haifa 8534533, 
Eilat 633-1977. 

Hadassah Medical Organization - 
Israel Cancer Association support ser¬ 
vice, 02-624-7676. 

Flight arrivals - for information in 
English 03-972-3344. 


WHERE TO GO 


Notices In this feature are charged 
at NIS 28.08 per line, including VAT. 
Insertion every day of the month 
costs NIS 520.65 per line, including 
VAT, per month. 

JERUSALEM 
Conducted Tours 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY. Tours of the 
Mount Scopus campus, in English, 


The Treasury Department 
already cut its monthly two-year 
sale, set for today, by $1 billion to 
$15 billion. 

Still, this particular sale might 
not draw as much bidding because 
so many investors are off during 
this holiday period. The bond mar¬ 
ket is scheduled to close early on 
Thursday and remain closed 
Friday for New Year's Day. 

“When you get into these holi¬ 
day-shortened weeks, it always 
has the potential to draw less 
demand," said Steve Wood, econ¬ 
omist at NationsBanc 
Montgomery Securities LLC. 

In pre-auction trading, the 
note's yield rose 4 basis points to 
4.73%. (Bloomberg) 


he said. ‘This shows just what the 
government is capable of." 

Gesher leader David Levy, 
whose four MKs opposed the bill, 
said the result was another indica¬ 
tion of the “fact that the govern¬ 
ment has not been able to function 
since Gesher’s departure" and its 
failure to advance social causes. 


daily Sun.-Thur., 11 a.m. from 
Bronfman Recaption Center, Sherman 
Administration Bldg. Buses 4a, 9.23, 
26,28. For info, call (02) 588-2819. 
HADASSAH. Visit the Hadassah 
installations, Chagall Windows. Tel. 

(02) 641-6333, (02) 677-6271. 

TEL AVIV 
Museums 

TEL AVIV MUSEUM OF ART. Ninety 
Years of Israeli Art - selection from the 
Joseph Hadaney-Israel Phoenix 
Collection. Hedva Ser-tapestries pro¬ 
duced in the Aubusson workshops. 
Plastic Times - Plastic + Design. Jozef 
Israels, paintings; Isaac Israels; 
Chronicler of Lite. From the Cabinet of 
Curiosities to Virtual Reality; The 
Museum - Past, Present and Future. 
“A Point of View" - children's exhibi¬ 
tion. Collections. HELENA RUBIN¬ 
STEIN PAVILION FOR CONTEMPO¬ 
RARY ART 10 a.m.-6 pmTue. 10 
am-10 pm. Fri.. SaL 10 am.-2 p.m. 
Meyerhof? Art Education Center, Tel. 
(03)691-9155/8. 
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GALILEE_ _ 

/ NES AMhQN Kibbutz Hotel -This uniquely European village in the Galilee, offers Hostel? 
[ Hotel and apartment situated in beautiful botanical gardens. Defroous tosher food. Book 
\^one ot our "Classical weekend musical packages”! Teh 04-995 0099, Fag 04-995 0098.^ 

GALILEE-UPPER_ 

/* KIBBUTZ HOTEL KFAR GILADf -180 air-conditioned rooms, all with shower, batfT 
I telephone, radio, and TV, kosher cuisine, outdoor & indoor heated swimming pools, 
l sport & health dub. Teh 06-69Q QQQ0, Fax: 06-690 OOffl. 


AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS, near the sources of the Jordan. and the Golan Heights. 
Tel: 06-694 3012, Fax: 052-628 400. Tel: 06-694 1274, Fax: 052-625 84. 
Tefc 06-694 4767. Fax: 052-817 719. 


G OLAN HEIGHTS _ 

/HOTEL GOLSHE HAHERMDN - Sagron Family Neve Ativ - 06-696 1531, 

I 050-246 540. The closest place to the ski resort, with all conveniences, comfortable 
l. atmosphere and full Israeli breakfast Special package deal during the ski season. 

J ERUSALEM _ 

/ADDAR SUITE HOTB- - New luxurious suite hotel, located in the heart of Jerusalem' 
[ Each suite has its awn balcony, satellite television, two telephone extensions, 

V equipped kitchenette, Jaaczi bathroom. Teh 02-6263111 Fax:02-6260781 


ALON HOLIDAY APARTMENTS - new 5 star studios, in the very center ol 
Jerusalem, air conditioned, kitchenette, private telephone, top design, completely 
refurbished. Tefc 02-625-0002, Fax: 02-625-0008. E-mail: alonOo-niv.com 


LEV YERUSHALAYlM HOTEL - centrally located on Kina George Street, suites 
available one or 2 bedrooms plus living room, kitchenette, dining area, sleeps up to 
six very competitive rates Glatt Kosher restaurants health club sauna & Jacuzzi Tab 
02-58© 1891 or 571-1866, Ftoc 02-586-4372, e-mail kaptenyo@ntemet-zahav net 


MOUNT ZION HOTEL - next to Old City, family plan; Restaurants, Coffeeshop, Bar; 
Haaftfxtiub; aU large Citadel rms face Old City- WOW! Internet wwwjmcuntzfonjcoJ 
Teh 02-568 9555, Far 02-673 1425, e-matfc hotef@mountzron.coj 


TIMES SQUARE RESIDENCE - On Jabotinsky Street, near the major hotels. 
Luxurious apartments. 2 and 5 rooms, fully equipped, kosher kitchens. 

Teh 02-561-1236, Far 02-561-1235 


RAMOT 2. PRIVATE. Pleasant, fully furnished 2-room apartment w/garden. (Linens 
provided). Country setting. Magnificent forest view. Convenient transportation. 
Affordable daily/weekly price. Tel: 02-586 5573, e-mail: rosie9shanl.net 


J ORDAN VALLEY _ 

/ARKS NOFESH KIBBUTZ AFIKIM - Vacation apartments & rooms. Kosher cuisine?' 
I 3 minutes from the Kinneret. Special offer for November: Sun-Thurs: 95 NI8, 
V Weekend; 120 NIS. Prices per person per room Tet 06-8754150/1 Far 06-6754151 


N ETANYA _ 

f H1ZPE YAM HOTEL - situated on the Mediteranean. 35 roams all with baths, toilets, air- 
I conditioned, telephone, TV, video & radio in every room, dfreng room, kosher, intimate 
V bar, elevator, sun terrace on the roof, parking, family atmosphere. Tel/Far 09-862 3730. 


S POT YAM-CAESAREA _ 

f KEF YAM - Mediterranean Tourism offers a dream vacation which includes: Holiday 
I apts.. private beach, glass bottom boat, archaeology, tornado boat. Call for 
V reservations: 06-6364444/70, Far 06-636 2211. www.kef-yam.coJ 


T EL AVIV _ 

f LAGUR BATR luxurious apartments in the center of Tel Aviv near Dizengoff Center. 
I Studio apartments for 2-3 people including a kitchenette, air-conditioning & cable 
V TV. 138 Dizengoff St, Tel Aviv Tet 03-527 2586 Far 03-524 7033 


T IBERIAS _ 

SCOTTISH GUEST HOUSE - Centre of Tiberias. Historic and beautiful buildings 
I in lovely gardens. All rooms private facilities and air conditioning. Special rates 
^during December 8. January. Tel: 06-6723769, Fax: 06-6790145 

ZCHRON YA’ACOV _ 

f BOT MAIMON - A small family-run hotel. Aii rooms air-conditioned with telephone 
I & TV. Its famous Casa Barone restaurant serves home-cooked meals on the 
V picturesque terrace. Ftoc 06-639 6547, Ttet 06-629 0380, e-maB: maimonOpabaxxom 



D EAD SEA _ 

/NIRVANA - Ail rooms overlooking the Dead Sea Private beach, stylish and Intimate 
I health ctub. Spa treatments include Mud Wraps. Massages, Thalassotherapy, Beauty 
\ treatments. Tel: 07-658 4828. 


WHERETO STAY 


EUat ^ 

RED MOUNTAIN HOTEL 

NIS130per pawn per nigh he! h mHfrt 

★ Luxurious rooms 

*T-V and video -JEtSL 

★ Personal safes 

★ Mini bar 

★ Heated swimming poo! 

★ Exercise room 


[ WHERETO RENT A CAR M WHERETO RENT A CAR 


Cal-Auto 

For the Best Deal in Town - 
We offer you more 

Special season/weekend rates 

Pfyofic 

Tel Aviv: 03-6391307 
Telefax: 03-5370511 

win deliver the car to you. 


AVIS * We try harder 

Tel Aviv 03-5271752 
Ben Gurion Airport 03-977 M) 
Jerusalem 02-6249001 
USA 201-816-8157 

London 44-181-848-8733 


whfrmt^ENTM^AF^T whereto rentacar^ 


' fathe best & most reliable service 
1 Special offers available * 

> Delivery & Airport service | 


via 


Time^ Israel 2 Intematiorial Calls 




ARROWWOOO INTERNATIONAL-world testers in timeshae resales, 1999 specials 
now released, red gold crown week for less than 2000 dollars (US). 
Phone Solly or Sharon at 09-7415356,053-872111. 


CUB SALE-for purchase/sate/renta! of hoGday weeks fa aB timesharing dub/hotels 
- Israel and worldwide! Tefc 09-862 8004,052-991645. 


COMPETITIVELY PRICED APARTMENTS In Eilat, Tiberias & Jerusalem! if you 
want to sel, purchase, or rent, your one stop address is MAZTRAP Cento -YahudB, 
Tet 08-934 9601, Far 08-934 9602. 


COLLECT USA and ALL INTERNATIONAL CALLS: DIAL 1-800-833-555 
Dial the above Toll-Free number from ANY telephone fa Israel and the International 
Operator will connect your cal) rated to the USA or bged to any major Credit Cairi^ 


IToarr^fnfonri Bti oriG^riters 


J ERUSALEM __ 

C Visit TOP* Jerusalem Jewish hfenraiiofl Center, 54 Habad St, above the CanJo, Jewish 
1/4, Tefc 02-628 8968- information, books, tapes and videos on Judaism & Zionism. Write 

to tnp6kKScwn«U for tea weekly Torah stirfescrexptoreW^/wwKisraeWsitxoJitop 



A IL OVER THE COUNTRY _ 

/Ya^/raM4®? w -Rooms in Jensatem.Tel Aw, Eilat+30 Kibbutz B/B. Our setectiarcN 
j Yrcn, Massada, Aiu/not Kfar Rupfa, MegkWo (North), Bachan, Negba (Coast), Keramim, 
\Gvulot, On Yahav, Biot (Negev) Tfefc 07-656 542% 052-713634*0:07-655 5135. J 

G ALILEE _ 

/GAUL B & B - Country lodgings with kitchenette, beautiful, comfartabta and spadous/N 
I Suitable also for large families. Great location in heart of natural oak forest Near ; 
Vtourtt attractions. Open year around. Tel/Fax: 04-966 6412,051-656880. j 

G ALILEE-KFARYUVAL _ 

f ORNA’S CORNER B & B - In a delightful moshav close to natural springs, Golan'S 
( Heights and Mount Hermon. Lovely cabin suites. Completely ftanfehed, very peaceful, 
\ jwarm hospitality. Tah 06-694 0007. _ J 

G AULEE - MOUNTAINS _ 

/VEGETARIAN BED & BREAKFAST- in beautiful, peaceful Amirim village between'' 
I Karmiel and Safed. "Anglo Saxons’, Con&iar staff and nature lovers espodafly welcome. 
\Engfishspokenandunderstood.PhHIipCampbell Tel/far 06-6989045,052-365998 ^ 

G ALILEE-WESTERN _ 

/^BRENDA'S COTTAGES B&B - At Moshav Ben-Ami near Nahariya and the sea?' 
I Charming units with all amenities. Large patios. BBQ facilities, wonderful holiday 
V^ atmosphere and warm hospitality. Brenda and Bobby: Tel: 04-982 2320 ^ 

J ERUSALEM _ 

f ARCADIA HOTEL - Small family hotel, located in the heart of Jerusalem Minutes^ 
I away from old city. Clean and tidy roams. Reasonable rates.. Tek02-622.1998, i 
V Fax: 02-6221858. ' ' J 


f UTTLE HOUSE IN THE COLONY - The smallest hotel in Jerusalem! 16 sr-conditiooed 
[ rooms, in the heat of the German Colony, peaceful street Double rooms $59/69- Singles 
\ JS9/59. Tel: 02-563 7641, Fax : 02-563 7645, e-maK metonkdnetviaoruwLB 

T EL AVIV _ 

/The GORDON INN GUEST HOUSE- Near Tel Aviv beachfront A clean, comfbrtabie"' 
I alternative to expensive hotels. Fully air-conditioned. Single rooms from USS41.00. Tefc 
V 03-523 8239; Fax: 03-523 7419; www 4 )sLcoi/gordofHm, E-mai steepln@inter.neti 


C ENTRAL ISRAEL _ 

/IHASMONEAN VILLAGE-An auttentic re-creation from the days of the Maccabees,' 
I located in the ModTm area, a^acent to Route 443. Lots ofacthrities for children and 
V their parents. Ftooit Engfish. Tefc 08-9261617. 


f FISfflNG PARK-MOSHflyTALSlACHARreoe^onpicnk: after Two fishing pools-mousli ' 
j and cap-Lsms and shadalseaJiig areas. Pt^aqi^xnent for cfvldren. Fish and mei restaurant 
Vopanlrom 9 ajn.-8pjn. Mon,Thurs. 9 ajn.-rwWglrt.1hfc 08634 80891050-359 327. . 

G ENERAL _ 

f 3AVE^nME^ND^40f^-Cont^ Judyat StGHT^EWG TOURS, 81 Hayarkon^ 
[ St. Tei Aviv. Tefc 03-517 6248, Fiax: 03-517 8835 (from abroad fax: 972-3-517-883^. 
V ^Bootong dafly aghtseang tours to til of Israel, Jordan and EgypL _ y 

J AFFA PORT _ 

f jALLSWPRINT WORKSHOP - Har-B Printers & Pubfishare, Jaifa Pwt Main Gate. 

[ Art prints/onginal paintings, artist books, Israeli and international artists. 
\Tiifc03-6Bl 6834. Sui-Thurs. M0-17S0; Hi 1Q30-14A) or ty appt wwwjnte tartcoiftarely 

NORTHERN ISRAEL 

/TOUR GUIDE - Tours of Northern Israel with licensed English speaking tour guided 
( Accommodations at beautiful Bed & Breakfast. Reasonable rates. 
\ Call Mark - Tel: 06-683 8292, 051 -518 827, 06-696 3502 Fax: 06-683 8000 ^, 

S AFEP _ 

/ASCENT - Your base in the North for Jewish mysticism. Best youth hostel, great' 
I location. Daily classes, tcurs, Jewish Muffi-Media Center, weekly shabbatans, special 
\raaminans. 10% ati with thisM. Tet 06-692J384, FrcQ6-0921942.-. .; ~t .—rrrrrj 

S HARON AREA _ . 

/YADAJM - Beautiful & original grftsJty Israeli artists & crafts people, ceramics, jeweb^ 
J cloths, woodwork, painting, and more... for every occasion. Browse and enjoy. 
y j8 Hfflcarmel St (f/idrachov Yerushaiayim) Kfar S a bo. Tefc 09-7662488. , 

T EL AVIV _ 

I theater group. A genuine Jewish experience. At ZOA House, Tel Aviv. To reserve: 

V 1-800-444-660. Don't miss it , 


• Rent A Car 

• Hotel 
HoMnaHom 

• ForfhebestimostreOabtoservice- 

•ViIboHp you more 

• DefiveryA Akportaennca 

TeL 02-2538 991 Fax 02-538 9921 
Tri. 03-677 4454 J 


CRUISES 


discounted cruises 

WINTER CRUISE ON 
LUXURY CRUISE SHIP 

Phone Judy or Arthur 
Tel: 03-5176248 Fax; DM1788 K q 
Greentours.atHa^tana, | 

Tef fewss): Arthur 09^575656 * 


MEET ISRAELIS 


WORLD OF SINGLES 

ISRAEL • ENGLAND 
. BELGIUM • OSJL • CANADA 

CAROL 

20 Snccessftal 
Years Matching 
Q nalit 
Profes 
Bnsine 
Religi( 

Secola. 

B Oa-8847234, 03-5220283, 
07-6334640 


Being single 

doesn't mean to be alone! , 
Give us a caH! 

it may just change your tifie. , 
The Marriage Connection 
BezaJe) 8 Jerusalem 
Tel. 02-624 6619 , 


ANGLO-ISRAEL 
INTERNATIONAL SINGLES i 

Well established global j 

introduction service and j 
mumaiie bureau j 

Discretion for people without 
their h IQUjJcdilG Ouafi-j(n*i 


HOME SERVICES 


TOURETT Conconed about your home In 
4waitfBstifAanywiisedH0i^GMEt- 
• to wtk«Mnoa ws 
W Jw MBta u a n l— wpwpawt 
' •Mrap^tafraoBM^Mvidirt 
requrarwntogawBdlopro faail o na y 
Bacauu HQMECARE a a aanpnNmin Inina 
managernsni a maMaflanco service tor 
pso^ Bayou, tour pooca of mind b nr 
eoncom. your enpynwrt our prtcwty: 

Bkbumwbm. 

*Sn»19e8 

Rr (Mate cortad Q»nM Haftvr 
TeL 02-6519016 Fax. 024513299 


MOBILE PHONE RENTAL 



jV..; , 


IfKNIRFOfM 


A LL OVER THE COUNTRY _ 

/^GOOD MORNING JBUJSALBM Short term rooms and apartments, furnished, al sizes!' 
j Low prices. Tel: 02-623 34ffl, Fax: 02-625 9330, e-malt: gmjen@netvision.net.il 
V hUp^AvwwtecaxnniodationxoJ 


f BEST QUALITY AND CHEAPEST short term holiday rentals to Netanya, Ra'anana, 
j Kfar Saba, Herzliya, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, etc. Tel/Fax: 09-8352116 e-mail: 
\ ^gaffiai6kwtviswnj(ietJ ___ 

J ERUSALEM _ 

[ NEWLY RENOVATED short-term suites & apartment fully furnished prime locations 
I up to 7 beds. Tefc 03-523 0080; Ftec 03-522 8129; e-mail: omegativeinterjwtJ 


N ETANYA _ 

/"3UALITY APARTMENTS & HOUSES - For holiday rentals in NETANYA ancT 
( CAESAREA. Fully furnished aid equipped homes for short/iong term. Netanya Real 
V Estate Tel/Fax: 09-084 6544, e-mat netre^interjTetJI 


TEL AVIV 


i *4 per day 
^ 1 any period W 

Free incoming calls 
Low cost international calls 

03-516-8366,053-76-5053 

Deftwry/crttecton sonrtce avaflaMa J 
. All major era* cards accepted J 


Orgaraa a church group for a wonderful Holy Land pilgrimage. As a group organizer 
you and/or your minister/priest could travel FREE. Fax your details and phone number 
to Arthur Goldberg. Fax: 03-517 9001. 



WHERETO EAT 


T EL AVIV _ 

f HOW TO TRAVEL FROM ISRAEL - ZION TOURS - The largest North American" 
agency in Israel. Your ONE STOP travel center! Tel: 02-625 4326. e-mall: 

^mariatonfto&v^ 

T ENERIFE ___ 

r TIME SHARING - in Tenerife. Sale at a very speciafrate. 2 weeks in Jufy s 
in luxurious apartments in Tenerife. Don't miss rt!! Tefc 03-938-6258 
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JERUSALEM 

Ju* i 7M*>- * fix ; n.v'-vpn 1 VVUI .t»n 

ANGELO RISTORANTErrAlJANO-Frommertti 1998 Guide says, "The most superb pasta 
in the country...* Also fresh fish & Roman specialties. Kosher Dairy. Outstanding business 
lunch 12-5 p.m. NIS 35.9 Horkanos. Closed Friday. For reservations. Tel: 02-623 6095. 


»- kV-w zxjr.^xv.-K.-nt 1 .TJir. 

A Jerusalem bmdmark-RIMON RESTAURANT Grffled Meats and Middle Eastern cuisine. 
CAFE RIMON Dairy and Fish, Superb pastry. Indoor-outdoor seating. Glatt Kosher 
Umehadrin. 4 Luntz SL (off Mdrachcv). Tet 02-624 3712. 


sMHsuttf.vjcrfi w t j im hvtsewarj. i&*vsnm "wt. fjws; txrsn 


DARNA - *Our home is your home." Authentic Moroccan Hospitality, KOSHER. Business 
lunch; salads, couscous, dessert, traditional mint tea. Only NIS 69 with this ad. Open 12.-00 
-3D0 p.m., 6«hnidnighL 3 Horkanos St Tefc 02-624 5406. 

BTsr ■x-xwstii ■** CKnMtM’W'iu-Me. «w MrUMiWk'i 

EUCALYPTUS - Die taste of Israel from Bibfical Days. Rave reviews! Excellent meat fish 
S vegetarian dishes enhanced by a masterful use ot herbs and spices. Luncheon speaals. 
Kosher. NEW ADDRESS: 4 Kikar Safra (City Hall Complex). Tat 02-624 4331. 

<y. w **MHianWs.'^gra»BMW.T3,mBSCTy -afaftwraaiarint wx vxBaa&gazvf» rsx yawa 

HECHAL SHLOMO - RESTAURANT/CATERERS serving you the best, freshest most 
deScious food to an exclusive environment Functions for up to 150. Brit Mflahs. Bar Mitzvahs, 
7 Brachos, special occasions, 58 King George St, Gfatt Kosher/meat Tel: 02-622 3312. 

«mumaiw -,«w if, jk. jai vmr* 'cnsanMiicss k .v«W' ’rwHtoKet*KMST*'i-. 

MARVAD HAKSAMtN ORIENTAL RESTAURANT - Mid-Eastem and Yemenite food; 
Kosher/meat Open for lunch & dinner tf 11:00 p.m.; Sun.-ThunL, Fri. till 3:00 p.m, 16 King 
George St . (next to Carvel). Tel: 02-6854470. 

^ r.v.«-r -r me. 

NORMAN’S STEAICN BURGER-Freshest buig^s, steaks, rte.chicten, fish, salads and 
mare, grited to perfection. Ameicai style food and service. Kosher Jerosaiem Rabbinate. 
27 Emek Refeim, German Cdony. Tbfc 02-5666603. 

THE RIE SHOP - TEA & PIE, DON'T PASS ME by, kosher, sweet & savoury pies, dairy 
menu; soups, salads, toasts, specialty drinks. Open 11:00 a.m.-12 mkWghtSVbelSolornon 
(back yard). Tefc 02-624 8712. 

RESTAURANT MUSHKENOT SHAANANIM - Superb French cuisine for lunch & dinner, 7 
days a week, Outstanding wine cellar, elegant setting - spectacular view - private room. 
Located in IbminMtoshe (below the Guest Hous^.Tbl: 02-6251042. 

RlENzi - Candle Dght dining in an elegant decor. Fresh fish and home-made pasta. Kosher 
Umehadrin - Dairy. Business lunch from NIS 39.10 King David St (Opp New Hilton Hotel). 
Open Sat Mtes. Tel: 02-622 2312. 


SIGMUND CORNER BteTRO/CAFE-Art Deco Decor-Saving crepes, soups, sandwiches, 
shakes and brewed coffees Reasonable prices. Sua-Thtra, 11 am-1 am Fu9am.-twbeloe 
Shabbat Sat hourrfter Sftabbat-1 am Kosha Comer Azza/Ha'ari Sts. leL 02663-9212 

ta, twi .tMWsrciqiiiW. —'—i— 1 -aiws aii—BM»e i>CT—» ■ -h im xBWH M— 

THE 7 ™ PLACE - Popular Jerusalem dining spot, authentic Southern Indian and dairy 
cuisine. Spacious, bright and friendly. Live shew every night Koshet 37 Htfle! St (BeR Agron 
- the joumaTets center). Tefc 02-625 4485. 

?.■ -» w •KnF^irtmitis*fmmiaaaamy‘tgtieer zn iasng:svKmaKxmsm nnmiU K. 

TONYS "BETWffiN THE ARCHES" - mique restaurant colfee/Bhap to si aicfart crusader txJdng 
right next to the KoteL Extensive clary menu. Kosher Umehadrin. £30 am-1Ct30 pm, Mrrtza'ei 
Shabbat until 11:30. Also private functions. 174 Hagai SL (in the tunnel]. 02-627-7761. 

TZADDUCS - Jerusalem's Red Authentic New York Defi. Corned beef, roast beat, brisket 
pastrami, salami, ail-beef hot dogs, H&H bagels, draft beer. Kosher Umehadrin. 2 Tifferet 
Yisrael SL. The Jewish Quarter. ftOO a.m.-10.-00 p.m. Tefc 02-627 2148. 

•“ rf! * 1 .«A3oe«.Kas.*',*.*a(wj .-Jra-ws.. 

ROSHPINA 

B’BAYITSHELRAFA-to the heart of oMRosh Pina, find an totenate 
and special resiaurart serving casserole, steak and vegeftriankiod. 

Gounriet cooking and reasonable prices, telefex: 066936192 f/ 






ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL PACKAGES 

which include the 

International Edition, trench Edition, 
This Week in Israel and Internet 


100 Continuous days 
at a very special rate 

only NIS 12.82 per day 
Single column Box only NIS 18.72 per day 

To appear in this special tourism column 

or for more details send fax to: 

100 DAYS 
Fax. 02-5388 408 
or call Tel Aviv Area 
Tel. 03-639 0333 (Ruthie) 

Fax. 03-639 0277 
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ENGLAND 1st innings 270 
. AUSTRALIA 1st irmfnos 
(59-2 overnight) 

M.Taytarc Hick b Gough. 7 

, M.Steter tow b Goughl . 

J.Langer e Hussain b Gough. 44 

,/vM. Waugh tow b Fteser. 3 S 

i*S.Waugh not out .122 

; RLehmam c Hegg b Gough ,!!!!!.13 

I.Heafy c HeadJey b Fraser .je 

D.Flemlng c Hick b Mullally .12 

MJdfchoIson b Gough ........ 5 

S.MacGill c Hegg b MuteJty."' '43 

G.McGrath b Mullally. ,0 

Extras fb-4 fb -6 nb-11). 21 

Total (98J overs) .. .340 

FaN Of Wickets: 1-t3 2-26 3-96 4-127 6*151 
6-208 7-235 8-252 9-340 10-340 


r .. British soccer 
results and 
standings 

Premier League: Aston Villa 2, Sheffield 
Wednesday 1 ; Charlton 0. Arsenal 1 ; 
Derby . 2. Middlesbrough 1; Liverpool 4. 
Newcastle 2; Nottingham Forest 1 
Southampton 1 ; Tottenham 4 , Everton 1 - 
Wast Ham 2, Coventry 0 . 


BcwSns Goudh 2&-7-SW (nb-4). Heedey 
25-3-86-0 (nb-3). Multafiy 21.35-64-3, 
Ramprakash 2 - 0 - 6 - 0 , fiaser 22-0-78-3 (nW) 

ENGLAND 2 nd Innings 

MAtherton b Reming .0 

A Stewart not out.43 

M.Butcher c Staler b MaeGID.14 

DHeafloy not out ..0 

Extras (lb -2 nb- 6 ) .. 8 

Total (for two wickets, 22 overs) .. AS 
Fail of wickets: 1-9 2-61 
To bat: N.Hussain, M.Ramprakash, 
G.Hlck. W.Hegg. D.Gough, A.Fraser, 
AMullaJty 

BowSng: McGrath 6 - 1 - 2 BO (nb-4). Reming 
6-2-12-1 (nb- 1 ). Nicholson 4-1-It-0, 
MacGiV 5-M4-1 (nb-1). M.Waugh 1 - 1 - 0 - 0 . 


Division Two: Boumamoulh 1 , Luton 0; 
Burnley 1, Lincoln City 1 : Colchester 0, 

Bristol Ravers 3; Macclesfield 0 , 

Blackpool 1 ; Manchester City 2. Stoke 1 ; 
Northampton 1 , Fulham 1;Ofdham O.Kbrk 
2; Preston 3, Wrexham 1 ; Reading 1, 
Notts County 0; Wigan 2. Walsall 0 ; 
Wycombe 1 . Chesterfield 0. 


Waugh strengthens Aussies ’ position 
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tiandwter IJatad 19 9 7 3 39 23 34 

l«* 19 8 8 3 32 17 32 

Vfest Ham 20 9 5 6 24 23 32 

liraH 20 9 4 7 36 25 31 

ffkkflobnwgh 28 7 9 4 32 26 30 

WinHedoo 19 8 5 6 25 30 29 

Deriir 20 6 IQ 4 M IS 18 

tekeocr 19 7 6 6 22 20 27 

Toranban 20 7 6 7 28 30 27 

Hnra* 20 6 6 8 24 28 24 

Eiwtwi 20 5 8 7 13 21 23 

Sheffield Wedaesda/ 20 6 4 10 21 22 22 

Bhdikn 19 4 5 10 19 27 17 

Cmsirr 20 4 5 II 16 29 17 

OnritBfl 20 3 7 10 23 31 16 

Sttntotnpw 20 3 S 12 16 38 14 

Hottingham Forest 20 2 7 If 18 36 13 

Division One: Bamstey 1 , Queens Park 
Rangers 0; Bradford 2, Trenmena 0; Bristol 
Oiy 3 Swindon 1: Bury 2. Birmingham 4; 
Cwstal Palace t. West Bromwich Abion 1 ; 

A foisby 1 , Stockport O; Port Vale 0, Bolton 

® Portsmouth 2. Oxford U rated 2 ; Sheffield 
United 2, Huddersfield 1 ; Sunderland 2. 
Crewe 0; Wolves 1 , Ipswich 0. 


P WD L F A Pts 

fuBran 23 15 4 4 36 17 49 

Wtkafi 24 14 4 6 35 28 46 

Stoke 24 14 2 8 31 19 44 

Pimh 23 12 7 4 41 23 43 

Booraemnrt 22 II 6 5 35 22 19 

GBogham 22 9 10 3 33 18 37 

Manchester City 24 9 9 6 28 22 36 

Wipn 24 9 7 8 31 23 34 

hading 22 9 7 6 26 27 34 

8 bdfool 24 8 9 7 79 28 33 

Osnerfiekf 23 9 6 8 23 19 33 

HfflwaH 23 8 8 7 23 25 32 

brk 24 8 7 9 13 40 11 

baw 21 8 6 7 27 24 30 

tomnlfcnm 23 6 10 7 22 25 28 

Cnkkster 23 6 8 9 21 30 26 

Bander 24 6 7 II 26 40 25 

Northampton U 5 10 9 23 27 25 

Wrexham 24 6 7 II 22 33 25 

No® Count ) 1 23 6 6 II 26 34 24 

Wjftorabe 24 5 8 II 21 29 23 

QUhan 24 S 6 13 23 3ft 21 

Hacdafieid 24 4 9 II 19 30 21 

LiKDfaCit) 24 4 5 15 23 43 17 

Division Three: Brentford 1 , Cardiff O; 
Carlisle 1 , Cambridge United 1; Chester 
1 . Mansfield 1 ; Darlington 1 , Leyton 
Orient 1 ; Hartlepool 0, Rochdale 1: 
Peterborough 1 , Brighton 2; Plymouth 1. 
Exeter 0: Rotherham 3, Halifax 1; 
Scarborough 1 , Scunthorpe 4-, 
Shrewsbury 3, HuH 2; Swansea 2 , Barnet 
1; Torquay 2 , Southend 0. 


MELBOURNE (Reuters) - 
England were struggling after the 
third day of the fourth Ashes Test 
yesterday after the familiar figure of 
Steve Waugh tormented their 
bowlers with a fighting century. 

Waugh carved out an unbeaten 122 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground to 
give Australia a 70 run lead on the 
fust innings as the home side clawed 
their way to 340 in reply to 
England’s 270. 

England, in their second innings, 
bottled their way to 65 for two by the 
close of play, still five runs behind 
with eight wickets in band and two 
days to go. 

‘The crucial thing is that we’ve 
won most of the big moments in the 
game,” Waugh said. 

“We tend to sense (he moment 
when we really need to take a wick¬ 
et or we need a good partnership and 
that’s what we’ve done so far." 

England captain AJec Stewart fin¬ 
ished tbe day unbeaten cm 43 follow¬ 
ing his century in the first innings 
Opener Mike Atherton, who has 
scored just 11D runs in eight innings 
this series, completed a pair of ducks 
- his first in 88 Tests for England - 
after he was clean bowled by a near 
perfect, straightening delivery from 
Damien Fleming. 

Butcher wan for 14 after an extra¬ 
ordinary catch by Michael Slater. 
The Englishman smashed a delivery 
from leg spinner Stuart MacGill 
straight into Slater at silly shon leg 
only to see the ball stick. 


’That catch probably summed up 
the day for England. They did a lot 
of hard work but probably didn't get 
the luck they deserved,” Waugh said. 

“England probably expected to get 
a lead at some stage but ended up 70 
behind. It doesi't do a lot for your 
confidence, then when you lose two 
wickets behind that total it makes it 
tough.” Australia, who retained the 
Ashes by winning the third Test in 
Adelaide to open up an unbeatable 
2-0 lead in the five-match series, 
tightened the screws on England in 
the final session. 

England enjoyed tbe best of the 
first two sessions and even looked 
likely to take a first innings lead after 
reducing Australia to 252-8 by tea. 

But Waugh and MacGill turned 
the match Australia's way with a 
partnership off 88 for the ninth wick¬ 
et 

Waugh, twice stranded in the 90s 
during England’s last visit to 
Australia, batted patiently after 
coming to the crease with his team 
in trouble at 98-3 but was forced to 
lift the tempo when Australia lost 
their eighth wicket while he was on 
77. 

He reached his hundred, scamper¬ 
ing through for the two runs be need¬ 
ed, raising his bat in triumph as the 
crowd of 43.353 afforded him a 
standing ovation. 

Waugh’s hundred was his 17th in 
Tests, his seventh against England 
and his second this series. 

During his innings, he also passed 
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THE FACE OF ENGLISH CRICKET - Mike Atherton takes 
the long walk back after registering his first-ever pair in Test 
Cricket. (Renter;) 

Sir Donald Bradman as Australia’s history to make ar least 7,000 runs in 
fifth highest scorer in Test cricket Tests. 

and became only the 16th player in Alan Mullally claimed tbe last two 


wickets to finish with three for 64 
while Gough, who bowled magnifi¬ 
cently throughout the day, returned 
five for 96. his fifth five-wicket haul 
in Tests and his third against 
Australia. 

Veteran seamer Angus Fraser, who 
finished with two for 78, made the 
early breakthrough when he trapped 
Mark Waugh Ibw for 36 after he and 
Linger had adderi 39 to Australia's 
overnight total of 59-2. 

Longer, man of the match in 
Australia's third test win in Adelaide 
after scoring 179 not out in the first 
innings, departed shortly after for 44 
with the total on 127 when be fended 
a ball from Gough straight to Nasser 
Hussain at gully. 

Lehmann, called into the side after 
selectors dropped Ricky Pbncing. 
looted in ominous form as he quick¬ 
ly made his way to 13 before a rush 
of blood cost him his wicket. 

Healy, who scored 134 in the first 
test of the series, weot for 36 when 
he hooked Fraser straight to Headley 
in the deep. 

Mullally picked up his first wicket 
when he had Fleming caught behind 
for 12 and Gougb cleaned up 
Nicholson for five before Waugh put 
Australia back in the driver’s seat 

T think we’re in good shape, espe¬ 
cially if we can lake a couple of 
wickets tomorrow morning." Waugh 
said. 

"The England tail hasn't done well 
so far and we’d be backing ourselves 
to knock them over." 


Windies collapse after superb Gibbs catch 
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Mansfield 

24 

12 


7 

38 30 41 

Bradfan) 

25 

13 

5 

7 

44 27 44 

Cambridge United 

23 

12 


7 

37 28 40 
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Brighton 
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Rotherham 
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Leyton Orient 

24 
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Rochdale 

23 
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26 
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DURBAN (Reuters) - A brilliant 
catch by Herschelle Gibbs sparked a 
Vfest Indies second innings slump 
that left South Africa in sight of a 
winning 3-0 series lead in the third 
Test yesterday. 

Gibbs dived full length to his left at 
square leg to hold the chance that 
dismissed captain Brian Lara for 79, 
ending a third wicket stand of 160 
with Shivnarine ChanderpauL 

However. Lara's departure began 
tbe collapse in which West Indies. 
114 behind on fust innings, tumbled 
from 201 for two to 214 for seven in 
seven overs. 

When the close came 14.1 overs 
early due to bad light. West Indies 
were 246 for eight, 132 ahead. 

South Africa, wbo already lead the 
five-Test series 2-0, were bowled out 
for 312 in their first innings in the 


morning after resuming on 292 for 
eight 

Lara and ChanderpauL who 
stroked 75, produced West Indies’ 
best baiting of tbe series when they 
joined forces at 41 for two. 

Wallace was caught behind by 
Mark Boucher off Allan Donald for 
one and makeshift opener Murray, 
who is essentially a wicketkeeper, 
went for 29 when Jacques Kallis had 
him caught off die splice by Gibbs at 
square leg. 

Lara and Cbanderpaul then 
embarked on the partnership that 
kept their side in contention until 
Gibbs' stunning catch tilted the bal¬ 
ance. 

The West Indies skipper played a 
full-blooded pull off pace bowler 
David Terbrugge and Gibbs flung 
himself to his left to hold the catcfa 


ending Lara's innings of 187 minutes 
in which he faced 139 balls and hit 
15 fours. 

Five bails later Chanderpaul was 
caught and bowled by Shaun Pollock, 
having batted 238 minutes, received 
169 deliveries and struck 13 fours. 

The decline accelerated when Carl 
Hooper went to a low, one-handed 
catch on the leg side by Boucher off 
Pollock for two. 

However, television replays 
showed the ball touched the ground 
as the wicketkeeper took it 

Gibbs then took his third and most 
impressive catch of the innings when 
Darren Ganga, on five faring 
Pollock, spliced an attempted hook 
to square leg. Forced to sprint 
towards tbe boundary while watch¬ 
ing the ball descend over his shoul¬ 
der, Gibbs dived to take the catch in 


his left hand. 

An over later, Rawl Lewis was 
caught behind off Donald to com¬ 
plete a pair, giving the South African 
fast bowler his 250th Test wicket 
Wicketkeeper Ridley Jacobs, as he 
did in the fira innings when he was 
last out for 39, stood admirably firm 
for his 12 not out until the close. 

South Africa had been dismissed 
4.4 overs into the morning session. 

New Zealaod-India 
In Wellington, India led New 
Zealand by 35 runs at the close on 
the third day of their second Test 
with seven second innings wickets in 
hand, including master batsman 
Sachin Tendulkar and skipper 
Mohamed Azharuddin. 

Tendulkar, on 42, and Saurav 
Ganguly. 47. were together after an 
unfinished partnership of 67 that saw 


India to 179 for three. Azharuddin, 
who hit an unbeaten 103 in India's 
first innings of 208, is still to bat 
New Zealand, after a record eighth 
wicket partnership of 137 between 
Dion Nash and Daniel Verrori, were 
all out soon after lunch for 352 in 
their first innings for a lead of 144. 

WEST INDIES 1« Inn tags 188 
SOUTH AFRICA 1st Innings (292-8 ovwnlgtit) 

Q. (Cretan c Hooper b Rose. X 

H. Gibbs c Wallace b Rosa..35 

J. Kails c Jacobs b Rose .U 

D. CuUnan run out (Rosa) .40 

H.Cronieb Walsh ..30 

J. Rhodes c and b Walsh..07 

S. PoBock c Hooper b Rosa .30 

M. Boucher b Rosa . jO 

P. Sytncoc b Rose .12 

A.Doraldb Rose.13 

O Terbrugge rrol out . 2 

Extras (t>4 b-6 nb-13 w-i). 2& 

Total (all out 98 oners)..312 

Fall of wicKats: 1-57 2-78 S0O 4-140 5-182 6-262 
7-262 8-284 8-295. 

Bowfing: Ambrose 17-1-60-0 (nb-10), Walsh 29-6- 
68-2 (nb-21, Rose 20-6-64-7 (nb-1). Lewis 20-2- 
70-0, Hooper 4-O-18-0. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


| RATES 


DWELLINGS 

1 

DWELLINGS 

1 

SITUATIONS VACAN1 


I 


$i?:M 


..-Sir’ll 


indude VAT: 

Single Weekday - NIS 157.95 for 10 
words (minimum), each additional word 
NIS 15.79. 

FRIDAY AND HOLIDAY EVE - NIS 
245.70 10 words (rrunknum), each adefr- 
ttonai word NlS 24.57. 

TWO FRIDAYS - NIS 402.4B for 10 
words, (mlnriMn), each additional word 
NIS 40.24. 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRI- 
DAY (package) - NIS 351 for 10 words 
^minimum),each additional word - NIS 
35.10 

WEEK RATE (6 insertions) - NIS 50110 
for 10 words (minimum), each addtional 
word-NIS 50.31. 

4 FRIDAYS - NIS 643.50 tor 10 words 
(minimum), each additional word • NIS 
64J35. . 

MONTHLY-(24 insertions) - NIS 1228.50 
for 10 words (minimum), each additional 
word - NIS 122£5. 

Rates are valid from December 15, 
1998. 


DEADLINES offices: 

Jerusalem - weekdays: 12 noon the day 
before publication; tor Friday 4 pjn. on 
Thursday. 

Tel Aviv and Haifa • weekdays: 12 
noon, 2 days before pubGca&ocv.far Friday 
and Sunday: 4 p.m. Thursday In Tel Aviv 
and 12 noonThuisdsylnHana. 

For classified enquiries please call 
02-5315644. 


• «», 


DWELLINGS 


General 

WHERE TO STAY 


JERUSALEM LODGES LTD. 
Short and long term rentals 
Bed and breakfast 

P.O. Box 4233, Jerusalem 31044. 
Tel. 02-5611745, Fax: 02-563-7566 
e-mail: JerelGJerel.co.JI 


THE JERUSALEM INN 

Hotel 

Private Bathroom -Telephone-T.V. 
Tel 02-625-2757 
Guesthouse 

' B.B. doubles / family rooms 
TeJ. 02-625-1294 
Best value accomodations. 


MOTZA-ILIT. FURNISHED STUDIO, 
kitchenette, buBt-in cupboards, separate 
entrance at private vffla, parking. Tel. 02 - 
534-2824. 

HARAV BERLIN, 2.5, FURNISHED, 
1 st floor, garden, kosher, quiet, monthly or 
annuaL Td 050-507-330 (N.S.) [7963711 

TCHERNIKOVSKY, 4, FURNISHED, 
kosher, 3rd floor modem, equipped, 
monthly or annual, Tel. 050-507-330 
(NS.) [796371] 

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT, EAST TAL- 
PIOT, attractive, partially furnished, 
ground floor with large patio. Available 
Nov-15 - Dec. 1, for one year, possibly 
longer. $750/monBi. Tet. 02-671^210 

(NS?- _ 

RENTALS! RENTALSI RENTALS! 
Jerusalem rentals in most areas from 
$750. HABITAT REAL ESTATE. Tel- 
Charwa, 02-561-1222. [20671j 
E-mail: portico@netviSfon.net.il 

SALES 

MUST SELL! GIVAT-CANADA - luxury 
duplex, 5.5, + 3 for income, indoor park¬ 
ing, view, garden. $450,000. flexible. 
Tel 02-623-1593(0) (NS). Tel. 02-676- 
1415(E)(NSJ. Fa c. 02-623-1537. [20073} 


habitat real estate 

v : <!•,: I 

I 


Jerusalem quality sates & rentals 
in all areas - ask Hayir 


Email: porticof netvision.net. 


MUSRARA, APARTMENT IN Arab 
building, unique, 80 meters, gallery, reno¬ 
vated. stylized. Tel. 02-534-1471, 050- 
312-801. [792266]' 

HABITAT EXCLUSIVE REAL ES- 
TATE, Arnona, 4, balconies, terrace, 
spacious! $310,000. Tel. Ehud, 02-561- 
99V? [20669] 

E-mai i: porticoQnetvision.neUt _ 

WHERE TO STAY 

BED & BREAKFAST. WARM at¬ 
mosphere. private shower. TV in room, 
many extras. French Hill, Jerusalem 
$30 for a single, $50 for a couple. 
Apartment rental short or long term.. 
Fuliy equipped 3 bedroom apartment in 
Tiberias . Tel. 972-2-581-0870, Fax. 
972-2-581-1385. E-Mail: 


SALES/RENTALS 

HERZUYA PTTUAH, GOOD selection of 
quality houses/apartments, for sale or 
rent Exclusive OREN & DUNSKY. Tel. 
09-957-3096. [0201) _ 


_ Jerusalem _ 

INVESTMENT 

MAKES COMMERCIAL SENSEI An 
ideal opportunity to invest in United King¬ 
dom Property. 14% + return. Contact 
Mayrr, HABITAT INTERNATIONAL HEAL 
ESTATE. Tel. 02-561-1222. (206781 
E-mail: portico0nBtvision.netJ 


_ Jerusalem _ 

GENERAL 

PALMISTRY, INDIVIDUAL READ¬ 
INGS and consultations. Andres, Tel. 02- 
624-7259. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_ General _ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

EXCELLENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES, 
tor au pairs, domestic help, dtikteare and 
caregivers for the elderly. Great condi¬ 
tions. High salary, Rve in/but, countrywide. 
Tal. 03-688-6767,052-891034. [14454] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_ Tel Aviv _ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

DON'T DESPAIR- BECOME an au 
pairll Don't delay- phone today!! Au pair 
international has available the most prom¬ 
ising and interesting 8 ve^n job offers in is- 


IMMEDIATE AU-PAIR JOBS available, 
friendliest families, best conditions, the 
agency with a heart for the Au Pairs. 
CaH HUma: (03) 965-9937. pvowo) 

EXCLUSIVE AU PAIR AGENCY in 
North Tel Aviv seeking qualified, intelli¬ 
gent candidates. High salaries. Tel. 
050-620-894. [20053] 

HIGH SALARY FOR metapelet, possi¬ 
ble five-m, good conditions. 0SB76-3183. 

I79S722] 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_ Sharon Area _ 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

LOOKING FOR FEMALE HOUSE¬ 
KEEPER, to live out, 6 days a week, 4 
hours, morning. Tel. 050-488-264. 

WORKERS WANTED: 2,3 times per 
week, (live-in possible). Tel. 03-512- 
4058, 057-280-800. [795194] 


rael. Phone 24 hours 

(180831 


33-619-0423. 


MEN/WOMEN, LIVE-IN/LIVE-OUT, 
part-bme/fuH-time. Tel. 03-512-4059, 
057-280-280. [795195] 


VEHICLES 


_ General _ 

_ GENERAL _ 

ifTirr APT ^° AT ^~ 

5 QUALITY NEW & USED CARS 
ft TAX FREE & UNRESTRICTED 
Baying • Selling • Trading > Leasing 
CebAnting 25 lias - Cotmttywide Savin' 
PasBport-*Pa8Sport - bur Specialty 
TfeL 050-240-977. TeL/Fax. 02-652-3735 


_ PASSPORT 

MERCEDES-BENZ S320, 1998 mod¬ 
el, Wack metallic, leather Interior, all ex¬ 
tras: sun roof, paric-rfietance control, navi¬ 
gator, QSM phone, 17,000 km., net export 
price DM 78,000 (FOB German port). 
Contact Michael Gerhardt Automobiles, 
Germany, Tel. 49-451-499-3851/2, Fax. 
49-451-199-3853/4. In Israel Tel. 050- 
454-044.(21381] 


VEHICLES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

PASSPORT 

MITSUBISHI STATION, GLXI, 1994, 
46,000km, excellent condition, automat¬ 
ic. Tel. 02-652-3735. 050-240-977. 
[19478] 


UNRESTRICTED 

FIAT TIPO, DGT, 1991, 1.6 cc, new 
motor, automatic, metallic, fully loaded, 
power steering, very economical & ele- 

S ianL inexpensive. Tel. 02-993-1493 
M.S.), 050-316-715 (N.S.) [21051] 

SUBARU STATION, 1993, 1.6 cc, au¬ 
tomatic, power steering, orthopedic seats, 
radio-tape, full security system, AC. low 
mileage. Perfect car at discount price. 
Tel. 02-993-1580 (N.S.), 050-316-715 
(N.S.) [21050] _ 

1985, PEUGEOT, 305, automatic, good 
condition. 120,000km, below book. TeL 
Q2-5B6-6Q80 (NS). [21479]_ 


_ Td Aviv _ 

PASSPORT 

DAEWOOD PRINCE 1998, manual, 
luxury car, full extras, excellent condition. 
Don't miss oqB 56,500. Cali Marie any¬ 
time. Tei. 03-527-0621. 050-717-981. 
[794159] 

DAEWOOD SSANGYONG~CORAN- 
DO jeep 4x4, manual, diesel, 1994, excel¬ 
lent condition. $6,900. Call Mark. Tel. 03- 
527-0621,050-717-981. [794159] 

FORD SESTIZA, 1992, automatic, 
small car, full extras, as new condition. 

B uaranteed, excellent car, $4,390. Cali 
lark anytime. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050- 
717-981. [794159] 


VEHICLES 


_ Td Aviv _ 

FORD PROBE. 1991 GT. manual. 2 
door. $4,900. 5 seats, black, very luxuri¬ 
ous car. AC. P/S, E/W. top condition, low 
km. Call Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527-0621, 
050-717-981. [7&159] 

FORD PROBE 1991, 2 door, 5 seats 
automatic, very luxurious. AC. full, extras, 
cruise control, white, low km., excellent 
car. Call Mark. Tel. 050-717-981.03-527- 
0627. [794150] 

HONDA ACCORD 1988, manual, ex- 
ceflent condition, full extras. $3,900. Call 
Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050- 
717-981. [794159] 

MERCEDES 240, DIESEL, 1978. 
manual, red, full extras, $4,900. Call 
Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621. 050-717-981. 
[794159] 

MITSUBISHI STARION, 1989, 2 
doors, manual, 5 seats, air-conditioning, 
radio-cassette, very attractive car, $4,900. 
Call Mark any time. Tel. 050-717-981. 
1794159] 

PONTIAC GRAND-AM, 1992. au- 
tomatic. very luxurious, tun extras, $5,900. 
Call Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717- 
981. [794159] 

SAAB 9O001,1994, automatic, excel¬ 
lent. new condition, full extras, metallic 
dark, very luxurious car. 59,300. Call 
Mark any time. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050- 
717-981. [794159] 

VOLVO 240 GL. 1986, manual RHO, 
original, excellent condition, full extras. 
52,900. Call Mark anytime. Tel. 03-527- 
0621.050-717-081. [794159] 

VW GOLF GTl, 1991. auto, excellent 
condition. 4 doors. 5 seats, full extras, as 
new, silver. $5,500. Call Mark. Tel. 03- 
527-0621. 050-717-981. [794159] 


VEHICLES 


_ Tel Aviv _ 

CHEVY LUMINA, 1998, only 4.500 km., 
as new, automatic, green, radio-cas¬ 
sette. alarm and Immobilizer., telephone 
stand, book price. Tel. 03-964-6605, 
052-936-962 (Annie). [795460] 

VW GOLF GTl, 1990. manual, dark 
blue, 2 doors, 5 seals. fuO extras, 54,500. 
Call Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717- 
981. [794159] _ 

VW GOLF GTl, diesel, 1992. dark blue, 
manual, excellent condition, very cheap to 
run, full extras. $4900. Call Mark. Tel. 03- 
527-0621, 050-717-981. [794159] 

CADILLAC SEVILLE, 1983, automat¬ 
ic, collector's item, full extras, excellent 
condition, 3.8 cc.. 2 colors, S5.900. CaH 
Mark. Tel. 03-527-0621, 050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


_ Sharon Area _ 

PASSPORT 

1992 GOLF, AUTOMATIC, p/sleering, 
AC, 4 door, low km., i white, 1 dk. blue, 
great buy. $4,900. Tel. 052-423-3327, 
09-742-9517. [794905] 

1994 GRAND CHEROKEE LTD., white, 
full leather, full options, no accidents, 
no off road accidents, small mileage, 
must be seen. Tourist or Diplomat. Tel. 
052-423-327, 09-742-9517. [794905] 

OLEH - OLEH -1998 Toyota Carols Sta- 
lion GLI, automatic, lull option. Can 
only be described as new. Big saving. 
Coming soon. Tel 052-423-327, 09-742- 
9517. [794905] 

TOURIST ONLY, 1996 L 300. 10 seals, 
manual, p/steerlng, AC. 1st hand, white, 
average km., cheap price. Tel. 052-423- 
327, 69-742-9517. [794905] 


!T Mail this coupon to us with payment enclosed (minimum 10 words) ^ 


-2 per 


DWELLINGS 

"■ DWELLINGS,'; 

Jerusalem Area 

Tel Aviv 


RENTALS 


ALKALAI3, CABLE, kosher, furnished, 
1 st floor, garden, large, monthlyfennuaL 
Te). 050-507-330 (N-S.) [796371] 


SALES 

SALE-PINKAS WEIZMANN, 4.5 + 
basement parking, security, beaubful 
kitchen. TeL 03-605-5110, 050-756-279 
(private). [7953141 


Notice is hereby given that as from 29 December 1998, and umil 
otherwise decided by the Fund Manager, the set time, as that meaning 
is defined according to section 46(c)(1) of the Joint Investment Trust 
Law, 5754-1994, for placing orders or redemption instructions 
for the units of the Fund will be 14:00 instead of 11:00. 

The Fund Manager Leumi-PIA - Trust Management Company Lid. 


COUPON 

10 % 

OFF 


Q ONETIME Insertion 

□ 3 TIMES Q 4 FRIDAYS 

□ 6 TIMES (FULL WEEK) Q MONTH 

Starling Date_No. of words_ 

AMOUNT: NIS_Rates: 

See classified rates on this page. Deduct 10% if you use this coupon. 

Classification_Geographical Area- 

No refunds for early cancellation of series. 

TEXT:_ 


_ Name_Address___ _ 

™ City_ _P hone_Credit Card_No._ ■ 

| Expiry date_ID No._ | 

| Q Please send receipt_Signature- | 

^MAILTO: ADS COUPON SPECIAL, P.O.Box 81, Jerusalem 91000 j 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY CLASSIFIED OFFER! 

ir used car classified ad... j, Andthatbn tan ..Save another 10%! 


We want your used car classified ad 

... so we're making an offer you cant refuse!!! 

.Your classified car ad can run in The Jerusalem Post for oniy.- 
NJS 58.50 for two full weeks 
QWfV NIS 88.50 for one full month 

NIS 117.00 for two full months 


1. Save 10% on above prices, by using the mail-in coupon in this paper (2 weeks NIS 52.65; one month NIS 79.65; two months NIS 105.30) 

2. You get up to 25 words, to say Just how great your car is) 

3. You may upgrade from package to package, by paying the difference. 

TERMS OF PUBLICATION: Advertisement must be for one car only. Yon may caned ad, if you sell the car, but no refunds. Payment 

by cash, check or credit card. 
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in brief 

Dhiac joins Red Star Belgrade 


BELGRADE (Reuters) - Yugoslav Vlade Divac of the Charlotte 
Hornets has joined the NBA lockout exodus and signed for Red 
Star Belgrade, tbe Yugoslav media reported yesterday. 

Divac said he had rejected a much more lucrative offer from 
Kinder Bologna in order to boost Yugoslav basketball. 


State Cup basketball semis set 


Maccabi Tel Aviv will face Maccabi Ramat Gan, and Hapoel 
Jerusalem will meet Hapoel Haifa in the basketball's State Cup 
semifinals after the draw was made in Tel Aviv yesterday. Tbe 
gamesa re to be played on January 28. 

Maccabi Tel Aviv and Hapoel Jerusalem are the overwhelming 
favorites to meet in the final. ‘ Eli Groner 


Caesarea golf 

Friday's unfavorable weather put pay to the golf, but die KC-two 
best balls stablefbid competition went ahead on Saturday as sched¬ 
uled 

Finishing in first place were Harold Stutzen, Mike Maimor, Dan 
Katzenelenbogen and Zvi Shachar with a 17 better than par 89 points. 

In a distant second spot were Jules Cubumek, Amos Amir, Mad 
Geri and Guy Katzenelenbogen (Dan's 11-year-old son) with 81 
points. 

The best individual score was Shachar's five better than par 41 
points. 

Kfar Shmaiyahu has won tbe National Orange League with 88 
points. Kfar Sava finished second with 34 and Herzliya took third 
place with 30. Heather Chait 


Romantsev to coach Russia again 

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Oleg Romantsev, head coach of Russian 
champions Spartak Moscow, took charge of the national team for 
the second time yesterday. 

He succeeded Anatoly Byshovets, sacked this month after just 
five months in charge. It was Russia's sixth change of coach in as 
many years. 

Romantsev, 45 next week, was appointed at a meeting of the 
Russian Football Union. He previously led Russia to Euro 96 but 
was dismissed after the team performed poorly in the finals. 

Byshovets, a former Dynamo Kiev and USSR striker, who 
coached the former Soviet Union to the 1992 European champi¬ 
onship finals, was sacked after six straight defeats, including three 
European qualifiers, one against Iceland. 



4 coaches 




NEW YORK 
CAP) - The 
offseason - 

p oige V <# - 

A meric an 
!-fo-o tJwt-l-J- 
« o a c h' e s ' 
began quickly, 
yesterday. 
Within one - 


Television pictures show an Australian Maritime Safety Authority helicopter lowers a winch man into the torrid waters off New 
South Wales in an attempt to rescue a yachtsman from an unidentified yachtsman in the Sydney-Hobart race. tamers) 


2 DEAD 

Continued from Page 20 


Oilers slide 
past Canucks 



EDMON- 
TON, Alberta 
(AP)-Rookie 
defenseman 
Tom Poll 
scored early in 
.the '"second 1 : 

Mikhail Shtalenkov made 24 saves 
for his second shutout of the season 
as the Edmonton Oilers beat the 
Vancouver Canucks 3-0 Sunday 
night 

Pat Falloon and Kelly Buchbeiger 
also scored for the Oilers 1 15-16-3). 

The Oilers ended a O-for-35 
power-play drought when Poti 
opened the scoring at 2:34 of the 
second period with his third goal of 
the season. It was Edmonton's first 
power-play goal since Dec. 8 in 
Nashville. 

The Oilers, who outshot the 
Canucks 34-25, are 3-0 this season 
against Vancouver. 

Avalanche 2, Flames 1 

Goal tender Craig Biliington. sub¬ 
bing for injured ftitriek Roy. made 
30 saves as the visiting Colorado 
Avalanche defeated the Calgary 
Flames. 

Adam Dead marsh and Shean 


Donovan scored for the Avalanche, 
who won for just the second rime in 
eight games (2-5-1) and maintained 
a~share of first place in the 
Northwest Division with the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

'■ ^-’Biliington, filling inJbr Roy, who, 

, gained a knee Saturday night in a 
loss to Dallas^ had a shutout until * 
Andrew Cassels scored with 29 sec¬ 
onds left in the thud period. 


Their bodies were left on board 
the boat but attempts were being 
made to recover them as soon as 
possible, rescue officials said. 

“Dad loved sailing." said Guy's 
son. Mark. "He loved the compe¬ 
tition. He also loved a beer and a 
talk after the race. Dad simply 
loved life.” British sailor Glyn 
Charles was washed off the 
Sword of Orion yacht on Sunday 
night and presumed drowned. 

Robin Poke, a spokesman for 
the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority, said it was unlikely the 
3?-Y«K-old Charles coylctsurvive r 
jdo^fhan 24 hours in tbe; wild: 

r ■ -■ 


seas. “He will be a superman if he 
makes iu" Poke said. 

Six crew- members from the 
Winston Churchill yacht were 
plucked from two life rafts late 
tonight, but three others were 
missing. 

“We are unsure about what has 
happened to the other three, it 
appears they were washed out of 
the life raft." a spokesman for the 
maritime authority said. 

Maritime spokesman David 
Gray said many other sailors had 
suffered injuries. 

"There's just many, many 
injuries on those yachts that got 
knocked down. A lot of them 
rolled over - one rolled over 
twice,” Gray said. “They really 
got pounded yesterday.”-Winston 


Churchill skipper Richard 
Winning, who was rescued off 
one of the life rafts, told of a fran¬ 
tic struggle to stay alive. 

“AfterVe got into the life raft 
and became separated from the 
others, the damned thing cap¬ 
sized twice on these great seas at 
night which is bloody frighten¬ 
ing. let me tell you." Winning 
said. 

“You have got four of us under¬ 
neath this little canopy and the 
next thing is you are upside 
down. I wouldn't wan: to hate 
spent another night out there." 

American John Campbell was 
rescued by a police helicopter 
after being swept overboard w hen, 
his yacht rolled overi Campbell 
got hypothermia aftew being m 


atss 


cold water for about 40 minutes. 

Senior Constable Barry Barclay 
dropped into large swells from a 
helicopter to rescue him 
Campbell. 

“I was definitely worried.” 
Campbell said on television. 

“There was a point I didn't 
think I was going to survive." 
American yacht Sayonara was 
narrowly ahead of last year's win¬ 
ner. Brindabella. and expected to 
cross the finish line today. 

The first recorded death in the 
race, which started in 1945. was 
in 1984 when a 72-year-old 
yachtsman was washed overboard 
and presumed drowned. 

_ .In 1989. a 58-year-old man died 
frojn.head.injuries after a gale" 
. snapped his boat sunasL n. 


Dn. Faloan 9 [Murray. HamrOO. W^TWrd 

3. EAnonWn, Buchttergar 4 (Undgran. 

4. l&W (tfmn). Penataav^waferta.Ertm 


Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Etanorton 0 21-3 

Fast Ranod-None. Second Reriod-1. Ednonwn, 
Rad 3 (McArtmond. Marchant), 2:34 (pp>. 2. 

Edmonton. Faloan 9 T. 

Period-3. 

IWrimaa). 13:14 (th-en). 

(stastww). 021: MuckaB, Ifan. major (fighting), 
15:44: Dwroreaux. Edm, major (fighting). 15:44: 
Beranek. Etan (slashing], 1835. 

Shota an gwi-Vanaxwer B-7-10-25 Edmonton 

lo-n-ia-w. 

Power-play Opportunities-Vancouver 0 of 5: 
Edma«an1o(6. 

Gofliee-Vtacouvar. Snow 11-15-3 (34 shots-31 


Stern makes ‘final’ offer 


Etanonton. StaaJenhov 10-10-2 (25-25). 


Colorado 110-2 

Calgary 0 01—1 

First Pertod-1, Colorado, Deadmareh 10 
(Kamensky. Forsbarg). 6:17 (pp). Second 
Penob-2. Colorado. Donovan 4 (Ye*e. Drury), 
18:40. Third Perkxi-a, Calgary. Caaseta 8 Puts. 
Houaley). 1931. 

Shota an aoak-Caioredo 6-10-12-28- Calgary 12- 
4-15-31. 

Power-play Opportunttfes-Colorado 1 at i; 
Calgary 0 at 4. 

GoaCes-Cotorado, BIHngUn 54-0 (31 shota-30 
eaves). 

Calgary; Giguare 0-7-1 (28-26). 



NEW YORK 
(AP) - Five 
hours of secret 
talks and a 
"final" offer 
from the com¬ 
missioner did¬ 
n't do much. 
With IK weeks 
left until the 
possible can¬ 
cellation of the 
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enure season. 
NBA owners 
and players still 
can’t make a 
® deal. 

The opposing sides held a secret 
meeting - David Stem called it an 
“attempt to salvage the season” - 
Sunday at a hotel outside Denver. 
It ended with the sides still apart 
on several key issues. 

*1 really don’t think there will be 
a season," said Jeffrey Mishkin, 
the league’s chief legal officer. 
“We’ve gone as far as we can go. 
We’re done." 

The league improved its proposal 
in several areas, and the union 
offered further restrictions on the 
salaries of the highest-paid players. 

"We advised the union that no 
funber offers will be made” Stem 


said. 

Union director Billy Hunter said 
the league was "obviously in 
gloom-and-doom mode. That’s the 
spin they want to pul on it. We 
offered a comprehensive proposal 
to the NBA.” Hunter said. 

“The NBA countered our pro¬ 
posal and we indicated to them 
that we were willing to negotiate 
further, which unfortunately they 
were unwilling to do at this 
time.” 

Despite the dire forecasts from 
the league, there remains lime to 
save the season. The league’s Board 
of Governors will meet January 7. 
and the commissioner has said he 
will recommend canceling the 
remainder of the season if no 
accord is reached by that date. 

The dispute is threatening to 
cause the first cancellation of an 
entire season for the first time in 
the history of North American pro¬ 
fessional major leagues. 

The league improved its otter in 
several areas: 

• On the percentage of revenue 
to be shared with players, the 
league moved one point to 53 per¬ 
cent in year four, 53.5^ in year 
five and 54% in year six. 

• The league agreed to keep the 


SI million exception in its current 
form, whereby ir can be used once 
every two years to exceed ihe 
salary cap to sign an additional 
player. 

• OwneTj. agreed to ine union’s 
proposed limit of a 10% escrow 
tax on player salaries in years four, 
five and six of the agreement 

• The NBA increased its pro¬ 
posed minimum and maximum 
salaries, with the biggest increases 
for players with between seven 
and nine years of experience. 

• Owners offered a 25% raise for 
players under the rookie scale who 
have their option picked up for a 
founh year. 

“Unfortunately, this was not 
enough for the players' union," 
Stem said. 

Hunter said the union moved on 
its desired percentages, asking for 
569c in year four and 575r in year 
six. 

He said the league refused to 
budge on many of its demands, 
including an end to opt-out claus¬ 
es and sign-and-rrade deals, 
changes to the group licensing 
agreement and a loss of Lurry 
Bird rights for any player traded 
during the final year of his con¬ 
tract. 


Bearcats top Dayton 
to stay unbeaten 




NCAA BASKETBALL 


46; Providence 87, No. 11 Purdue 
82; No. 19 Wisconsin 87, Fresno 
State 65: and No. 22 Syracuse 71, 
St. Bonaventure 55. 


NEW’ YORK (AP) - Cincinnati 
had just held off Dayton to remain 
unbeaten and Bob Huggins said 
those things usually reserved for 
coaches whose teams haven’t won 
much. 

"I'm trying to think of some¬ 
thing nice to say about us," he said 
Sunday after the third-ranked 
Bearcats beat Dayton 53-51 in the 
Rock-n-Roll Shootout in 
Cleveland. “We were lethargic. 
We missed 10 layups right away 
and got nothing from the bench.” 

“ft was disappointing to play so 
bad, - Cincinnati forward Ryan 
Fletcher said. “The feeling in the 
locker room was first relief and 
then a little nervousness about 
practice tomorrow. 

We’re not looking forward to it 
after the speech we just got” 

In other games involving ranked 
teams Sunday, it was: No. 4 
Maryland 104, South Carolina 
State 70: No. 8 Indiana 102, Drake 


College Basketball Top 25 

The top 25 teams m the APS men's col¬ 
lege basketball pod, with first-place votes 
in parentheses, records through 
December 27, total points based on 25 
points tor a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-piece vote and previous 
ranking: 




1. Connecticut (63) 

2. Duke (6) 

3. Cincinnati (2) 

4. Maryland 

5. Stanford 

6. Arizona 

7. Kentucky 
B. Indiana 

9. North Carolina 

10. UCLA 

11. Purdue 

12. St John's 

13. Michigan St 

14. Clemson 

15. New Mexico 

16. Minnesota 

17. Auburn 

18. Kansas 

19. Wisconsin 

20. Arkansas 

21. Iowa 

22 . Syracuse 

23. Pittsburgh 

24. Texas Christian 

25. Oklahoma St 


Record 

Pts 

Pv 

9-0 

1.783 

1 

11-1 

1.687 

2 

11-0 

1.635 

4 

13-1 

1.579 

5 

9-2 

1.460 

6 

6-0 

1,377 

8 

10-3 

1,292 

3 

12-2 

1,223 

10 

12-2 

1.124 

7 

7-2 

1.025 

12 

12-2 

968 

9 

10-2 

986 

14 

9-3 

904 

15 

11-1 

831 

16 

8-1 

695 

11 

8-1 

666 ■ 

17 

11-0 

645 

18 

8-3 

561 

13 

12-1 

505 

20 

9-2 

422 

19 

9-1 

376 

21 

6-3 

254 

22 

8-4 

200 

24 

10-2 

123 

— 

7-3 

115 

25 


NFL 

Continued from Page 20 


Knocked out of the NFC wild¬ 
card picture by Tampa Bay’s vic¬ 
tory earlier in the day, the Giants 
(8-81 finished their season by win¬ 
ning their fourth straight and fifth 
in six games. 

The Eagles (3-13) finished with 
their worst record since going 2- 
11-1 in 1972. Rhodes, named 
coach of the year in his first sea¬ 
son with the Eagles in 1995, said 
this week that he expects to be 
fired soon after the season. 


Wade Richey added field goals 
of 44, 27 and 20 yards for the 
49ers (12-4), who haven’t lost to 
the Rams since 1990, when they 
were still based in Anaheim. 


49ers 38, Rams 19 

Host San Francisco won its 17th 
straight regular-season home 
game and earned tbe right to play 
host to the Packers in their wild¬ 
card playoff game. 

Rookie R.W. McQuarters 
returned a punt 72 yards for a 
touchdown and Steve Young 
passed for two TDs and ran for 
another in San Francisco’s I7th 
straight victory over the Rams (4- 
12 ). 

It’s the second-longest win 
streak against an opponent in NFL 
history, trailing Washington’s 18- 
game ran over Detroit. 


Cowboys 23, Redskins 7 

Host Dallas became the first 
team to sweep all of its NFC East 
games in a season, defeating 
Washington behind Emmitt 
Smith's two touchdown runs, giv¬ 
ing him the NFL career record. 

Dallas finished the season 10-6 
overall and 8-0 against the NFC 
East, sweeping Washington for the 
first time since 1994. The New 
York Giants almost accomplished 
tbe eight-game sweep last season, 
but they were 7-0-1. 

Under new coach Chan Gailey, 
the Cowboys turned their record 
around from a 6-10 season that 
cost Barry Switzer his job. 

Washington had a four-game 
winning streak snapped and com¬ 
pleted the season at 6-10 under 
Norv Turner. 

Dallas will meet Arizona (9-7) 
in Texas Stadium on Saturday in a 
first-round NFC playoff game. 

Smith broke the NFL record for 
career rushing touchdowns on a 1 - 
yard run in the second quarter. A 
51 -yard pass from Troy Aikman to 
Michael Irvin set up the score, the 


124th rushing TD for Smith, 
breaking a tie with Marcus Allen. 

Smith struck again on the 
Cowboys’ next possession as he 
broke three tackles on a 26-yard 
touchdown run. 


In games reported in yesterday's 
edition: 

Buccaneers 35, Bengals 0 
Visiting Tampa Bay kept its 
playoff hopes alive by bearing the 
Bengals behind Mike AI stott’s 
career-high three TD runs. But 
they were eliminated about four 
hours later when Arizona beat San 
Diego to clinch the final NFC 
wild-card berth. 

Jets 31, Patriots 10 
Vinny Testaverde threw four 
touchdown passes as the New 
York Jets set a franchise record 
with their I2th victory. 

Falcons 38, Dolphins 16 
The Falcons enter the postsea¬ 
son with a nine-game winning 
streak. Despite the loss. Miami 
earned a home playoff game when 
New England lost to ihe Jets. 

Ravens 19, Lions 10 
Priest Holmes scored a touch¬ 
down and became the Ravens' first 
1.000-yard rusher as Baltimore (6- 
10) closed a disappointing season 
by bearing the error-prone Detroit 
Lions (5-11). 


AMERICAN 
East W L 

HI fm 12 4 
x-Hiaoi 10 6 
ic-Quffalo 10 6 
x-Jlew England 9 7 
Irafianapolb 3 13 

Centra) 

y-Jadoonville 10 5 

fcnoBwe 8 8 


CONFERENCE 
T Pet. PF 
0 .750 416 
0 .625 321 
0 *25 400 III 
0 56] 337 329 
0 .188 310 


PA 

266 

265 


Tampa Bay 1414 0 7-35 
Cincinnati 0 0 0 0-0 

First Quarter TB-Thomae 50 pass from Dtaer 
(Hutted lock), 12:29 TB-AteloB 1 run (Hosted 
taefcj. 2:46. Second Quarter TB-ASston 1 run 
(Hosted hick). M:57. TB-Antfiony 4 pass from 
Dfltef (Husted hick). 8:07 Fourth Quartan 
TB-Aisiort 3 run fHusted Wck). 020. A—59.826. 


Carolina 3 3 14 7-27 

Indtemapofia 313 3 0-19 

Car-FG Kasay 44. 7:45. Jf)d-F(3 
Vanderfr g) 22. 3.-04. Second Quarter frxf-FG 
" from 


Wae-Shapherd 6 
tacit), .«T~ 


444 


335 


Pnchurjti 

Baltimore 

Godnnui 

West 

y-Oeow 

Oakland 

Seattle 

lamas Giy 

San Diego 


7 8 
6 10 
3 13 


0 .457 371 
0 300 330 320 
0 .467 260 282 
0 J75 269 335 
0 .188 268 452 


14 2 


8 8 
7 9 
5 (( 


0 J75 SOI 309 
0 300 286 356 
0 300 372 310 
0 .438 327 363 
0 JI3 241 


Now England 0 3 0 7-10 
N.Y. Jets 3 14 7 7-31 

Fesl Quarter. NY-fG Hal 36. 621. Second 
Quarter NY-8 iady 4 pass bom Teszavexie (Hal 
klch). 7420. NY-Martwa pass from Teatawertta 
(Hal Hi*), SXS. NE-FG Water) 19. 326 ThW 
Quarter NY-Wan] v pass bom Teswwle (Hot 
KlcM. 1031. Fourth Quarter NY-KJahnsan 24 
pass from Testaverde (Hair kick). T4.55 
NE-Senmons 44 pass from Zoioh (VinaOen kichl, 
V31.A-74.3Ce. 


Wndetjagi 28. 14:58. W-Folarti 44 

12*». Car-ro Kasay 
27. as. Varrte^ 47, .01. Third Quarter 
E ar- K! tes 99 n5 * urn (Kasay Wck), 14 >40. 

5 run tKasay Hch). 833. md-FG 
Vandwjagt 42. 1:02. Fourth Quarter CaMsmatl 5 
pass from Bsueifefc (Kasay kick). 3:16. A-58.182. 

Detroit 
Baltimore 


fresn T.Green (Blanchard 
“7 Dal-E-Smith 1 rut 
DaF-E.Smith 26 run 
QaJ-FG Cunrtat^am 

72: 01. Da *- FQ Crated * 


0 3 0 7-10 
9 7 0 3-19 


firs L < 7^ a 2 8r - Bal-Sately. Bobefts holding m end 
"l (Slower kk£). 5:40. 


M2 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East W l T Pet PF PA 
y-Oahas 10 6 0 325 381 275 

x-Arimna 9 7 0 Jtf 325 378 

N.l Gants 8 8 0 5Q0 287 309 

Washington 6 10 0 375 319 421 

PMaWpto 3 13 0 .188 161 344 

Central 

y-i&gKsoa 15 l Q .938 556 296 

x-Gntfiify II 5 0 .688 408 319 

Tunpslty 8 8 0 300 314 295 

Oeotrii 5 II 0 JI3 306 378 

Owaeo 4 12 0 250 276 368 

West 

14 2 0 .875 442 289 

x-Sanfrarasa 12 4 0 .750 479 328 

NewOrfans 6 10 0 J75 305 359 

Carolina 4 12 0 250 336 413 

St tins 4 12 ft 250 2fiS }J8 

x-cfindied playoff berth 
y-c)inched division tide 
Laa right Prttshurgfi a JadMtivjllt 


Warm 0 6 10 0-16 

Atlanta 21 3 14 0-39 

Fir* Quarter Ad-Sarmego 62 pass horn 
Ctantle* (Andersen lodti. 14:36 Ad-Smtago 3 
pass from Chandler (Andersen kick). 1J:08 
M-Brarmid 11 rtercepten tmm (Ander&en tack), 
i .00 Second Quarter Mia-McOrfie 12 pass from 
Marino (kttc fated), Has. AS-FG Andersen 35. 
4 47. Third O loner Art-Martin 35 pass from 
Defcra (Andereai tack). 14.09 AB-Aifiwson 36 
12i4.hfo-Mamo3njn(Mam 
tack). ft04. Mta-FG Mare 26.155. A-69.754 


8 12 . BaHjpimw 1 run 
&awnd Quarter. Bal-Pwia 11 pass Jroro HartMugh 
(atwerteckj. 5:44. De7~FG Hanson X, 3a Founh 
Ouaner Der-Sehtesinger 8 pass ham Retch 
wjn tackj. 1325. SaJ-FQ Slow 30. 5.-03. 
0,045. 


Sesttto 7 0 014—21 

Denver 0 14 7 7-28 

Quarter Sea-Vtedefs4 run (Peterson kkJd, 
I? 6 ’ S f5* ld Sorter Oen-RSmtti 33 pass tam 
Eh*ay lEtam tack). 1025. Dm-Siarpe 17 pass 
hwn Bray (Elam tack). 101. Third Quarter 
^ Bray (Bam kck), 826. 

Fmirth Quarter Den-Sharpe 1 pass from Efaw 
Elam tack), 11:45.Sea-Pritdani Tpras tom Kftta 
Prtareon fade). 559. Saa-May 1 p^temWaSra 
(PWereon tack), 132.A-74XJ57. 


SATURDAY’S BOX SCORES 
Mmwsata 2 6 15 3-26 

310 3 0-16 

RrstOianw: Mfa-5fafa*v McNair tax*** 
1&S5. Ten-FQ Del Greco 
Anderson 39. 

i , ’ 5 2^5‘Ir FG De * Greco 33, ltt22.Tan-Geoige2 

ftjgajs gsra sfia 

tack), 1:ffl. Fourth 

Ouarter Mfa-PG Anttason 3B, 1:10. A-41.G1. 

K«»ra Chy 0 717 7-31 

§**4 14 o 3 7-24 

& SZStt****# * 
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hour, bom Capers of . Carolina, 
Dave Wanustedi of Chicago.Ted ‘ 
Marchibroda of Baltimore and Ray 
Rhodes of Philadelphia were fired, v 
beginning what looks to be a postal 
season of NFL coaching casualties. 

Capers and Rhodes, both framer 
coaches of the year, have already 
been mentioned for vacancies. 
Capers is a candidate for tbe open¬ 
ings in Philadelphiaand Baltimore, 
and Rhodes is a candidate in Green 
Bay, where Mike Holmgren has the 
option of getting out of his contract 
for a coach-general manager posi¬ 
tion elsewhere. 

The biggest siaprise may have 
been Wannstedt's dismissal in 
Chicago, even though he finished 
4-12 for the second straight’year. 
His team played hard every week 
and even owner Mike McCaskey 
conceded that the team’s talent 
level was lower than needed to 
compete in the US Nation:® 
Football League. - 

“This is a very disappointing day 
for me and my family” Wannstedt 
said at a news conference with 
McCaskey. “I do respect his deci¬ 
sion for making what he feels is the 
best decision for the organization.” •' 

Wannstedt acknowledged that a 
number of mistakes in drafting and 
signing free agents were made dur¬ 
ing his tenure. 

Capers, the only coach the - 
Panthers have had in their four sea¬ 
sons. was fired two seasons after 
taking the team to the NFC cham¬ 
pionship game in its second year. 
But Carolina finished 7-9 last year 
and 4-12 this season as it fell apart 
on the field and within tire locker 
room. 

Rhodes also lasted four years, Aj 
taking the Eagles to the playoffs in - 
his first two. But he fought with the 
front office from the start and this 
. season the team collapsed, falling 
io’.,3.-JL3 wjtfTdie worst oflens^in 
-tbedeagu^ -j'c 


A 


guttata 21 7 314-45 

New Orleans 014 7 12-33 
.. ^ 1 iui fChrtSta tack). 

Bul-Mouite e* pass hum RJohnson 
Chrertie kidt). 12:06. Buf-flJohnsoo 13 run 
(Chria« taefc). 6:13. Second Ouaner. BuV-GaSh 1 
pate Irom RJohnson (Christie lock). 12:15. 
NO-tovfc 1 run (Brfan Wck), 630 NO-Ctealavi s 
KBStomToRter (Brwn kk*j. 1 ;56. TWirf Quarter 
Biri-FG Curtate 35. 7:1& NQ-Bach 10 pass Irom 
JtararJBriai tack), im Founh Ouaner 
BuM-tahreor> 23 pass tram RJohnson iChnste 
ta*I, (M-ljnton 6 «vn (Chnsbe tackt. 6.3© 
NO-Cravw 11 rui (pass Med). 1.57. NO-Bech 72 
pass from Tortwar (pass (ailed). 1:44. A-39.707 


SL Louis 7 0 0 12-19 

San Francisco 3 7 1810-33 

»#5] s, . ( ?5 r ? ar ;, 5 « - ^S 0 !iL 51,359 fr0fT ' Bono 


vtfitoS 1 <nS?^L9 a ^~ T - Bwwn w pass from 
.*“*)■ Baa Qata-Jordan 10 nil 

£^9®*P»teldck). 9:17.KC-Gofuatez20 pass 

^ G*bc tSh^rawleh kidg, A-52^m 



Groan Bey 


First 
return [Longwell 
Irom Slensirom 
Ouaner: CH-FG 
GB-Freeman 8 
6:19 Ctv-FG 
GS-FG 


706 3-16 
7 3 3 0-13 

G8 McKenzie 33 ffU^rceprton 
Utkl. 7:67. CW-AJten 
ktawr Wkl. as. Second 
Jaeger 29 .354 Thin Quarts 
pass (ram Fawe (frJcK tailedi. 
"" !c 21. 229 Fourth QuarJOf 
'■ >49 A-58 3P3. 


(Richey iuv«r. i «.<«. miro uuanar: SF-FO 
^**7 201 , . Q:3a -SF-McQuartsra 72 punt return 
from Vo “»9>- MS. »-Ybur« w run 
(Richey tack). 3:41. Fourth Ouaner. sh-Las 25 
pax from Bono (WlKyrs kick). 13:4a SF-FQ 
RWiev «. 7:09. Stt.-ProsM 1? pees from Bono 
tpax toted), s.15. SF-Ovwns 24 S (SS 

Young (REhay kick], 3:38. A-66.3B6. 

Sw Diego 0 3 0 10-13 

7 3 3 3-« 

, Quarter An-Munell 4 ran {Jacks kick). 
5.14 Second Quarter. An-FC Jrcto 3? isiS 
SD-FG Cantev 31. ^ 

i**®.*■ Quarter. SD-f=G Camey 

30 from Whao£r£ 
■i® Ar >-H3 JackB 52. :00. A-71^70 


Washington 7 0 0 0-7 

Oaltart 3T7 0 3-23 

Firci Ouirtcr Daf-FG Cmnngham 34. 8-33 
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CRITICS’ CHOICE 



CLASSICAL MUSIC 

Michael Ajzenstadt 
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Haifa music lovers will enjoy Itzhak Perlman 
leading the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra in the 
overture to Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro and the 
Tchaikovsky String Serenade. He’ll also play the 
solo part in the Second Romance for Violin by 
Beethoven and in Mozart’s Adagio and Rondo 
for Violin and Orchestra. The violinist’s daugh¬ 
ter, Nava Perlman, plays Beethoven's Third 
Piano Concerto tonight at the Haifa Auditorium 
at 8;30,. 

Harvey Bordowitz leads his Herzliya Chamber 
Orchestra in an all-Mozart program — the 
Overture to II Re Pastore, the Masonic Funeral 
Music, the very popular 40th Symphony and the 
even more popular Sinfonia Concertante for 
Violin and Viola. Soloists are Zinovy Kaplan and 
Avraham Levental. The performance is tonight at 
8:30 at the Heichal Hatarbut in Netanya, and 
January 5 and 9 at the Hetzliya Museum. 

Musica Nova presents an open-stage concert 
featuring the works of young and upcoming 
Israeli composers Nurit Yugend, Marcel 
Goldman, Arie Ben-Knaz and Alexander 
Pachniyuk- Today at 3 p.m. at the Diaspora 
Museum in Tel Aviv. Admission free. 

Doran Solomon leads the Ra'anana 
Symphonette in its lighthearted end-of-the-year 
concert in which soprano Efrat Rotem and tenor 
Yevgeny Shapovalov are the soloists in waltzes 
and other popular light-music numbers. Tonight, 
tomorrow and Thursday at Yad Labanim in 
Ra'anana at 9 p.m. 

Daniel Hexter presents a masterclass for 
pianists today (5-10 p.m.) at the Israel Music 
Conservatory in Tel Aviv. 

Czech pianist Raduslav Kvapil presents a 
I , recital of Czech piano music tonight at the Rubin 

• ki Academy of Music at the Tel Aviv University at 

• 8:30. 





Nava Perlman plays with her famous dad. 

ENGLISH THEATER 

Helen Kaye 


The energetic Hadassah Center Stage Theater 
of Jerusalem presents a Neil Simon comedy, 
Jake's Women, directed by Kate Brody. Jake is a 
writer who conjures up images of the women in 
his life to help him resolve his life's puzzles. Like 
all of Simon, laughter and tears mix. At the the¬ 
ater tonight at 8:30. Tomorrow and Thursday at 8 
p.m. Info: (02) 561-9165. 


RADIO 


■p Davioa 


T: 

■ I : Lillr it 


■VOICE OF UUStC 

&0S ZafaeiiThe Mazurka lor Harp; 
Sarasate: Caprice Basque; Pagaifti 
VSoSr Concerto no 5 
7317 Mendelssohn: variations 
Conoertante far Ceto and Plano op 
17; Beethoven: Piano Sonata no 4 op 
7; Handel: Aria from The Messiah 
K05 Mozart Charubinofe aria from 
The Marriage of Figaro/Serenade 
no 10 "Gran Partita 5 
9d)5 Bacft Engfish State no 1 h A; 
Purcel: Orchestral Suite from The 
Fairy Queen; Haydn: Pfeno Sonata in 
C Hob. 16; Beethoven: String Quartet 
l Mahler Das Lied von dar 

* t2d)0 Light Classical-famous 
romances by Beethoven, Bruch, 
Mozart. Sctimann, Thomas, 

Grainger, Dvorak, Stosfteoucti and 
LaaztoRot 

Z&00 Artist of the Week-Gidon 
Kremar. vfotn. Schubert Fantasy in 
C for Vidn and Piano; Part Fishes It 
far \AoEn and Piano (Keffii Jarett) 
WS)6 Mrafc from Far and Near 
15.1W From foe Reconing Studro 
Daniel Hoarier, piano / Manachem 
Broyer, vfofri /Zvi Harei, ceftx 
Beethoven: Trio in E flat op 70S; 


Brahms: Trio in C mkur op 101 
1&00 Ear on the Pulse 
1&05 New CDs -Telemann: Cantota; 
Anonio Cariqe da Saisha: 2 
Harpsichord Sonatas Mozart 
Symphony no 13 K112; Schunanrc 
Pfano Quntet cp 44; Dvorak: 
Symphony no 7 op 70 
2M5 Ftihich: Christmas Mass; 
Fkrffk Christmas Cantata; Christmas 
rixisic from the Utrecht Museum 
2ZrtJ0 SotfKfe from Around the World 

■ RADIOWEST 

CNN news on the hour fbflowed by 
Radio WEST local news 
BdIO Montino DrivB with David Siarck 
(until 9D0) 

7:45 Sports Update 
6:08 Lions Trust F inancial Update 
MM Momfrn Brunch wfeh Sharon 
Wagner (untin2O0) 

12M Premium Tine with Centurion 
Insurance 

13:00 Memory Lane wlh Rebecca E 
14:00 M&Ms Pick W Mb 
16:00 Afternoon Drive with Mke 
Reinis (until 19U0) 

17:45 Sports Update 
Uk00 Moondanca with Donna 
Abraham-Meflow Rock 


21:00 One on One with Barbara 
Diamond 

22TO0 West Rode with Mchal Cohen 
1:00 Late Night Music 

■ BBC WORLD SERVICE 

&00 The World Today 
&30 Insight 

&45 Off me Shef: Cotomtoe 

7:00 The Wort* Today 

7^0 Outlook 

735 Take Five A 

8U0 The Worid Today 

830 Discovery 

BUO The World Today 

930 WorldNews 

9:15 Off the Sheft Cotanha 

930 Planet 2000 

1030 World News 

10:10 Ptose for Thought 

10:15 The Music Party 

1130 Worid News 

ft 35 World Business Report 

tt:15 Small Worlds 

1130 Plays In Focus: The Glass 


Tl 35 Sports Roundup 
tfcOONewsdesk 
1230 On Screen 
1330Newsdosk 
1330 Watershed 


1430 Worid News 
1435 Wbrid Busfriess Report 
14:15 Britain Today 
1430 Heatti Matters 
14:45 Sports Roundip 
1530 Newshour 
1630 World News 
1535 Outlook 
1630 Mukitreck: Hit List 
1730 World News 
1735 Sports Roundup 
17:15 Westway 

1730The Greenfield Cdladian 

1830 Worid News 

1&15 Seeing Store 

1830 insight 

1&45 Britain Today 

1930 Europe Today 

1930 Worid Business Report 

19:45 Sports Roundup 

ZfcOO Newsdesk 

2030 One Planet 

2130 News Sunmary 

2131 Outlook 

2135 Pause ForThought 
2130 Megamix 
2230 Newshour 
2330Worid News 
2335 Wbrid Business Report 
23:15 Britain Today 
2330 Merttan (Live) 

0030 Newsdesk 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 


■%, 


ACROSS 

1 Recoil now that the 
milder weather has 
returned? (6,4) 

6 In a dreadful state (4) 

10 Set sail without a 
meal (5) 

11A lady to suit you? (9) 

12 Gurgling sound from 
southern queen by the 
Spanish church (7) 

13 Dog's tip (7) 

14The colour of Ireland? 
(7.5) 

IS Stop, ended confusion 
about engineers when 
it was seized for mili¬ 
tary use (12) 

21 Turn round and rue 
disastrous upbring¬ 
ing! (7) 


23Justification for a 
poor specimen (7). 

24Fragmentaiy bit of 10 
(9) 

25After a short attempt,, 
has to remove the 
rubbish (5) 

26Seat made out of bris¬ 
tle (4) 

27Some defence used to 
tie a game (10) 

DOWN 

. 1 Some soda-water pro¬ 
duces a sensation (6) 

2 Exit hurriedly when 
dismissed (3,3) 

3 All-out order for pints 
(2.4,8) 

4 Ruined beer, Dutch 
variety (9) 



5 Companion with little 
devil, the little mon¬ 
key (5) 

7 One who gets to grips 
with his opponents (8) 

8 Asking Des, before 
one, to make a call (8) 

9 One who is not still in 
journalism (6,8) 

15 Willingly permit it to 
remain unploughed (3,6) 

16Soundly breaks the 
spirit (3) 

17 Suddenly appearing 
to be swallowed up in 
otorhinolaryngology 
shortly (8) 

19 Boy following Cath¬ 
erine Tudor (6) 

20 Fruity content of 
Caerphilly cheese (6) 

22 Chieftain alwavs going 
round Middle East (5) 


SOLUTIONS 


SHSnaSBE SHSEQfl 

a □ ffl 0 SEE 
BS0QG3OSO ansoas 

EHaoncjam 
saassaaciB saann 
mo & ui a e n 
anas □□hesbh 
[a □ d SHE. 

□BanOBE SHOD 
S B D l*j 0 0 

0BDCQ EQ0SG1EG0B 

□□anas amasanns 
□ SB m b a 0 
Honnsm BBnmQBEB 


Yesterday's Quick Sofutfon 
ACROSS: 1 County, 4 Dover; 8 
Caper, 9 Ecs famn . 10 Ebrate, 11 

Yeti, 12 Fat 14 Knee, IS Rich, 38 
New, 21 Load, 23 Roaamce,£5Scai> 
fet, 26 Ovate, 27 Yield, 28 Kennel 

DOWN: l Caches, 2 Umpteen, 3 
Threaten, 4 Dusk, 5 Verse, 6 
Remain, 7 Brief, 13 Trombone, 
16 Contain, 17 Glossy, 19 Write, 
20 Reveal, 22 Amaze, 24 Clad. 


QUICK CROSSWORD 


1 Firmly fixes 






> *4 
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■ m m u 


ACROSS 

Firmly: 
ship (7) 

5 Not at home (4) 

7 Late (5) 

8 As a result of 
this (6) 

10 Strong wind (4) 

11 Estate (8) 

IS Bareness (6) 

14 Promise (6) 

17 Shell fragments 

19 Maple genus (4) 
21 Abundance (6) 
22Brute (anas.) (5) 
2SWay out (4) 

24 Dim (7) 


DOWN 

1 Hostility (10) 

2 Coagulated (7) 

3 African 

antelope (4) 

4 Globe (6) 

5 Suddenly (8) 

6 Cautionary 
light (5) 

9 Keyboard 
machine (10) 

12 Hurry! (4,2,2) 
15 Unit of sound 

(7) 

16East African (6) 
18 Take it easy (5) 
20 Cot (4) 


■ CHANNEL 1 (11) 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 

630 News flash 

631 News in Arabic 
&45 Good Morning Israel 

■ EDUCATIONAL TV 

830 Computer Sciences 
830 Art Workshop 
930 Matter of Taste 
930 Famiy Bond 
1030 Programs for the very 

Sh 

1135 Social 
1255 Literature 
1330 Hanrft Room 

■ CHANNEL 1 

1530 Heartbreak Kgh 
16:15 9 and Liy 
1630 Garden Party 
1639 A New evening 
1735 .Ue Bat 
18:15 News in EngSsh 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 
1830 Apropo 
1330 News in Arabic 

HEBREW PROGRAMS 
1930 Qaric, Pepper and 
OVwa CM (rat) 

2030 News HeacSnes 
20:10 WHhMeni 

2130 News 

2130 Weekly Lotto Drew 
2135 Docu-Medra 
22:10 The True Story: 
Mediae) and Rdbol - docu¬ 
mentary about Jliius and 
Ethel Rosenberg, wtw were 
executed ki America in 
1953 for passing on secrets 
dnut the US atomic pro¬ 
gram to foe Soviets. 

23:10 Grace Under Fire 
2330 News 
0030Vhree of foe Day 

■ CHANNEL 2 (22) 

5:45 Today's programs 
535 Song for the Day 
630 Animation 
630 Oscar and Friends 
6:43 Reehel in foe Morning 
930 Jude Morning 
1030 Notional Geographic 
1130 LA Fame 
1230 Animal Stories 
1230 Dad On Parole 
13:00 ZomM 
1330 Ghost Writer 
1430 Home andi 
1430 News tor tour i 
1530 Dream On Ybu 
1530 Popeye and Son 
1630The Bold and the 


Mother 

1930 News Headfetes 
t9!35 So rte 

2030 What Would Ibu Do? 
2030 Draw's Gold 
21:15 Mu and Vbur Car 
2130 Video Break 
2230 News In EngSsh 
2230 Movie 

■ MIDDLE EASTTV 

SEmed) 

730 Keeping Rl 
7307000* 

B30 TV Shopprig 
1530 Beethoven 
1530 The WhSe Fang 
1630 Woody Woodpecter 
17:00 700 Club 
1730 Arabic Wteid News 
1630 American Fbotbsfl 
2130 Live EngSsh League 
Soccer-Manchester vs 


0030 TV Shopprig 
230 700 dub 


■ !TV3{33) 

1630 Dictator 
1730Tetek8SSef 
1830 The Tempest 
1930 News ri Arabic 
1930 Entertainment Now 
2030 Travefing Gourmet 
2030 Showcase 
2130 News 
2130 The Grand 
2230 Joe Coder-ri con¬ 
cert in Germaiv 
2320 Hollywood Leafing 
MenandLadse 

■ ETV2 (23) 

1530 Lite Skis 
1830 Al People 
1630 The Negev 
1730 Data Bank 
1730 Sciences 
1730 Nature 
1830 Famiy Abum 
1830 Bfitz on Cartoons 
1930 Computer Sciences 
1930 Minor 
2030 New Evening 
2030 Designs 
2035 UttteSto Country 
2130 Muses: Homecontng 
-BBCdocumented about 
foe return of Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn to Russia 
2230 In foe Heat of (to 
Night 

2245 Lfle and Tines of 
Lord Mounfoatten 

■ CHANNEL 3 

730 Good Evening wih 
Guy Pines (rot) 

730 Love StetyvrifoVbesi 


■ MOVE CHANNEL (4) 

IT 30 Shtfierecf Famiy 
(1993)-a boy from e bro¬ 
ken home is placed in a 
foster home and experi¬ 
ences warmth end love tor 
foe fire! time. When his par¬ 
ents ward tan back ha 
fighes a tegal baffle for Hs 
right» choose a tanfly 
WBh Richard Crema and 
nteaPteiman 

1335 The Company She 
Keeps (1950)-a female 
ex-con trios to go strakfot 
wtfle mating a pfay far foe 
bqrfriend of nerpwde offi- 
oetWHi Lizabeft Scott, 
Jane Greet and Dennis 
O'Keefe 

1435 A Dangerous Aft* 
(1994)-a successful 
woman is stated by the 
man she is trying to break 
ip with. WBi Connie 
Seflecca aid Gregory 
Hamson 

1630 The Secret Agent 

CUr (1996)-action ihrfBer 
with HJt Hogan as a 
secret agot working under¬ 
cover as a bumUng toy 
salesman. With Lestey- 
Anna Down 

1830 iOd Cop (1996) - a 
teenager uses his nteural 
sfeiAng talents to salve a 
series to robberies. With 
Jeremy LeUofl 
1935 Loyal Opposition 
(1998) - a general gone 
mad kkkiaps the preeident 
and plans to start a nudear 
wac WWh Corbin Bemsen, 
Ltayd Bochnec Mdc 
Manaisoand Joan Van Ark 
21:10 Sentinel-action 
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1630 Street Corner 
1730 Five with Suker* 
1730Third n 
Entertainment 
18:00 POpaye 
•».■« Wper 
1930 The Mossad 
2030 News 
2030 Focus 
2230 Hot Afehal 
23.15 NWit Bkd 
0030 News 

0035 Mgftt Bird-conkL 
0035SmalCirdB 
13S Mesion hnpossfofe 
225 Bom the Concert Had 
-\twng IPO plays 
Tctralcwsk/s Symphony 
No. 5 

3:15 Song for the Day 

■ JORDAN TV (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

1530 Holy Koran 
15:10 The Gtedylramriy 
1530 Banana Pyjama 
1630 Life Dcdsons 
1630 Discussion I 
1730 Mothare inf 
1830 Helena's Eyes 
1930 La Journal 
B: 15 Step Father, Step 


830 Celeste 

930 One LHa to Live 

9^45 The Ybung and the 


1030 Dan of Our Lives 
tlrtSAngafe Don't Cry 
1230 Barratry Jones 
IfeKDaflas 
1330Newsrado 
1430 Bewitched 
1435IDrea(nof Jeorrie 
1430 Days of Our Lives 
1535 Judge Judy 
1630 Angels Don’t Cry 
16*5 Ore Lfe To Uve 
17:30 Rader 
1830 Good Evening with 
Guy Pines 

1830 Local Broadcast 
1830 The \buig and foe 
Restless 

1930 Melrose Place 
2035 Friends 
2030 Beverly HRs 90210 
2136 Dreams of Youth 
2230 YUr Lapid lire at 10 
2230 Seinfeld (rpt) 

2330 FSdd Lake 
23:45 Good Evenng with 
Guy Pros (rot) 

0tM5Lany Sanders Show 
0035 Sik SteHngs 
135 North 0160 


2230 The Immortals (1995) 

- s ciafly nightcUt owner 
sends a ffoup of smal-flme 
ertninafs to comnit hefcZs 
across the cay When they 
return they team they have 
robbed tha Mafia and their 
days are numbered. WBi 
Tony Curtis, Eric Roberts, 
Joe PantofiaruandTia 
Canere 

2330 Sealed vrifo a Kiss 
(i9S6)-Mferaboiaa 
pokeman who bias to cap¬ 
ture a female serial titer of 
msa WBi NU( Mancusa 
C. Thomas Homeland Lisa 
Howard 

1:10 Deadly Heroes (1993) 

- A marine officer seb out 
to Hrerete his wife from a 
group of terrorists. WBi 
Jean Vincent and Mfohaal 
Pate 

255 Chapter Perfect (1996, 
87 mfos.) -two writers work¬ 
ing together on a murder 
mystery receive Mm from 

areafidtor 

■ CffLDOEN (6) 

630 Cartoons 
836 SSmba, Jungle King 
835 Lfltie Mouse on foe 
Prafrie 
935 Uimal 
935 The Smurfs 
1030 Nn|a turtles 
1035 SL^erman 
1135 Rater Ran and flie 
Pirates 

1130 Sam and Max 
12301 
1330 NIs 

1330 Srrba, Jungle Kng 
M30Oakey Doky 
1450 Snorts 

1435 Mozart and the Gang 
1535 The Smurfs 
1535 Mnja Turtles 
1635 Superman 
1635 ftnar Pan and the 
Pirates 

1730 Noth Newt 
1730 Bandana Brenda- 
vrifo Dana Dvorin 
18:05 Tates offoe Soufo 
Seas 

1930Moesha 
1930Famiy Matters 


1955 Married with Chficken 
2030 The Fresh Rince of 
Bel Air 

20:40 Ft3 House 
21:10 Lois and Cterk 

■ SECOND SHOWING (6) 

2230 Lxwe Songs (French, 
t993)-abteexual rock 
stnger has an affair with a 
successful stage drector on 
the rebound from a bad 
marriage. Wflh Catherire 
Deneuve, Christopher 
Lambert, Nick Mancuso 
Hnd Jacques Fterrin 
23:45 The Left-Handed 
Gur (1968,97 mins.) - 
Arthur Fsraft fast feature 
fflm, a psycholoajcaf porbafl 
of tf» career of Western 
nritawBOytheKklWifo 
Paul Newman, Utalifian 

and John Dehner 


630 
bom: 

630 hw 
the Groupie (r 
830 Mebopofa, part 3 
930Lifeinthe\blican 
1030 Ektojuhani 
Raubvaarx GBt of the Magi 


is sate nuclear energy pos¬ 
sible? 

2220 Possums (see 1030) 
2230 Beyond 2000 frpt) 
2330 open IWvasly: A-Z 
of Wagnar, Personal 
Finance; MforB of Chemisfry 

■ STAR WORLD (18rt5) 

630 Chicago Hope 
730 Optehwrtey Show 
nwrn Santa Brabara 
930 The Bold and the 



1050 Bruckner Symphony 
Na3(rpfl 

tl 35 A Fork vi foe Road: 


1235 Meerkats Divided 
1330 Beyond 2000 
1335 The Dying Rooms 
14:10 On foe Brelc 
Doomsdw, part 2 (rot) 

1535 world Discoveries 
15^0 School Colours- 
about a Canadian school 
with racial tensions 
1635 Cousteau: Secret 
Societies of Dolphins and 
Whales 

1730 Open University: 
Cycles of Lie; 
Understandfog Human 
Comnurvcatfons; Street 
Animals; TV aid the 
Prostdoncy 

1930 Praams, Tales of. foe. 
Unexpected 
1930 Beyond 2000 
1935 Behind foe Lab Door 
-on animal experimerta- 
tfon 

2130 Eight on Eght with 
Yfeef Dan: Fear of Islam 
2130 The Friendly Atom - 


MOVIES 


930 Simply DeScfous: 

France ana Italy 
1030 Snowy Freer, The 
McGregor Saga 
1130 Jack Hanna* Animal 
Adventures 
fl 30 Small Wonder 
1230 The BrittesEmpve 
1230 Worid News 
1330 Asia News & Wbrid 
Business Report 
1330 Home Improvement 
1430 LA Heat 
1530 The Pretender 
1630 NYPD Blue 
1730 The Bold and the 

RpaiirtfiV 

1730 Homs Improvement 
1830 LA Heat 
1930 The Pretender 
2030 NYPD Blue 
2130 Home Improvement 
2130 Neuihart 
2230 Tha Brflbs Empire 
2230 The Bold and foe 
BeauSul 

2330 The Wander Yaare 
2330 Ml Belvedere 
0030 Aerobics Oz Style 
0030 World News 
130 Horne Inprovement 
130 Canted Camara 
230 Jack Hamafe Arena! 
Adventures 

230 The Briltes Empire 

■ NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC (19) 

630 WbnderU World of 


7S 

1330 late of foe I 
1430 The SurvnotatrpQ 
1530 Jerusalem: Winn 
These Wafls (rpt) ‘ 

1630 Predators: Tigers of 
foe Snow (rpt) 

1730 Tsutamc Ofer Wavs 
1830 Wonderful World of 


rale of foe Crayfish 
2030 New C) ii par trees 


2130 Quest for Atocha - a 
w-yeapolcf tools tor foe 
wreck of a Spanish gaBeon 
2230 Tribal WanicrS: 
Amazon, the InvWbte 
People - Ecuadorean 
tribe battles for its right to 
its land 

2330 Moving Giants- 
Nepalese Rrenos 
2330 Seefion Summer 
0030 The Soviet Circus 
130 Kangaroo Comeback 
230 New ChJmp&Bees 

■ BBC WORLD (13714) 

News on the hour 
630 USA Direct (rpt) 

730Wbrid Review 98 
830 The Bfo Catch: Marin 
930 Hard Talk (rpt) 

1030 Worid Review 98 
1130 Hard Taft (rpt) 

1230 Earth Report (rpt) 
1330 The Wbrid Today 
1430 VWU Wbrid: Ibeta. 
Land of Shfnfog Writer 
1530 The World Tbday 
1630 Hofetay (rpt) 

1730 Hard Talk 
1830 Wheels 
1930The Big Catch (rpt) 
2030 The mrfd Today 
2130 Hard Taft (reft 
2230 Wbrid Review 38 
23:10 Wbrid Business 
2330 The Net 
00:10 Europe Direct 
130 Worid News and 
Buniess Report 
135 Asia Today (rpt) 

230 The Bfe Cfofoh (rpt) 

■ CNN INTERNATIONAL 
(12) 

News thraughout the day 
6M5 American Edition 
630 Wbrid Report 
730 CNN This Morning 
730lnsigW 

830 CNN This Morning 
830MoneyBne 
930 CfrMThb Morning 
930World Sport 
1030 CNN This Morning 
1030 Showbiz Today 
1130 LaoyKmg tot) 

1230 World Sport L 
1330 Anfertdan EdWSrl 
13:45 Wbrid Reporf As 
They See It 

Mdn Digital Jam 

15rt5 New & Business Asia 
1630 Showbiz Today 
1730 Wbrid Sport 
1830 Wbrid Beat 


1930 Lany King Live 
2035 American Edition 
2130 Work) Busness 
Tbday 

2230 QLAwlfoFfe Khan 
2330 News Europe 
23301 
00301 
0030 Worid Sport 
130 World View 
130 Moneyfine Newshour 
230 Showtez Today 

■ SKY NEWS (WO) 

News on the hour 
630 CBS Everting News 
730 The Book Show 
830 Sunrise 
1230 Star World News 
1330 AKJ Nghlfine 
1530 Ybar in Review: 
Soccer 

1630 Ybar in Review: 
Showbiz 

1730 Yfeer in Review: 
RaBics 

1830 Sky World News 
1930 Live at Fiw 
21:30 SportsSne 
2230 Yterin Review: 
Ireland 

2330 Sky World News 
0030 Rime lew 
230 CBS Everting News 

■ CHANNEL 5 

630 Bodes in Motion 
1630 Bodes hi Motion 
1630 English League 
Soccer (tpf) 

1830 Israel Golf 
Ch am pionship 
1830National Handbal 
League 

1930 Sports News 
2030College Basksfbal 
2130 German League 
Soccer 

2330 International Journal 

■ EUROSPORT (15fl6) 

930 Xttem Sports (rpt) 
1130 Alpine Stone 
1330 Live Alpine Skiing 
1430 Soccer (rpt) 

15*0 Motosports 
1630 ih afotorr J ; : ' . '. ‘ 

1730 Afore Strung 
1830 SM. 

203DMoutiainl 
2130 Aerobics 
2230 Combat Sports 
2330 Soccer (rpt) 

•-Franca’ 


130 Soccer- 


1*98 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE The Mask of Zorro 
5 • Teprema 7:30 • In The Realm of 
tha Senses 9:30 • The Match Factory 
Girt 9:45 G-G- GIL Jerusalem Mall 
(Maiha) » 6788448 Practical 

, Magte°°The Truman Show 4:45, 7:15, 
10 • ANTZcoRonlnooSIkflng Doors 4:45, 
7:15,10 -The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15.10 

• Saving Private Ryan 6,0:30 -The Big 
LebowsJdi 10 • Small Soldiers 4:45, 
7:15 

JERUSALEM THEATER Washington 
Square 7, 9:30 • Character (Dutch, 
Hebrew subtitles) 9:30 RAV CHEN 1- 
7 » 6792799 Credit Card 

Reservations * 0794477 Ftav-Mecher 
Building, 19 Ha’oman St, Talpiot 
Rounders-Studio 54 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
Life Is Beautiful-Snake Eyas 5, 7:30, 
9:45 • There’s Something About 
MaryooHofy Man 5, 7:30, 9:45 • Next 
Stop Wonderland 5, 7:30, 9:45 
MEVASSERET ZION G.G. GIL * 
5700868 The Truman Show 4:45, 7:15, 

10 • Sliding Doors 4:45, 7:15, 10 
SMADAR tr 5618168 Girls Evening 5, 
7:30, 10 

TEL AVIV 

DtZENGOFP Sliding Doors 11 a.m„ 1, 
3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 > Washington 
Square 11 a.m.. 1. 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 

• Character (Dutch, Hebrew subtitles) 

11 am. 1, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 GAT 
rr6967888 Life Is Beautiful 2:30, 5, 
7:30. 9:45 GLOBUS «6081130/1 
Practical Magic»ANTZ 11:30 a.m.. 2, 
5, 7:30, 10 * RanlnecThe Truman 
Show 11:30 am., 2, 5, 7:30, 10 ■The 
Negotiator 11:30 am, 2, 4:30, 7:15, 
10 • Saving Private Ryan 11:30 am, 
2:30, 6, 9:30 • Small Soldiers 11:30 
am., 2, 5, 7:30 • The Big Lebowski 
7:30. 10 • Paulie 11:30 am, 2, 5 
G.G. HOD 1-4 v 5226226 Hod 
Passage, 101 Dizengoff SL 
Ronin°°The TVuman Show 5, 7:30, 10 

• The Big Lebowski 5, 7:30, 10 • 

Saving Private Ryan 6, 9:30 LEV 
**5288286 Girls’ Evening 11 a.m., 
1:45,5,7:30,9:45 *The Dream Life of 
Angels ri am, 1:30, 4:45, 7:30,10 • 
Hana-BI 11:15 a.m., 2, 5, 7:30, 9:45 ■ 
Sweet Hereafter 11:30 am, 2, 10 * 
Night Train 7:30 • Superboy 5 LEV 
AwV *6417148 Girls Evening -The 
Dream Life of Angels 5, 7:30, 10 • 
Nights of Cablria-Sweet Hereafter 
10 • Hana-BI 5, 7:30, 9:45 • A Price 
Above Rubles 5, 7:30 • A Polish 
Bride 7:30 • Superboy 5 UMOR 
*6968084 Shall We Dance 6 • In the 
Realm of the Senses 8 - As Good As 
It Gets 9:45 • Mulan (Hebrew dia¬ 
logue) 4:30 G-G- PE'ER *5442141 
Practical MagicooANTZ—Gantifa 5, 
730,10 • The Human Show 5, 730, 
10- The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 
RAV-CHEN * 5282288 Dizengoff 
Circle Rounders 230, 5, 7:30, 9:45 - 
Studio 54-Snake Eyes—Halloween: 
H2Q 2:30, 5, 730, 9:45 • Ever After 
2:30, 5.730, 9:45 - Holy Man 2:30, 5. 
7:30,9:45 RAV-OR1-5 * 5102674 

Opera House There's Something 
About Mary 5,7:30,9:45 • Henry Fool 
4:30, 7:15, 9:45 • Next Stop 
YVondertand 5, 7:30, 9:45 • Tango 5, 
7:30, 9:45 • U Cldone 5, 7:30 TEL 
AVIV 

MUSEUM Claire Dolan 5,8,10 
HAIFA 

CINEMA CAFE AMAUI *6325755 
Sliding Doors 7:15, 930 * The Big 
Lebowski 7:15, 930 CINEMATHEQUE 
*8383424 Baghdad Cafe 7 • Leading 
Man 9:30 MORIAH *8242477 
Washington Square 7:15, 9:30 OR1 
*8500056 Practical Maglc-Rortn 4:45, 
7:15,10 • ANTZwTho Truman Show 4:45, 

7:15 • Small Soldiers 4:45, 7:15.10 • 
The Negotiator 4:30,7:15,10 • SfcSng 


Doors 4:45, 7:15, 10 • Saving Private 
Ryan 930 PANORAMA *8382020 
Practical Magi c~Ctia racte r (Dutch, 

Hebrew subtflfesj 4:30, 7, 9:30 • The 
Negotiator 4:15, 7, 9:30 

Characteri'Duteft, Hebrew subtitles) 
4:30. 7:15, 9:30 " Small Soldiers 4:15 
RAV-CHEN *8500055 Holy 
Man>»There's Something About Mary 
4:45, 7:15, 9:30 • Wrongfully Accused 
5, 7:15, 9:30 - Halloween: H20 5,7:15, 
9:30 » Studio 54 5, 7:15, 9:30 RAV- 
GAT1-2 » 8674311 Rounders 7.0:30 

• Snake Eyes 7:15, 9:30 RAV-MOR 1- 

7 * 8416898 Rounders 4:30, 7, 9:30 • 
Life Is Beautiful 4:45,7, 9:30 > Studio 
54»°Snake Eyes 5, 7:15, 930 ■ Holy 
Man 4:30, 7, 9:30 • There's 

Something About Mary 4:30,7,9:30 • 
Ever After 4:30, 7, 9:30 RAV-OR 1-3 

* 8246553 Next Stop Wonderland 5, 
7:15, 930 • Life Is Beautiful 4:45, 7, 
9:30 • Ever After 4:45,7,9:30 
ARJLA 

RAV CHEN There's Something About 

Mary 7, 9:30 - Saving Private Ryan 6, 
9:15 • The Ihiman Show 7:15,030 
ARAD 

STAR *9950904 Ever After 5 • The 
Truman Show 7:30, 9:45 • Snake Eyes 
730. 9:45 • Sliding Doors 5, 730. 9:45 
ARIEL 

Wrongfully Accused 6,9 
ASHDOD 

G.G. GIL * 8647202 Practical 
Maglc-Ronin 5. 730, 10 - ANTZ 5, 
7:30 - The Negotiator 430, 7:15, 10 • 
Small Soldiers 5.730 • Saving Private 
Ryan 930 • Sliding Doors 10 ORI 
*8568073 Grease 5, 7:30, 10 • The 
TYuman Show 5.7:30,10 RAV CHEN 
*8661120 Rounders 5, 7:15, 9:45 • 
Ever After<»Holy Man-»There’s 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 - 
Lite Is BeautttukoStudJo 54 5, 7:30, 
9:45 

ASHKELON 

G.G. GIL * 6729977 Practical 
|i&»Ronln 5, 7:30, 10 • Small 
lens 5, 7:30 ■ The Negotiator 
4:30, 7:15, 10 • ANTZ 5, 7:30 • The 
Truman Show 10 • Sliding Doors 10 
RAV CHEN *6711221 

RounderswHofy Man*There’s 
Something About Mary 5,7:15, 9:45 * 
Studio 54~Lffe Is Beautiful 5, 7:15, 
9:45 

BAT YAM 

RAV CHEN *5531077 Practical Magic 
5, 730, 9:45 • RoundarspoRanln 5, 
7:15, 9:45 ■ There's Something About 
Mary 5,730, 9:45 ■ The Negotiator 7, 
9:45 • Holy Man 7:30, 9:45 • Studio 54 
7:30, 9:45 • Small Sokflers»Ever 
AftriffeoANTZ 5 
BEERSHEBA 

G.G. ORI *6103111 Practical 
Magic»Ronln 5, 730, 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 730 • ANTZ 5, 730, 10 - 
Sliding Doors ID • The Negotiator 10 
RAV-NEGEV 1-4 *6235278 

Rounders<>°Life Is BeautifukoThene’s 
Something About Mary 5,730, 9:45 ■ 
Studio 54 12:15 am; 730, 9:45 • Ever 
After 5 
BLAT 

EILAT CINEMA Ever After-Holy 
Man-There'fe Something About Mary 
730, IQ • There's Something About 
Mary 7:30, 10 GIL *6340182 
Practical Maglc-ANTZ 5, 7:30, 10 • 
The Negotiator 7:15,10 
HADERA 

LEV *6343555 There's Something 
About Mary 7:30, 10 • ANTZ-Shidlo 
54 7:30,10 • Ever After 7:30 • Snake 
Ey^lO 
HERZLIYA 

COLONY *6902666 There's 
Something About Mary 530,7:30.10 
• Life Is Beautiful 5:30. 7:30. 10 
DANIEL * 9544044 Girls Evening 5, 


7:30,10 STAR * 9589068 Practical 
Magic 7:30, 10 • ANTZ 7:30, 10 • 
There’s Something About Mary 7:30, 
10 

HOD HASHARON 

GIL * 7408591 Practical Uagio- 
There’s Something About Mary 5, 
7:30.10 • Small Sold lent 5, 730 -The 
Negotiator 430, 7:15, lO^Thellruman 
Show 10 
HOLON 

GLOBUS Practical Maglc—Ronln 5, 
7:30, 10 • There’s Something About 
Mary-ANTZ 5. 7:30, 10 • The 

Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5 • The Truman Show 10 • 
Life Is Beautiful 730, 10 STAR 
There’s Something About Mary-°Hoty 
Man 730, 10 • Ever After 730, 10 • 
Studio 54 10 • Wrongfully Accused 
7:30 

KARMIEL 

CINEMA *9882521 There’s 
Something About Mere 7, 9:30 » 
Saving Private Ryan 6, 9:15 • Studio 
54 7:15, 930 
KFAR SAVA 

G.G. GIL *7677370 Practical Magic 
5, 7:30, 10 • The Negotiator 4:30, 
7:15, 10 • Ronln—Ufe Is Beautiful 5, 
730, 10 • There’s Something About 
Mary-ANTZ 5, 7:30, 10 • Small 
Soldiers S, 730 ■ Rounders 10 
KIRYAT BIALIK 

G.G. GIL *8779877 Practical 
MaglcwANTZ . 7, 9:30 • Ronln—The 
Negotiator—Wrongfully Accused 7, 
9:30 • The Truman Snow 7, 9:30 • 
Sawing Private Ryan 7, 9:30 • Sliding 
Doors 7,9:30 • Small Soldiers 7,9:30 
KIRYAT SHMONA 

G.G. GIL *6905080 Practical Magic 
430, 7, 9:30 • There’s Something 
About Htary—Slldlng Doors 430, 7, 
930 

NAHARIYA 

G.G. GIL Practical Magic-Ronln- 
ANTZ 5,7:30,10 -There’s Something 
About Mary 5, 7:30, 10 • The 
Negotiator 4:30,7:15.10 
UPPER NAZARETH 
G.G GIL *6561332 Saving Private 
Ryan 6,930 - The Negotiator 4:15,7, 
10 • Ronin-The Big Lebowski 430, 
7, 9:30 • The TYuman Show-There'S 
Something About Mary-Slldlng 
Doors 430, 7, 9:30 
NESS ZIONA 

G.G. GIL 1-4 * 9404729 Practical 
Magio-Ronin- 5, 7:30,10 • ANTZ 5, 
7:30 - The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15,10 • 
The Truman Slow 10 
NETANYA 

G.G. GIL 1-5 * 8628452 Practical 
Maglc-Ronln 5, 7:30, 10 • ANTZ 5, 
7:30,10 -Small Soldiers 5,7:30-Tha 
Negotiator 430, 7:15, 10 • The 
Truman Show 10 RAV CHEN * 
8618570 Roundera-studlo 54 5, 
7:15, 9:45 * Life Is Beautiful 730, 
9:45 a There’s Something About 
Mary 5. 7:30,9:45 • Ever After 5 
OR AKIVA 

RAV CHEN « 6262758 There's 
Something About Mary™LKe Is 
Beautiful 7, 9:30 • Sliding Doors 

7:15, 9:30 

OR YEHUDA G.Q. GIL 1-4 * 

5333292 The Big Ubowskf«The 
Truman Show 5,730,10 • A Perfect 
Murder Saving 5, 7:30,10 • Private 
Ryan 6,930 
PETAH TlKVA 

G.G. GIL 1-6 * 9087989 Sliding 
DoorsooThe Truman Show 5, 7:30, 10 
- ANTZ-Washington Square 5, 7:30, 
10 • The Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 • 
Saving Private Ryan 9:30 • Small 
Soldiers 4:45,7:15 &G. HECHAL * 
9317374 Practical Magic 5, 7:30,10 - 
Thera's Something About Mary 5, 
7:30,10 - Ronin 5,7:30,10 


RA'ANANA 

CIN MOFET * 7482915 King of the 
Masks 8:30 PARK * 7711321 Ronin 
6, 7:30, 10:15 • There’s Something 
About Mary 5, 7:30, 10:15 • Life Is 
Beautiful 5, 7:30, 10:15 • Small 
Soldiers 5. 7:30, 10:15 RA’ANAN 
Practical Maglc<»The Negotiator 5, 
7:30, 10:15 • Rounder 5. 7:30, 10:15 • 
ANTZ-Ever After 5. 7:30,10:15 - The 
Truman Show 5. 7:30,10:15 
RAMATGAN 

RAV-GAN 1-4 * 6197121 ANTZ- 
There’s Something About Mary 5, 
7:30, 9:45 > Life Is 

Beautiful—Rounders 7:30, 9:45 - 
Small Soldlers-Ever After 5 RAV- 
OASIS 1-3 * 6730687 Ronin 5. 7:15. 
9:45 • The Negotiator 4:15, 7, 9:45 • 
Holy Man 9:45 • Practical Magic 5, 
7:30, 9:45 

RAUAT HASHARON 

KOKHAV * 5491979 Washington 

Square 5,7:15, 9:30 

REHOVOT 

CHEN * 9362868 Girls Night 7:15, 
9:45 • Claire Dolan 9:45 - The Big 
Lebowski 7:15, 9:30 • Sliding Doors 
7:30, 9:45 • Polish Bride 7:30 RAV 
MOR * 9493595 Practical Maglo-LHe 
Is Beautiful 5, 7:30, 9:45 • Rounders 
5, 7:15, 9:45 • ANTZ 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
The Negotiator 4:15, 7, 9:45 - There's 
Something About Mary 5.7:30,9:45 
RISHON LhZION 

GIL 1-3 * 9500785 Practical 

Magi&»Ronin 5, 7:30, 10 • Small 
Soldiers 5, 7:30 • Sliding Doors 10 
HAZAHAV * 9514968 Practical 
Magio-Ronln 5, 7:30, 10 • ANTZ 5, 
7:30,10 • Small Soldiers 5,7:30 - The 
Negotiator 4:30, 7:15, 10 - Sliding 
Doors 10 RAV CHEN * 9670504 
Rounders 5, 7:15, 9:45 • There's 
Something About Mary 5, 7:30, 9:45 • 
Holy Man 5, 9:45 • Ever After 11 a.m., 
7:30 - Life Is Beautiful 5, 7:30, 9:45 
STAR * 0619985 There’s Something 
About Maiy-Holy Bilan 7:30, 10 • Ever 
After 7:30, 10 • Studio 54 10 • 
Wrongfully Accused 7:30 
SHOHAM 

STAR * 9793B34 

Dr. Dolfttis 7:15 • The Thrman Show 
9:45 - Wrongfully Accused 7:30, 9:45 • 
Saving Private Ryan 9 • Plppi 
Longstocklng (Hebrew dialogue) 7:15 
YEHUD 

RAV CHEN *5367910 There's 
Something About Mary 5,7:30,9:45 * 
Studio 54o°LJfe Is Beautiful 5, 7:30, 
9:45 • Snake Eyas 5,7:30, 9:45 

All times are pm unless otherwise ImS- 
cated. Telephone reservations (credit 
card) can be made for Golan Globus 
(Q.G.) Cinemas at 1-700-5D-50-50 
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DENVER 
(AP) - With 
every touch 
of the ball. 
Terrell Davis’ 
heart beat a 
little faster 
and his legs 
felt a little 
lighter. 


Sports Editors 
Joe Hoffman & On Lewis 


Mac. Haifa 
take part in 
Panathinaikos 
jubilee 


By ON LEWIS 


A 10-yard, Ladder-dragging run 
up the middle got his adrenaline 
pumping and another 10-yard 
burst moved him tantalizingly 
close to 2.000 yards. A four-yard 
run off right tackle set the stage for 
history. 

“When I got 10 yards on that 
first carry, I got a little bit more 
excited." Davis said, describing 
the fourth-quarter sequence that 
put him in the NFL record book 
Sunday as the Denver Broncos 
beat the Seattle Seahawks 28-21 to 
finish the season at 14-2. 

With Davis 7 yards from the 
2,000 mark, Denver quarterback 
John EJway called “19 Handoff" 
He received no objections. 


Maccabi Haifa's soccer club 
joined in Panathinaikos Athens's 
90th anniversary celebrations yes¬ 
terday and had mixed success In 
the one-day three-team tourna¬ 
ment which was part of the birth¬ 
day. 

The round-robin tournament 
consisted of matches lasting only 
45 minutes. Haifa drew i-1 with 
the hosts in the first match and 
then went on to win 8-7 on penal¬ 
ties. 

Israel goalkeeper Nir 
Davidovich made three saves in 
the shootout. 

Marian de Silva scored the open¬ 
ing goal for Panathinaikos. but 
Alon Harazi managed to equalize 
a minute before the end. 

In their second game, Haifa lost 
4-2 on penalties to PAOK 
Salonika after a goalless match. 

In other news, the annual winter 
youth tournament gets under way 
today with separate under-17 and 
under-16 events. 

Israel open against Hungary at 
Lad at 14:00 today in the under-17 
event. Also competing in the tour¬ 
nament are European champions 
Ireland. Yugoslavia, Turkey and 
Belgium. - 

The Israel under-16s ' meet 
Switzerland in Bat Yam at noon. 
Other participants in this age 
group are Sweden, Cyprus and 
Malta. 


Box scores, standings, 
playoff glance, Page 18 


“I was saying, "Let's run the 
ball. Let's run the ball.' 1 never say 
that." Broncos tight end Shannon 
Sharpe said. “Even I wanted to 
block better. You don’t get very 
many opportunities like this. I 
would hate to have him squander 
that opportunity.” 

Davis didn’t disappoint, taking 
the handoff 15 yards along the left 
sideline to become the fourth NFL 
running back to run for 2,000 
yards in a season. He finished with 
2,008 yards after gaining 178 on 
29 carries. 

Eric Dickerson (2,105 yards in 
1984), Barry Sanders (2,053 in 
1997) and OJ. Simpson (2,003 in 
1973) are the other members of the 
2,000-yard dub. 

“It's an elite group, and it’s a 
spedal club to be in, and I’m just 
happy I’m finally in there now,” 
Davis said. “No one can ever take 
that away from me.” 

Getting to 2.000 wasn't easy. 
-Oneo-coosidefed a lock to reach 
the mark, Davis went through a 
four-game stretch with just one 
100-yard game, and he was a long 
shot after being held to 29 yards at 
Miami last Monday. 
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LONDON (Reuters)-Aston\filla 
bounced back to the top of the 
Eh^Ssh premier league yesterday 
after a late goal from Ugo Ehiogu 
clinched a 2-1 home victory over 
lowly Sheffield Wednesday. 

Just as Villa seemed to be beading 
towards a disappointing 1-1 draw 
despite playing most of the match 
a gainst 10 men, Ehiogu headed 
home in the 85tii minute to put Villa 
three points ahead of Chelsea, who 
started die day atihe top on goal dif¬ 
ference- 

The London club have a chance to 
close the gap when they entertain 
Manchester Unite d today (live 
broadcast onMETV, Channel 24 at 
2130). 
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TWO GRAND - Broncos’ Terrell Davis (r) shakes off Seahawks’ Cortez Kennedy for a 15-yard 


gain in the fourth-quarter to reach 2.008 yards for the season. 


dtenuni 


“1 didn’t really think I would be 
able to get it to be honest with 
you,” Davis said. “Especially 
coining into the last game. There’s 
a lot of pressure," 

Davis removed himself from the 
game after his memorable run that 
ended in a blue-and-orange mob 
along the Broncos sideline. . 

. Davis -ako-. hecame , De n ver l s 
career rushing leader with 6,413 
yards, supplanting Floyd Little, 
who had 6,323 yards in nine sea¬ 
sons with the Broncos. 

No slacker himself, Elway threw 


four touchdown passes to become 
only the third passer in league his¬ 
tory with 300 for his career. He 
threw two TD passes to tight end 
Shannon Sharpe, one to Rod 
Smith and one to Davis. 

The Broncos bead into the play¬ 
offs on a high note after suffering 
their only two defeats of the sea- 
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Cardinals 16, Chargers 13 
Host Arizona made the playoffs 
for the first time in 16 years - and 
what an amazing way to get there. 

Chris Jacke kicked a 52-yard 
field goal as time expired to give 
the Cardinals a victory over San 
Diego, who had tied the game 16 
seconds earlier on a fourth-down. 
30-yard touchdown pass. 

The victory gave Arizona the final 
NFL playoff spot and set up a meet¬ 
ing at Dallas next Saturday. The 
Cardinals last made the playoffs in 
a non-strike year in 1975. They had 
a playoff game in 1982, but it was 
after a nine-game strike season. 

Packers 16, Bears 13 
Ryan LongweU kicked the go- 
ahead field goal in the fourth quar¬ 
ter and LeRoy Butler came up 
with a big sack and forced a fum¬ 
ble in the Iasi minute as Green Bay 
(U-5) beat host Chicago for the 
10th straight time. 

It was the last regular-season 
game for Green Bay’s Reggie 
White, the NFL’s career sack 
leader. White, who is retiring after 
this season, waved to cheering 
Packer fans as he left the field. 

Panthers 27, Colts 1 
Not even Peyton Manning’s 


record passing could offset host 
Indianapolis’s horrid defense. 

The Colts blew a double-digit 
lead for the fifth rime this season 
and lost to the Carolina Panthers 
(4-12). who got second-half touch¬ 
downs by Michael Bates. Tim 
Biakabutuka and Ragtaib Ismail. 

Manning, who set NFL rookie 
recordsfor attempts^ completions, 
yards and touchdowns, gave the 
Colts a 13-3 lead with a 44-yard 
TD pass to Marcus Pollard early in 
the second quarter. But 
Indianapolis (3-13) managed only 
a pair of field goals by Mike 
Vandeijagt after that. 

Bills 45, Saints 33 
With Doug Flutie resting for the 
playoffs. Rob Johnson got some 
practice for visiting Buffalo. 

Johnson threw three TD passes 
and ran for a 12-yard score as the 
Bills (10-6) beat the New Orleans 
Saints (6-10). 

Johnson was lZ-of-I8 for 216 
yards. Saints starter Kerry 
Collins completed only 3 of 12 
passes for 23 yards, was sacked 
twice and intercepted once 
before being benched late in the 
first quarter. 

Giants 20, Eagles 10 
Visiting New York found out just 
before kickoff that their season 
was over. However, it didn’t stop 
them from giving the Eagles their 
first 13-loss season and ruining 
what was probably the final game 
for Philadelphia coach Ray 
Rhodes. 


England international Gareth 
Southgate gave Villa the lead in the 
seventh minute when he fired a shot 
through a pack of players in the 
penalty area into die net 

But within 70 seconds, 
Wednesday equalized when Italian 
Benito Carbone found himself 
unmarked six meters from goal and 
scored with confidence^ 

Bat before the late winner VQIa 
struggled for a long time to seal the 
three points after Wednesday 
defender Defan Steftmovic was sent 
off for his seated bookable offence 
in tile 19th minute. 

The Birmingham dub had led the 
premier league since the middle of 
September before losing the lead to 
Chelsea for the first time after a 
round of games at the weekend 
when they lost 2-1 at Blackburn 
Rovers. 

‘They worked very hard and it was 
a blow far them but we were delight¬ 
ed the way we kept plugging away." 
Southgate said. 

Tc was important to bounce back 
with a victory after the result at 
Blackburn. Wfe’ve had a bad patch 
but we are still up there.” The day 
witnessed an array of sendings off-in 
the premier league ~ four red canis 
in the seven games played in the 
afternoon - and a thrilling game at 
Anfield where Liverpool came back 
from 2-0 down to beat 10-man 


Newcastle United 4-2. ^ 

Newcastle s German World Gj> 
player Dietmar Hamann left the new 
in the 30th minute alter his seated 
bookable offence. 

But the away team were 2-U op 
after 56 ruinates after goals from 
Peruvian Nolberro Solano and 
Andreas Anderssoo either side of the ^ 
interval. ™ 

But Liverpool's England striker 
Michael Owen started to turn the 
game in Liverpool's favour when he 
deflected a long-range shot into the 
net in the 67th minute. Former 
Germany striker Karlheinz Riedte 
fired in four minutes later. 

Both strikers then scored again in a 
dramatic last 10 minutes to clinch 
Liverpool's third consecutive victo¬ 
ry. The former European Cup win¬ 
ners moved up to seventh, eight 
points behind Villa. 

“It is the first time for a long time 
that we have won three times con¬ 
secutively, 1 am very happy about it,” 
Liverpool coach Gerard Houlher 
said. ‘Today we showed we have 
great character. ^ 

It could have been five...We shoukflp 
be further up the league” 

Reigning champions Arsenal 
moved up two places to thud, four 
points behind Villa, after beating 
Chariton Athletic 1-0 in a London 
derby despite having Patrick Vieira 
sent off in the 54th minute. 

D utchman Marc Overmars scored 
the winner with a 53rd-minute 
penalty for Arsenal who have hit 
some form recently after a mixed 
first half of the season when (bey 
failed to make an impression in the 
European Champions’ League. 

London's other clubs were also in 
fmefoon, West Ham beating relega¬ 
tion-threatened Coventry City 2-0 
and Tottenhah Hotspur thrashing 
Everion 4-1, with Chris Armstrong 
hitting a hat-trick. 

Manchester United slipped (town 
one place to fourth, one point behind 
Arsenal and five points behind Villa 
but with a game in hand. Leeds 
United, who play Wimbledon at 
borne today, are-ttfiMwo points fur- 
ther behind- • 

The other player who was shown a 
red card was Derby County’s Paulo 
Wancbope in his team’s 2-1 defeat of 
Middlesbrough at home. 
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At least 2 dead, 
4 missing in 
Sydney-Hobart 
yacht race 


T* 


~ -*. hi 

■ * -ssi 


See NFL, Rage 18 


SYDNEY (AP) - Gale-force 
winds and high seas battered dozens 
of yachts in Australia's Sydney-to- 
Hoban race yesterday. At least two 
sailors were killed as boats capsized 
or sank, and rescue helicopters 
hoisted 50 others to safety. 

Four other sailors were missing 
and at least one was presumed 
drowned. Rescue boats rattled 145 
kph winds and 10-meter waves to 
try to reach other competitors. 
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A Dynamic High-Tech Company in the Telecommunications Field 

seeks a 


*“S? 


tei/mi crnsei 


/3 


The person filling the position will: 

• Provide, legal advice to company management in a 
variety of commercial matters 

• Prepare a wide variety of legal documents for commercial 
transactions around the world 
• Manage and coordinate the company's outside counsel 

The ideal candidate will meet the following requirements: 

• English as native tongue; strong written and spoken Hebrew 
• Legal education anchor experience in the U.S. 
or other English-speaking country 
• Member of the Israel Bar 

• At least 5 years practical experience as a lawyer in a commercial setting 


Fiver-story masts snapped like 
toothpicks and swamped boats wal¬ 
lowed in roiling seas Monday off 
the southern Australian coast, about 
400 kilometers south of Sydney. 

Emergency flares sent streams of 
red smoke into the air to help heli¬ 
copters mark find the orange life 
rafts in the storm. 

The 1,160-ldlometer race contin¬ 
ued despite the worst tragedy in its 
54-year history. Of the 115 yachts 
that entered, 59 have been forced to 
seek shelter and several boats have 
been abandoned, race officials said. 
Some 27 navy ships searched 
Australia's southeast coast for 
stranded sailors after the caiu of 
“Mayday! Mayday! Mayday!” 
came over the radio. 

Two Australian sailors were killed 
when the 12-meter boat Business 
Post Naiad capsized 100 kilometers 
(off the New South Wales town of 
Merimbola; the yacht's owner-skip¬ 
per Bruce Guy and first-time race 
participant Phil Skeggs. 

Guy suffered an apparent heart 
attack during one of the boat’s two 
roUorvers and Skeggs drowned when 
he was unable to free himself from 
his safety harness. 
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